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FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 


NOTICE 


THE  BEST  COPIES  OBTAINABLE  ARE 
INCLUDED  IN  THE  REPRODUCTION 
OF  THE  FILE.  PAGES  INCLUDED 
THAT  ARE  BLURRED,  LIGHT  OR 
OTHERWISE  DIFFICULT  TO  READ 
ARE  THE  RESULT  OF  THE  CONDITION 
AND  OR  COLOR  OF  THE  ORIGINALS 
PROVIDED.  THESE  ARE  THE  BEST 
COPIES  AVAILABLE. 
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FREEDOM  OF  INFORMATION/PRIVACY  ACTS  SECTION 
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SUBJECT:  BIRMINGHAM.  ALABAMA 

SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
BOMBING/SEPTEMBER  15,  1963 


PART  10  OF  11 
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REPORTING  OFFICE 


OFFICE  OF  Of^lQIN 


BXRMIMUMAH 


TITLE  OF  CASE 


UHKNOWN  SUBJECTS ; 

BOaSlNG  OF^, SIXTEENTH  STREET 
^BftPT  1ST  CHURCH,  B IRMI^SA  M, 
ALABAUA,  SEPTEMBER  15,  1963 


INVESTIGATIVE  PERIOD 


4/Q/59  I 4/22/66  - 3/25/69 


CHARACTER  OF  CASE 


BOMBING  MATTER 


REFERENCE:  Report  ot  S 

Birmingham. 


4/22/66, 


Numerous  interoffice  communications  and 
meekly  summary  airtels,  the  most  recent 
being  Birmingham  summary  airtel  dated  2/28/69, 

- P 

leads*  ^ 

No  leads  are  being  set  forth  herein.  Upon  the 
development  of  information  requiring  investigation  by 
another  field  office,  the  necessary  lead  Is  immediately 
set  out  by  airtel  or  tej.etype.  As  of  the  date  of  this 
report,  there  is  no  outstanding  investigation  in  any  other 

field  office  in  this  matter. 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS  CLAIMED  Noui  IaCQUItT  rA..r  nerM- 


1ACQUIT-I 
TALS 


C ASE  H AS  been: 

PENDING  OVER  ONE  YEAR  1X]VE 
PENDING  PROSECUTION 


SPECIAL  agent 
IN  CHARGE 


DO  NOT  WRITE  IN  SPACES  BELOW 


Dissemination  Record 


r 
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i 


BH  IB7-352 
iDlinrsnATITB: 


CoB8id«r«bl0  isforwitioii  eoBtaiaed  Is  this  report 
has  bean  preriottsly  part  of  tb«  subjoct  aatter  of  roports 
subBlttsd  voder  the  case  captloDed  "GREEHBOIBS**  <Bufile 
174-35,  Birminghao  174-6).  Since  the  6RB81IB(HCS  case  occerred 
subsequent  to  this  case,  euch  of  the  Investigation  was  a 
duplication  of  investigation  and  other  activity  being  con- 
ducted in  connection  with  this  case.  Miny  of  the  people 
considered  suspects  is  this  case  are  also  considered 
suspects  in  tte  COtEEHBOBBS  case,  and  the  reverse  is  like- 
uise  true.  Consequently,  considerable  overlap  has  taken 
place  in  the  area  of  named  suspects  and  also  in  the  area 
of  any  investigation  involving  thefts  of  dynamite,  bomb 
threats,  and  related  incidents. 


It  is  realized  that  the  period  of  investigation 
reflected  in  this  report  is  extensive;  hovever,  the  inves< 
tigation  wBB  continually  maintained  in  a current  status 
during  this  period  and  the  dissemination  of  information 
developed  vas  handled  in  an  expedite  fashion  as  were  the 
leads* 


As  has  been  the  practice  previomly,  an  extra 
copy  of  instant  report  is  being  retained  at  Birmingham  is 
the  event  it  becomes  necessary  to  furnish  a eopr  to  eso 
U.  8.  Attorney.  The  B.  8,  Attorser  «t  nirmlnsham  has  i»t 
as  yet  received  the  results  of  any  isvestisatiou  is  this 
case. 


B 

const  MGK 


BE  1S7-452 


xxFpBHim: . 

Aft  tbft  Boreau  1ft  ftftftVft,  during  tbft  initial  stages 
of  tbls  invest igat ion  several  suspects  sere  considered  of 
prlsary  interest.  Consequently,  efforts  to  produce 
infomants  centered  around  people  vho  could  furnisli  infor- 
sRtiott  os  the  activities  of  ttm  suspects  is  this  case. 
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FD-302  (Rev.  4-15-64) 


FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 

jjgtg  Septeaber  27 , 1966 


A search  was  sade  of  the  woodsd^arsa-sltu&tsd  .four- 
tenths  of  a slle  off  Taylor *s  Ferry  Road,  Resseaer  Cut-Off, 
where  the  dynaalte  stolen  froa  Herbert  Construction  Coapany 
was  found^^^U^^^^^f  the  dynaalte  was  Indicated  by 
Detectivcf^UmmiB  -Beaseaer  Division, ^Jefferson -County 
Sheriff *s  Office. 

The  dynaalte  was  found  about  eight  feet  froa  an 
unused  one-way  road  covered  with  .grass  and  -hr-ush,  -Indicating 
It  had  not  been  traveled  recently.  This  Is  a wooded  area 
and  there  were  no  tire  tracks,  papers,  debris,  or  evidence 
of  any  kind  found. 


On 


9/15/66  , Besseaer,  Alabaaa 


Tbi*  document  contain*  neither  recommendation*  nor  concluaions  of  the  FBI. 
your  ocency;  it  and  its  content*  ere  not  to  be  dietribided  outside  your  agency. 


.File  <# 


BH  174-87 


Date  dictated 


9/21/66 


It  is  the  property  of  the  FBI  and  i*  loaned  to 
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Page(s)  withheld  entirely  at  this  location  in  the  file.  One  or  more  of  the  following  statements,  where 
indicated,  explain  this  deletion. 


'"'Q  Deleted  under  exemption!  s) 


Xi 
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material  available  for  release  to  you. 


with  no  segregable 


to  a third  party  with  uu  leiGronco  tu  you  or  ths  subjoct  of  your  ivQuGst, 

to  a third  party.  Your  name  is  listed  in  the  title  only. 

dl  Documents  originated  with  another  Government  agency(ies).  These  documents  were  referred  to  that 
agency(ies)  for  review  and  direct  response  to  you. 


I - J Infoiiuatioii  pGrtainod  only 

i I Information  pertained  only 


Pages  contain  information  furnished  by  another  Government  agency(ies).  Y on  will  be  advised  by  the  FBI  as 
to  the  releasability  of  this  information  following  our  consultation  with  the  other  agency(ies). 


Page(s)  withheld  for  the  following  reason(s): 


Q For  your  infomation: 


The  following  number  is  to  be  used  for  reference  regarding  these  pages: 
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F B 1 

Date; 

4/30/69 

U41dUllL  tit?  ItJiiVWlllSJ 


AIRTEL 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 

AIRMAIL  - REGISTERED 


(Priority) 


. -IP-'  - ■ 


TO:  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

FROM:  SAC^  BIIWINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 

SUBJECT  : ^APBOMB  / ^ 


Re  report  of  SA 
at  Birmingham. 


SUMMARY 


Spot  fj 


however,  no  pertinent  information  has  heen 


Approvec 


mmi 


FBI. 


FD-36  (Rev  5-22-64) 


Transmit  the  following  in 

AIRTEL 


Date:  5/28/69 

(Type  in  plaintext  of  code) 

AIRMAIL  > REGISTERED 


(PHority) 


TO: 

DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

FROM: 

SA£^_MRM INGHAM  (157-352)  (P)  y 

SUBJECT  1 

^ ^APBOMB^  ^ 

Re  Birmingham  airtel,  4/30/69. 

SUMMARY 

Spot  fisurs  have  been  conducted 

however,  no  pertinent  information  has  been  develope 


niwm 


fil 

1 


TTfTorraation  ne  may  possess  concerning  xnis 
e^^nd  the  other  bombing  cases*  This  is  being  done 


2 


3 


4-3  12  (Rev.  U1  B-62) 


Date  of  Mail 


^^7  0 


cr> 

/ 


■UCopies 

for 

Date 


fRo^TasK-fort-e 


Has  been  removed  and  placed  in  the  Special  File  Room  of  Records  Branch. 


See  File  86-2554'7530  for  authority. 


Subject ^NE  MAIL 


9 9JUL3  '969 


File  Number 


- 


FD-36  (Rev.  S-22-64) 


Transmit  the  following  in 

AIRTEL 


F B I 

Date:  6/27/69 

(Type  in  plaintext  or  cade} 

AIRMAIL 


(Priority/ 


Date:  7/31/69 


Transmit 
Via  


the  following  In 

AIHTEL 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 

AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 


I 


TO: 

PROM: 

SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

INGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 

lAPBOMB 


r 


SUMMARY 


Investigation  was  conducted  during  the  past 
month  concerning  Birmingham  bombing  suspects  in  order 
to  obtain  current  information  as  to  their  present 
residences,  employments  and  license  tags. 


4^ 


Birmingham  is  continuing  its  file  reviews  on 
the  various  bombing  cases,  as  mentioned  in  previous 
summaries. 

Investigation  has  been  conducted  also  in 
the  past  month  on  other  expedite  matters. 


Si 


iy_0i!,IR1 

■ipproveff:  ~ • “• 


f'D7«'(R<rv.  5-22-64) 


Transmit  the  following  in 


Via  AIRTEL 


TO: 


F B I 

Date:  8/28/69 


Mr.  Tolson 

Mr.  Mohr 

Mr.  Eohop 

Mr.  CfL-pir 

Mr.  Csii.iban 

Mr.  C'l'.irad 

Mr.  Fdt 

Mr.  

Mr.  Rusen 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 

AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 


Mr.  Su!;;van_!s^ 

I Mr.  Tavel 

KMr,  Trotter 

Tale.  Room 

Miss  Holmes 

Miss  Gandy 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 


FROM:  SAC.  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) (P) 

SUBJECT: 

Re  Birmingham  alrt«?l  to  Bnr3au,  7/31/69. 
SUMMARY 


Investigation  was  conducted  during  th3  past  month 
concerning  Birmingham  bombing  suspects  in  order  to  obtain 
current  information  as  to  their  present  residences,  employ- 
ments, and  license  tags. 


used  by 


dfnliu^oaia  jlS  ttxow  w* 

the  various  bombing  cases  as  mentioned  in  previous  summaries. 
Base4  upon  these  file  reviews,  it  wa^determ^|A||l^^^^he 
information  previously  ftirnlshed 

thoroushlv  dnt/.>gtd orat.p>rt\  and  the  Ind^T^uaiKnow^aE 


'15/63 . 


BH  157-352 


SS8Aa«3»Si*ii-'; 




Although  this  matter  has  been  sufficiently  investi- 
gated by  Birmingham  in  the  past^Birmingha^jfil^stil^reou^t 
the  Butte  Division  to  inter 


entioned  in  previous  summaries 
ntly  residing  in 

or  any  information  he  may  possess  concerning 


A request  is  being  made  o^th^^dg 
Division  to  compare  fingerprints  ofl^mi^l 
with  the  latent  fingerprints  previously  subm 


f^ation 
jj^knd  others 
H^n  this 


Investigation  has  been  conducted  also  in  the  past 
month  in  other  expedite  matters. 


OrriOKAL  PDRM  NO.  10 
MAY  ton  nmoN 
6«A  FPMM  <41  CFn) 


UNITED  STATES  c 


’"^RNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO 


SUBJECT  I 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) (P) 


} 

date:  9/29/69 


Re  Birmingham  alrtel  to  Bureau,  8/28/69. 
SUMMARY 


j 

0 

O 


Investigation  was  conducted  during  the  past 
month  concerning  Birmingham  bombing  suspects  in  order 
to  obtain  current  information  as  to  their  present 
residences,  employments  and  license  tags. 


ana  iniormation  was  ontainea  as  to  veuiuxes 
currently  being  used  by  him. 


e Division 


H|||H|||^||^  in  previous  s 

wh^L^presently  resj,ding  

any  information  he  may  possess  co 
Results  of  this  interview  wit 

4-^  4-Ua 


this  manner. 
ill  be  furnished 


OrriONAl.  PDftM  NO.  I« 
MAY  IMZ  EDITION 
esA  FM4R  (41  cm) 


UNITED  STATES  C /ERNMENT 

Memorandum 


\ \ 
m 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 


SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 


BAPBOMB. 


date;  10/31/69 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau,  9/29/69. 

SUMMARY 

Investigation  was  conducted  during  the  past  month 
concerning  Birmingham  bombing  suspects  In  order  to  obtain 
current  Information  as  to  their  present  residences 


employments,  and  license  tags 


Spot  flsurs  were  conducted  a 


unproductive  results 


Bureau  (RM) 


m 


OPTK9NAL.  PDWM  NO.  10 

MAY  1M2  DITION 

GSA  PPMR  (41  1QI-1M 

UNITED  STATES  GO'  INMENT 

Memorandum 


Director,  FBI  (157-1025) 


SAC,  Birmingham  (157-352)  (P) 


date:  November  28,  1969 


subject: 


BAPBOMB 


1969. 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau  dated  October  31, 


SUMMARY 

Investigation  was  conducted  during  the  past  month 
concerning  Birmingham  bombing  suspects  in  order  to  obtain 
current  license  tags. 

^^^^^^^Spotfisurswere^ronducte^at^^^^^^^BBI^IB^BB 
unpro ductive  results. 


investigation  is  oeing  conuuctc 
furnished  by  him. 

0“  Bureau  (RM)  /c$ 

2T  - B-iTminvbAm  ex-117 


“ - - (Buy  US.  Savings  Bonds  Regularly  on  the  Payroll  Savings  PI 


UNITED  STATES  V^^lNMENT 

Memorandum 

' DIR^OR,  FBI  (157-L025) 
FRO  LA^  llx  A nvrrurtUAu  /i 


RMINGHAM  C157-352)  (P) 


subject:  r b^boMB 


date:  12/30/69 

O.L.  i6\' 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  B\]reau,  11/28/69. 


SUMMARY  ' 

Investigation  was  conducted  during  the  past 
month  concerning  Birmingham  bombing  suspects  in  an  effor 
to  obtain  current  License  tags. 


Snot  fi 


obtaining  any  additional  information 


without 


Investigation  was  conducted  atB^m^^ham 
an  individual  bv  the  name 


Birmin 


determined 


^ 6 - Bureau  (RM) 

1 \ ^^^^^Bimingham 


ccording  to  a Birmingham 


f / ' J ^ ^ i f . f 

rEC-89 


^ fo  DEC  31  19B9 

— 4:x 


’ii)L.U.S.  Savings  Bonds  Ktf^ularly  on  she  Payroll  Savings  Plan 


orrioNAU  pom«  na  io 
MAY  lf«2  CPrnON 
eSA  FPMR  (41  CFR) 


UNITED  STATES  GOVEi«>fMENT 


Memorandum 


] 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 


date:  1/29/70 


SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 


/ 


BAPBOMB 


\ 

j 


ReBHlet  to  Bureau,  12/30/69. 


SUMMARY 


Investigation  is  continuing  concerning  the 
Birmingham  bombing  suspects  in  an  effort  to  obtain  current 
license  numbers  and  current  residence  and  employment. 


ooio-to* 


ornoNAi.  FOMM  Na  » 

MAY  im  EDmON 
C&A  FrWM  <41  CPU) 


UNITED  STATES  C ERNMENT 

Memorandum 

: DIMCTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

hihfX 

: ^SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 


date;  2/26/70 


C_3 

CTTDTlfr’^*  RAOnrom 


Re  Birminghaa  letter  to  Bureau,  dated  1/29/70, 


SUMMARY 


Investigation  is  continuing  concerning  the 
Birmigham  bombing  suspects  in  an  effort  to  obtain  current 
license  numbers  and  current  residence  and  employment. 

fisurs  have  been  conducted  at 

residence  o 


without  obtaining  any  additional 


f 2;  ^ 

’-,/V  ■ f'-  • ' 


REfi.S?  /cV- 


3 MAR 


VIAR6 


T7  .C*  1 R/]-W/7r  'Tt yt«>  #/*,«  C^^i,***#**  HI 


1S\ 


isasm 

i 


Mr.  Tolson 

Mr.  DeLcach— 
Mr.  Walters — 

Mr.  Mohr 

Mr.  Bishop 

Mr.  Casper — 
Mr.  CallaVian., 
Mr.  Conraii.— 

Mr.  Felt 

Mr.  Gale  

Mr.  Rosen 

Mr.  Sullivan- 
Mr.  Tavel — - 
Mr.  Soyar»v_ 
Tele.  RootH— 
Mise  Holmes. 
Miss  Gaady- 


0 

V\ 

<r-7^ 

c j — '^7^ 

>T,-v 

/ f /j 

XL', 

^v--y  , -y^ 

,/i'  r ^ ’ 


^ j C' 


i 

-‘-'/St.  X .t 

./  c,™ 


v'\  *'  C'r'r^-  . 
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37  MAS  301070 


Hoover’s 
Atfl  on  Bombs 

FBI  Director  J.  Edgar  Hoov- 
er haa  offered  full  cooperation 
to  the  New  York  City  police  in 
their  investigation  of  recent 
bombings  that  have  claimed  the 
lives  of  three  persons  and 
damaged  several  Manhattan 
skyscapers,  it  was  learned  last 
night. 

In  a letter  to  U.S.  Attorney  ^ 
(jtieneral  Mitchell,  Hoover  said  i 
j'the  bureau  has  offered  aid  in 
ijscientific  examination  of  leads,  i 
|The  offer  was  made,  Hoover  hi 
said,  to  authorities  in  New  j'' 
York,  Maryland  and  other  areas  j| 
where  bombings  have  occurred,  li 


V 


/0^  r- 

■ENCLOStmE 


OFFICE  OF  DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
' UNITED  states  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 


GAl 
JUJ 

3/17/70 


MR. CALLAHAN 


Dear  Mr.  Hoover: 

Did  you  offer  the  same 
amount  of  cooperation  to  the 
Birmingham  Police  in  1963  after 
4 girls  were  killed  in  a church 
bombing,  as  you  are  now  offering 
totheN.Y.C.  Police? 


MR.  CONRAD 


MR  . SOY  ARS  . 
MR.  JON  ES 


TELE.  ROOM  - 
MISS  HOLMES  . 


Hoping  you  can  comment 
before  1 consider  regarding  you  as 
a hypocrite,  I am 


Sincerely  yours 


AprU  1,  1970 


In  response  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  your  com  - 
munication  which  I received  on  March  30th,  primary  responsibility 
for  the  investigation  of  bombing  matters  rests  with  state  and  local 
authorities.  Active  investigation  Is  conducted  by  the  FK  only  when 
" specifically  requested  to  (to  so  by  the  ^ r 

United  States  Department  of  Justice.  In  every  bombing^cident  this 
Bureau  immediately  offers  its  cooperative  services  to  l^al  au^or- 
ities  whether  or  not  active  Investigation  is  being  instituted  by  us. 


With  respect  to  the  Birmingham  church  bombing  yjw 
^ mentioned,  we  not  only  tomished  full  cooperation  to  the  Birmingham 
^ ^ police  but  the  most  extensive  type  of  active  investigation  ms  also 
j conducted  by  Special  Agents  of  this  Bureau. 

(TO  i 

^ ^ Sincerely  yours. 


Edgur  Hoover 


ntCiD  HVif  f.  M 

NOTE:  Correspondent  is<4l^  identlBable  in  Bufiles.  The  above  response 
was  coordinated  with  the  Civil  Rights  Se*^tioi^  of  tte  General  Inves*'— " — 
Division.  Nassau  County  telephone  directory  list 


' O^K3r4AL  FORM  NO.  10 
MAY  |«CZ  EDITION 
eSA  FFMR  <41  OT«)  101*11^ 


UNITED  state's  GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


Director,  FBI  (157-1025) 


date;  3/31/70 


Birmingham  (157—352)  (P) 


subject:  V BAPBOMB 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  the  Bureau  da 
February  26,  1970. 


Spot  £ 


SUMMARY 


r«T«TiTi  rn*t  irat 


esidence  of 
etermined  that 


The  Newark  Division  furnished  addi 


ackeround  in 


Birmingham  has  requested  the  Mobile  Division^ 
to  conduct  background  investigation  regard 
in  order  that  Birmingham  might  consider  interviewi^^^ffli 
concerning  the  Bapbomb  and  Greenbombs  cases  as  well  as 
other  unsolved  cases  of  that  nature  in  the  Birmingham 
Division  after  Birmingham  has  had  an  opportunity  to 

AW  all  ViaAkfJ’T’rinnH  i ri'foT'ma  + i on  Hava!  noAri  T»Afra  ■rrf  i ntr 


The  Bureau  will  be  kept  advised  of  this  matter 

A request  is  being  made  of  the  Identifier 

Division’s  Latent  Fingerprint  Section  to  compare^l 

fingerprints  with  the  unidentified  latents  developed  in 
case . 


TRUE  COPY 


Q 


Dear  Mr.  Hoover 

I wish  to  thank  you  for  taking  the  time  for 
personally  answering  my  letter.  It  was  a nice  thing  to  do. 

I was  not  aware  of  the  extent  of  the  F.B.  I. 
investigation  in  the  Birmingham  church  bombings.  I wish  to 
commend  you  for  this  investigation 

But  I have  a question  to  ask  My  question  is  was 
any  FBI  report  made  public  concerning  the  Birmingham  church 
bombing? 


Hoping  you  can  tell  me  and  also  hoping  that  you 
can  also  comment  about  the  4/8/70  N.  Y.  Times  story  concerning 
the  alleged  F.  B.I.  role  in  the  death  in  Mississippi  of  a woman 
Klan  member. 


I am  with  sincere  Wishes 


Yours  Truly 
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April  20,  1970 


Thank  you  for  the  generous  remarks  expressed 
in  your  letter  which  I received  on  April  15th. 

There  was  no  FBI  report  made  public  concerning 
the  Birmingham  church  bombings  because  information  in  our 
files  must  be  maintained  as  confidential  pursuant  to  regulations 
of  the  Department  of  Justice. 

With  regard  to  the  article  to  which  you  referred, 
there  Is  no  truth  to  the  allegations  insofar  as  references  to  the 
FBI  are  concerned.  This  matter  was  handled  entirely  by  the 
Meridian,  Mississippi,  Police  Department. 


UALI^iZ 

APR  20  1970 


COMM-FBI 


Sincerely  yours, 
J.  Edgar  Hoovair 


NOTE:  We  have  had  prior  correspondence 

last  outgoing  was  April  1,  1970,  concerning  the  Birmingham  church  » 
bombings . The  story  which  he  makes  reference  to  in  his  ^ 

incoming  was  based  on  a series  of  articles  authored  by  Jack  Nelson  of 
the  Los  Angeles  Times  News  Service  which  appeared  locaiiy  in  the 
"Washington  Post."  Address  per  last  outgoing.  The  above  response  was 
coordinated  with  the  Civil  Rights  Section  of  the  General  Investigative 
Division. 
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-UNITED  STATES  RNMENT 

Memorandum 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 


OM  : SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) (P) 


subject:  \ ^pbOMB 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau,  3/31/70. 
SUMMARY 

Investigation  was  conducted  during  the  past 
month  to  verify  residence  and  employments  of  bombing 
suspects . 

The  Mobile  Division  furnished  background 


information  on 


Identification  Division  advised  that 
f inger 
atents 


IS  incident  has  been  reported  to  the  Bureau 
separate  communication,  however,  consideration  will  be 


(V-  Bureau  (RM) 
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given  to  interviewing^mPmpat  a later  date  In 
/ connection  with  captlone^matter  and  other  Biriaingham 

^J|omb^|^natters . Efforts  will  be  made  to  obtain 
^ ^m^Hm^finger prints  in  order  that  they  may  be  checked 

against  the  unidentified  latents  developed  in  connection 
^ with  the  Greenbombs  case. 

The  Bureau  will  be  kept  advised  in  this  matter, 
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UNITED  STATES  GC'  RNMENT 

Memorandum 

DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) (P) 


,) 


ubject: 


date:  5/28/70 


BAPBOMB 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bu] 
SUMMARY 


4/30/70. 


The  Atlanta  Division 
ground  information  o 
has  requested  the  Mobile  U 
vie’ 


nished  additional  back- 
Birmingham 

Sion  to  locate  and  inter- 
oncerning  state- 
ments made  by  him  relating  to  this  matter.  He  will 

be  interviewed  for  any  information  he  may  possess 
^icerning  the  other  unsolved  Birmingham  bombing  cases. 


I.// 


Birmingham  is  also  requesting  th^ 

^n  to  compare  the  fingerprints  oJ 
^with  the  unidentified  latents  developed  in 
connection  with  the  Greenbombs  case.  Upon  receipt  of 
the  results  o^^Uiis  request , Birmingham  will  consider 
interviewing^j|mB|^in  connection  with  captioned  matter 
as  well  as  otherBirmingham  bombing  matters. 

Investigation  has  also  been  conducted  during  the 
past  month  in  connection  with  developing  additional 
background  information  on  Birmingham  bombing  suspects. 
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UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 


OM  : SAG,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 


date:  6/29/70 


;('?APB0M? 


SUBJECT : AP  BO^ 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau,  5/28/70. 

SUMMARY 

The  Identification  Division  advise^that 

not  identical 

with  the  unidentified ^^ter^^previously  developed  in 
this  case.  In  view  o:^HH|||Hf^ge  and  the  above 
elimination  of  his  print^b^t^^fda^if icat ion  Division, 
Birmingham  is  not  interviewin^m||HB^concerning  the 
UNSUB  bombing  matters  in  the  BimiTignam  Office.  / , , 


Bureau  (RM) 


ngham 
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Birmingham  is,  however,  submitting  a request 
to  the  Identification  Division  to  have  hfe  fingerprints 
checked  against  the  unidentified  latents  recovered  in 
connection  with  the  Greenbombs  investigation  for 
elimination  purposes. 


Investigation  has  also  been  conducted  during 
the  past  month  in  connection  with  developing  background 
information  on  Birmingham  bombing  suspects. 


Birminghan  will  a 
of  Mobile's  interview  with 
as  this  is  available. 


results 
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UNITED  STATES  Gv,  ERNMENT 

Memorandum 

DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) (P) 


date:  8/29/70 


Re  Blnninghatn  letter  to  Bureau,  7/30/70. 


SUMMARY 


rs 


b 


Birmingham  is^^lsb  conducting  investigation 
concerning  current  residences  and  employments  of  its 
bombing  suspects. 


"/6  5 
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UNITED  STATES  GO  , .RNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


•^Dinector,  FBI  (157-1025) 

= ^^SAC,  BUttllNGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 


subject:  l^BAPBOMB, 


4 


date:  9/30/70 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau  dated  8/29/70. 
SUMMARY 


Ri  T*m  *i  ntrVifl  i 


cerning  current  license  numbers  for  its  bombing  suspects 
as  well  as  other  related  investigation. 


During  the  past  month,  extensive  investigation 
was  conducted  in  connection  with  expedite  Civil  Rights 
and  School  Desegregation  Matters  by  Birmingham. 
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UNITED  STATES  ^ VERNMENT 

Memorandum 


■^0/  FBI  C157-L025) 

= SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 


FROM 


subject:!  '^aPBOMB 


J 


date:  10/29/70 


Re  Bixrningham  letter  to  Bixreau,  9/30/70, 


SUMMARY 

Birmingham  is  continuing  to  develop  current 
information  regarding  its  bombing  suspects. 

During  the  past  month,  extensive  investigation 
was  also  conducted  in  connection  with  expedite  civil 
rights  and  other  bombing  matters  by  Birmingham, 


Bureau  (RM) 
Birmingham 
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UNITED  STATES'  GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 
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DIKJSUTUK,  FBI  ;157-10z5> 

SAC,  BIRMINCHIAM  (157-352)  (P) 
mPBOMB 


date:  11/30/70 


SUMMARY 

Birmingham  is  continuing  to  develop  current 
Information  regarding  its  bombing  suspects. 

Investigation  is  also  being  conducte^to 

Hnvnlrtn  iri'fnT*ma't-'4r%n  snA  Ka#^lrer>*/^iin^  nn 


investiga~^ 

}eing  conductedHay  tne  Newars  uix£ce  in  this  connection, 
and  the  Bureau  will  be  advised  of  the  results  of  this 
investigation  upon  its  completion. 


During  the  past  month,  extensive  investigation 
was  also  conducted  in  connection  with  expedite  civil 
rights  matters  by  Birmingham. 
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Memorandum 

DIRECTOR-  FBI  (157-1025) 

: ^SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) (P) 


date:  12/29/70 


subject:  ^^APBOMB 


He  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau  dated  11/30/70. 
SUMMARY 

Investigation  is  still 
develop  background  Information 

mentioned  in  referenced  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau. 


During  the  past  month,  investigation  iwas  con 


ducted  by  Birmingham  in  connection  with 


ornoNAL  FOfm  Na  io 
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UNITED  STATES  /ERNMENT 

Memorandum 

DIRECTOR,  FBI . 


date:  1/29/71 


/ 


o 


SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (174-6)  (P) 

(£)  - - 
BAPBOMB  ' 

Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau,  12/29/70, 

SUMMARY 

yLgation  is  still  being  conducted  regarding 
to  referenced  Birmingham  letter 

conducting  investigation 


w i^^n^^beensubm^te^^o  tne^ 

*nmxcaxlon  Division  for  comparison  with  the  latents 
previously  submitted  in  the  Greenbombs  case . 

During  the  past  month  extensive  investigation 
was  also  conducted  in  connection  with  expedite  civil 
rights  matters  in  Birmingham, 
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■P^ 


f 


7 


/-  Bureau  (RM) 
2 - Birmingham 


r-5- 


2 FEB  17  J97, 


_ /OZ£l  :zJ. 

6 


//  ^ 


6' 


Buy  U.S.  Savings  Bonds  Regularly  on  the  Payroll  Savings  Plan 


OrriONAl.  FORM  Na  to 

MAY  1M  CDtnON 

CSA  FFMR  Ul  91t)  |OI-tU« 


UNITED  STATES  GC  "RNMENT 


SUBJECT: 


Memorandum 

DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 


J 


date:  2/26/71 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau,  1/29/71. 


SUMMARY 

Invest^atiQ^i^still  being  conducted 
concerningfll|||imimH^H|H^pentioned  in  referenced 
Birmingham  letter  t^Burea^^* Birmingham  is  also 
conducting  investigation  concerning  theft  of  explosives 
and  related  materials. 

During  the  past  month,  extensive  investigation 
was  also  conducted  in  connection  with  expedite  civil 
rights  matters  in  Birmingham. 
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UNITED  STATES  GOV'^’USTMENT 


Memoranaum 


,) 


|TO  ^ 


subject: 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 


date:  3/30/71 


SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 

^PSOMB 

Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau,  2/26/71 


SUMMARY 


Birmingham  is  continuing  to  conduct  inves- 
tigation concerning  theft  of  explosives  and  related 
matters  as  well  as  conduct  investigation  to  bring 
up  to  date  residences  and  employment,  etc.  of  bombing 
suspects. 


During  the  past  month, extensive  investigation 
was  also  conducted  with  regard  to  expedite  civil  rights 
matters  in  Birmingham. 
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\ OFFICE  OF  DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

4:58PM  April  5,  1971 

Mr.  BILt^AXLEY,  Attorney 
General  of  the^tate  of  Alabama, 
telephoned  to  speak  to  the  Director. 

Per  the  Director's  instructions,  he 
was  advised  of  the  Director's 
absence  from  the  building.  He  was 
offered  tiie  services  of  an  assistant, 
which  he  accepted , and  the  call  was 
transferred  to  Inspector  Bland,ir 
Mr.  Bishop's  office. 


MISS  (SAN  DV 


Bland  advised  that  Baxley,  who  was  calling 
from  Montgomery,  Alabama,  called  in  connection  with 
the  bombing  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Birmingham  in 
September,  1963.  He,  Baxley,  said  that  he  had 
recently  become  Attorney  General  of  Alabama  and 
wanted  to  furnish  any  possible  help  he  can  give  to  the 
t BI  in  efforts  to  solve  this  case  and  woula  like  to  talk 
,to  someone  concerning  this.  Mr.  Baxley  was  aavised 
|tiiat  SAC  Miles,  of  the  Birmingham  Office  would  be  in 
touch  with  him  and  SACJViil^  was  instructed  to  get 
in  touch  with  Baxley  and  see  wTtat  he  had  in  mind. 

A P 3 h 


1 - Miss  Holmes 
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To:  SAQ  Birmingham  (157-352) 

From;  Director,  FBI  (157-1025) 

bapbomb"^ 


This  will  confirm  Bureau  telephone  call  to  you  on  Friday,  4/9/71. 

Tou  should  contact  Attorney  General  William  Joseph  Baxley,  and 
advise  him  ttat  Inasmuch  as  this  case  remains  under  active  investigation,  his 
request  has  been  referred  to  the  Assistant  Attorney  General  in  charge  of  the 
CivU  Rights  Division,  Department  of  Justice. 


L 


7, 


NOTE:  Baxley  requested  information  regarding  results  of  certain  aspects 
of  FBI  investigation  in  captioned  case  which  involved  the  bombing  of  16th 
Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmii^ham,  Alabama,  9/15/63,  which  resulted 
in  the  death  of  four  Negro  girls,  injuries  to  16  other  persons,  and  extensive 
property  damage.  Mr.  Baxley^s  request  is  being  forwarded  to  the  Civil 
Rights  Division  by  letter  dated  4/12/71. 
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Attvrmj  Gtotral 
Civil  hl^litfl  Divisiixi 

Director,  FBI  , V. 


IjKxMO^  M SUBJECTS, 

^ iJCMiONQ  OF  THE  16TH  STliEET 
B^PTET  CHUBCB;  miiMlNGHAI^, 
AO.BAMA,  SEFTEIJHER  IS,  196» 
BOUmUG  MATTEKS 


tor  review  by  Ko'fiQ 

Date  1\ 


V"' 

L 

- C.D._1 

•1 

t 

TEU  is  ta  edvlfte  tkat  Mr.  WlliUtti  Joeepli  Baxley,  recestl; 
elected  Mtatwti  General  of  tee  StUe  eX  Alakaou,  lue  contacted  teo 
FBI  rei^ee&Ung  tee  retuUs  of  certOn  aspects  of  our  tevecUsation  In 
captioned  case. 

Ur.  Baxley  stated  Ee  has  launched  an  Inqoiri  Into  tee 
case,  and  desired  assistance  in  teat  re^rd.  i;^)ecificaH>,  he  re<tueated 
tee  naaies  of  witnesses  who  can  place  certain  suspects  in  Birmlsshaui, 
Aiahaxaa,  cut  tee  date  of  tee  txiuihios,  an>  avaiUble  inforciatioa  as  to 
auto'XiCOilea  teen  oi«rated  o>  tee  suspects,  and  tee  nature  of  the 
jiaplosive  device  or  devices  used  in  tee  tw^uOin^.  He  also  desires  advice 
iM  to  polygraph  tests  given  to  tee  suspects,  and  wishes  to  interview  tee 
Individuals  who  administered  tee  tests. 

Mr.  Baalej  also  advised  that  Ur.  Ben  E.  Alien,  a termer 
capUia  of  the  Alabama  Bighwaj^  Patrol  now  employed  as  a private 
investigator  for  a Ucatgomer/,  Alabama  newspaper,  has  tdtea  a leave  of 
ahaence  to  SKira  on  this  case  as  a member  el  Ur.  £^aJey*s  stall. 

It  would  appear  that  say  laformatten  furnished  to  Ur.  Budey 
woold  eventually  cotne  to  tee  attention  of  Mr.  AUen.  This  would  appear  to 
he  highly  ndesirable,  tnasmoch  as  Ur.  Allen  Is  not  a duly  suteorissd 
luU-tims  law  onforcemeat  oUtcsr.  Also,  his  regular  employment  hy  a 
newsfMptr  shotOd  he  taaen  into  cosshteration  la  evatoatiai  Ur.  Baalty's 


request  ntl>83 


12  APR  15  1971 


AjslstAsl  Attorney 
Civil  Hi^ts  Diviskw 


lBum«eli  M ikU  CMO  rtioataift  tmder  acUre 
ad^lag  Mr*  fiaxtey  UmI  kia  v«(iiio«|  tmta.  raferrod  to 

totbeabwacaofgptcUMtestroctloMfromyoiir^^^ 


^^OM  ^®”^orandum  Rosen  to  Sullivan  dated  4/9/71  captioned, 


a- 


April  8 , 1971 


GENERAL  INVESTIGATIVE  DIVISION 
This  case  involved  bomb  ^ of  16th 
Sftreet  ^ptist  Church,  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  9/15/63,  which  resulted  in  deaths 
of  4 Negro  girls,  injuries  to  16  other 
persons  and  damage  to  church  of  approximrt- 
eiy  $30, 000.  , 

Attached  conceihJB  request  made  by 
recently  elected  Alabai|ia  Attorney  tJeneral 
WiiHam  Joseph  Baxley  for  the  results  of 
certain  aspects  of  our  investigation. 

Baxley  request  will  be  referred  to  the  , 
Civil  Rights  Division  of  the  Department  ' 
(which  Div^ision  handleu  instant  case)  and  ' 
SAC,  Birmingham  is  being  instructed  to  so  j 
advise  Baxley. 

Investigation  identified  small  group  of 
hardcore  Klansmen  as  probable  subjects 
but  possibility  of  successful  Federal 
prosecution  prejudiced  by  premature  arrests 
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REFERENCE  TELEPHONE  CALL  FROM  MR.  BLAND  IN  MR.  BISHoV’S 


D n Mn  r iim 
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OFFICE  OF  APRIL  FIVE  , LAST,  IN  WHICH  THAT  LATE  AFTERNOON,  NEWLY 
ELECTED  ALABAMA  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  WILLIAM  JOSEPH  "BILL"  BAXLEY 

DESIRED  SOME  INFORMATION  FROM  FBI  FILES  REGARDING  CAPTIONED 
MATTER. 

ON  APRIL  SIX,  LAST,  I PLACED  CALL  TO  BAXLEY  WHO  RETURNED 
CALL  LATE  AFTERNOON,  «R,  BAXLEY  ADVISED  AS  FOLLOWS* 

ONE  OF  THE.^REAT  AIMS  DURING  HIS  TERM  AS  ALABAMA  ATTORNEY 
general  is  TO  SOLVE  CAPTIONED  MATTER.  -^RD  THAT  ENll^E  HAS 
END  PAGE  ONE  ' 
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D.  -JACK^H 


ASSIGNED  HIS  CHIEF  INVESTIGATOR  JACOB  ‘ ‘ ~ ' 

V / X y 

PRIVATE  INVESTIGATOR  BEN  l\aLLEN,  TO  CONDUCT  A f^lO ROUGH 

INQUIRY.  SHOWS  AND  ALLEN  HAVE  AN  INFORMER  WHO  BELIEVES  HE 

MIGHT  BE' OF  MATERIAL  ASSISTANCE.  SHOWS  AND  ALLEN  HAVE  BEEN 

WRKING  FOR  ABOUT  TWO  WEEKS  ON  THE  MATTER,  AND  HAVE  A LIST  OF 

APPROXIMATELY  TWENTY  SUSPECTS,  AMONG  WHICH  AREj 


ROBERT  ^CHAMBLISS, 

ET  AL,  ALL  OF  WHOM  HAVE  BEEN  THOROUGHLY  INVESTIGA- 
TED BY  FBI  IN  THIS  CASE. 

BAXLEY  IS  NOT  ENTIRELY  CLEAR  PRECISELY  WHAT  INFORMATION  HE 


WANTS  FROM  THE  FBI.  HE  WANTS  TO  COME  TO  BIRMINGHAM  MORNING  OF 
APRIL  FOURTEEN,  NEXT,  WITH  SHOWS  AND  ALLEN  AND  "SIT  DOWN 
ACROSS  THE  TABLE."  AT  SUCH  A MEETING  BAXLEY  AND  HIS  AIDES  WILL 
TELL  US  WHAT  THEY  KNOW  AND  SEEK  CONFIRMATION  FROM  US  WITH 
ADDITIONAL  DATA  FROM  OUR  RECORDS.  PRESSED  TO  BE  MORE  SPECIFIC, 
BAXLEY  SAID  THAT  WITH  REGARD  TO  THE  SUSPECTS,  HE  WANTS  TO 
END  PAGE  TWO 
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KNOW  NAMES  OF  WITNESSES  WHO  CAN  PLACE  THEM  IN  BIRHINGHAH  ON  DATE 
OF  BOMBING,  ANY  INFORMATION  WE  HAVE  IN  OUR  FILES  AS  TO  CARS  THEN 
BEING  OPERATED  BY  SUSPECTS,  AND  THE  RESULTS  OF  ALL  INTERVIEWS 
CONDUCTED  BY  FBI  WITH  THESE  SUSPECTS.  ADDITIONALLY,  HE  WANTS  TO 
KNOW  makeup  of  EXPLOSIVES  USED  IN  BOMBINGS,  AND  WHETHER  THE 
EXPLOSION  WAS  TRIGGERED  BY  A RED  AND  WHITE  FISHING  CORD  AS  IS 
ALLEGED  BY  HIS  INFORMER.  HE  ALSO  DESIRES  TO  INTERVIEW  THE  FBI 
polygraph  OPERATOR  WHO  ADMINISTERED  POLYGRAPH  TESTS  TO  SUSPECTS, 
AND  TO  BE  ADVISED  OF  THE  RESULTS  OF  SUCH  TESTS. 

BAXLEY  SAID  NO  AGENCY  OTHER  THAN  HIS  OFFICE  AND  THE  FBI  IS 
aware  HE  IS  CONDUCTIfi  THIS  INVESTIGATION  AND  THAT  HE  DID  NOT 
WANT  ANY  OTHER  AGENCY  TO  BECOME  AWARE  OF  HIS  INVESTIGATION,  PAR- 
TICULARLY  THE  ALABAMA  DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  SAFETY  AND  THE 

I ADVISED  BAXLEY  IT  WOULD  BE  ALL  RIGHT  FOR  HIM  TO  BE  IN  MY 
OFFICE  NEXT  WEDNESDAY  AM  UNLESS  HE  HEARD  FROM  ME  TO  THE  CONTRARY, 
AND  THAT  IN  MEANTIME,  1 WOULD  NEED  CLEARANCE  FROM  MY  HEADQUARTERS. 

BACKGROUND  RE  BAXLEY  SET  FOUTH  IN  MOBILE  LETTER  TO  BUREAU 


DATED  FEBRUARY  TWELVE,  SEVENTYONE,  CAPTIONED,  "NATIONAL 
END  PAGE  THREE 
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TODAY  WHEN  MOBILE  SAC  ADVISED  ME  BEN  ALLEN  IS  STILL  CONNECT- 
ED WITH  MONTGOMERY  ADVERTISER- JOURNAL # I CALLED  MR,  BAXLEY  TO 
ASCERTAIN  HIS  EXACT  STATUS,  BAXLEY  SAID  ALLEN  IS  A PRIVATE 
INVESTIGATOR  AND  IS  STILL  ON  PAYROLL  OF  THE  NEWSPAPER,  BUT  IS 
ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE  TO  WORK  FOR  BAXLEY  ON  THIS  SPECIFIC  CASE 
DUE  TO  HIS  EXTENSIVE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  CASE,  AND  BAXLEY  IS  PAYING 
ALLEN  EXPENSES  ONLY,  BAXLEY  SAID  ALLEN’S  WORK  ON  CAPTIONED 
matter  IS  IN  NO  WAY  RELATED  TO  HIS  EMPLOYMENT  BY  THE  NEWSPAPER, 

FOREGOING  PLACES  ME  IN  DIFFICULT  POSITION,  IT  SEEMS  LOGICAL 
that  we  NOT  WITHHOLD  PERTINENT  DATA  RE  A MURDER  CASE  FROM  BAXLEY. 
ON  THE  OTHER  HAND,  WHETHER  DATA  IS  GIVEN  TO  BAXLEY  ONLY,  WITHOUT 
PRESENCE  OF  ALLEN  , THIS  DATA  MAY  BE  MADE  AVAILABLE  BY  BAXLEY  TO 
END  PAGE  FIVE 
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OFFICER,  POSSIBILITY  CANNOT  BE  OVERLOOKED  THAT  ANY  DATA  ALLEN 
RECEIVES  WILL  BE  MADE  AVAILABLE  BY  HIM  TO  HIS  NEWSPAPER  EVEN- 
TUALLY. WHILE  I DO  NOT  DOUBT  SINCERITY  OF  BAXLEY'S  DESIRE  TO 
SOLVE  THIS  CASE,  IT  ALSO  CANNOT  BE  OVERLOOKED  THAT  POLITICS  IS 
AN  ADDITIONAL  FACTOR.  FURTHER,  I HAVE  ADVISED  BAXLEY  THIS  CASE 
HAS  BEEN  EXHAUSTIVELY  INVESTIGATED  BY  THE  FBI  AND  IS  STILL  UNDER 
INVESTIGATION  BY  THIS  OFFICE.  ALSO,  I HAVE  ADVISED  HIM  THAT  OUR 
FILE  IS  EXTREMELY  VOLUMINOUS  AND  WOULD  REQUIRE  COUNTLESS  HOURS 

*rr\  nE'eTD|?Y\  CiV  UTM 

iO  hc.vlc.w  lU  c.AlnH^i  uA  1 h i?  i nin# 

MY  RECOMMENDATION  IS  THAT  I ADVISE  BAXLEY  THAT  WE  WILL 
PROVIDE  HIM  and  SHOWS  ONLY,  OF  WHAT  DATA  CAN  BE  CLEANED  APART 
FROM  A LENGTHY  FILE  REVIEW,  AND  THAT  ORALLY,  WITH  THE  STRICT 
UNDERSTANDING  THAT  ANY  DATA  WE  FURNISH  MUST  NOT  BE  MADE  AVAIL- 
ABLE TO  any  NEWSPAPER  OR  ANY  NEWSPAPER  REPRESENTATIVE  SUCH  AS 
ALLEN.  IF  BAXLEY  WOULD  NOT  GIVE  SUCH  ABSOLUTE  ASSURANCE,  I 
RECOMMEND  WE  ADVISE  HIM  WE  WILL  NOT  FURNISH  ANY  DATA^ 


END  PAGE  SIX 


PAGE  SEVEN 

BUREAU  INSTRUCTIONS  REQUESTED,  TO  BE  RECEIVED  IN  TIME  TO 
advise  BAXLEY  PRIOR  TO  NEXT  WEDNESDAY. 

MOBILE  FOR  INFORMATION. 

END. 
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Mr.  Sullivan — 

Mr.  Muhr 

Mr.  Bishop  - 
Mr.BrennanCD 

Mr.  Callahan 

Mr.  Casper 

Mr.  Conrad  . 

Mr.  Dalbey 

Mr.  Felt 
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^ Mr.  Waltera 

Mr.  Soyars 

TmS.  Rooiyji  _ 

Miss  Holmes 

Miss  Gandy 


REMYTEL  APRIL  SEVEN,  SEVENTYONE,  AND  BUAIRTEL  APRIL  TWELVE, 
SEVENTY  ONE. 

ON  APRIL  TWELVE,  SEVENTYONE,  I CALLED  BAXLEY'S  OFFICE  IN 
MONTGOMERY.  HIS  SECRETARY  SAID  HE  WAS  OUT  BUT  SHE  WOULD  HAVE  HIM  / 
CALL  ME.  HE  DID  NOT  CALL  BACK.  YESTERDAY  I TRIED  TO  CONTACT 
BAXLEY  UNSUCCESSFlLLY.  THIS  MORNING  BAXLEY  SHOWED  UP  IN  MY  OFFICE 
WITH  JACOB  D.  SHOWS  AND  BEN  L.  ALLEN.  I ADVISED  BAXLEY  OF  MY 
UNSUCCESSFUL  EFFORTS  TO  CONTACT  HIM,  GAVE  HIM  THE  INFORMATION  IN 


DEPARTMENT  THROUGH  FBI  HEADQUARTERS,  I WOULD  NOT  BE  ABLE  TO  SUPPLY 
HIM  DATA  HE  SEEKS. 

BAXLEY  AND  AIDES  LEFT.  BAXLEY  SAID  HE  WAS  GOING  TO  CALL  AAG 
EBD  PAGE  ONE  " / ^ I 
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JERRI  S LEONARD,  WITH  WHOM  HE  IS  PERSONALLY  ACQUAINTED,  THIS  AFTER 
NOON  TO  SEEK  DEPARTMENTAL  CLEARANCE  FOR  DESIRED  DATA. 

ABOVE  FOR  INFORMATION  OF  BUREAU.  AIRMAIL  COPY  WITH  COPY  OF 
REAIRTEL  TO  MOBILE  FOR  INFORMATION. 

END. 


EBR  FBI  WASH  DC 


The  possibility  of  successful  Federal  prosecution 


was  prejuaicea  oy  premature  arrests  of  Chambliss,  Cagle  and  Hall  by  the 
Alabama  Highway  Patrol  (AHP).  Thousands  of  interviews  have  been 
conducted  and  results  of  investigation,  which  still  continues,  are  contained  / 
in  36  file  sections. 

Recently-elected  Alabama  Attorney  General  William  Joseph 
Baxley  has  requested  advice  as  to  the  results  of  certain  aspects  of  our 


invest^ation. 


1)  C ontinued  Over  - ■ 

— 

Enclosur^ 
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Rosen  to  Sullivan  Memorandum 
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ACTION:  1)  Attached  for  approval  is  a letter  to  the  Civil  Rights  Division 

{which  Division  handled  this  case)  referring  Baxley’s  request  to  that 
Division,  and  pointing  out  we  are  so  advising  Baxley.  Letter  also 
recommends  against  disclosing  any  information  since  it  will  probably 
become  available  to  Allen,  who  is  not  a duly-authorized  full-time  law 
enforcement  officer  and  who  is  affiliated  with  a newspaper. 

2)  Birmingham  has  been  instructed  to  contact  Baxley  and 
advise  him  his  request  has  been  referred  to  the  Civil  R^hts  Division. 
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UNITED  STATES  GOVl-^-NMENT 

^ Memorandum 

» ; DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

lloi/  : SAC,  BIRMIN(2IAM  (157-: 


date:  4/29/71 


SAC,  BIRMIN(2IAM  (157-352)  (P) 


I <_ 

rajECr:/  BAPBOHB 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau,  3/30/71. 

SUMMARY 

Birmingham  is  continuing  to  conduct  investigation 
concerning  theft  of  explosives  and  related  matters , as  well 
as  conduct  investigation  regarding  its  bombing  suspects. 


onal  investigation  has  been  con 


ducted  on  the  same  information  that  he  furnished  in  1971.  V 


(£)-  Bureau  (RM) 
am 
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Buy  U.S.  Savings  Bands  Regularly  on  the  Payroll  Savings  Plan 


OrnONAL.  FORM  NO.  iO 
MAT  EDITION 
GSA  FFMR  <41  CFfl) 
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SUBJEC 


UNITED  STATES  GO  ’ERNMENT 

Memoraridum 


D iRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 


date;  5/28/71 


from  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 


BAPBOMB 


Re  Birminghain  letter  to  Bureau,  4/29/71. 
SUMMARY 

The  Jacksonville  Division  is  presently 
conducting  investigation  concerning  an  Individual 
by  the 


Jacksonville  is  endeavoring 
CO  ouiaru  lull  oackground~data  on  this  individual,  after 
which  time  they  will  promptly  furnish  this  information 
^^^Mrmingham  for  evaluation  purposes  prior  to  contacting 
regarding  his  comments. 

The  Bureau  will  be  kept  advised. 


^)-  Bureau  (RM) 
2 - Birmingham 
1 - 157-352 


Regfdarly  on  the  Payroll  Savings  Plan 
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UNITED  STATES  Gv^/ERNMENT 

Memorandum 

DIREIJTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 
L^SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 


date:  7/30/71 


subject:  BAPBOMB 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau,  6/30/71. 
SUMMARY 


n Division  advised  that  the 


The  Ide 

were 

not  identical  with  the uniue5TTTie^^Taten^^prT^T^T.n  the 
GREENBOMBS  case. 

The  JacJ^^^ille  Division  is  continuing  its 
investigation  re^^^^and  the  results  of  the  interview 
with  him  by  Jacksonville  will  be  furnished  to  the  Bureau 
after  it  is  received  by  Birmingham. 

Birmingham  is  presently  conducting  investigation 
re  its  bombing  suspects  to  bring  information  relating  to 
them  up-to-date. 


_ Bureau  (RM) 
1 - Birmingham 
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^ U.S.  Savings  Bonds  Regularly  on  the  Payroll  Savings  Plan 


OPTIONAL  FORM  NO,  10 
k^ilAY  £omON 

^ G'iA  FPMR  (41  CF»)  lOt-11.* 

iJnited  statEo  v;overnment 

Memorandum 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (Attn:  Identification  date:  8/6/71 

Division,  Latent  Fingerprint  Section) 


SAC,  JACKSONVILLE  (157-584)  (P) 


UNSUBS; 

BOMBING  OF  SlIfTEENTH  STREET 
BAPTIST , CHURCH 
BIRMINGHAf'I,  ALA. 

9/15/63 

BOMBING  MATTERS 
CONSPIRACY 
00:  BH 


The  FBI  Latent  Fingerprint  Section  is  requested 
to  compare  latent  prints  previously  submitted  in  this  case 
^y^^^^^^g^ngham  Office  with  the  enclosed  fingerprints  of 
This  fingerprint  card  should  be  returned  to 
xn^^^aCKSonville  Office  upon  completion  of  the  requested 
examination. 

Bureau  (Enc.  1)  (RM)^T-105 

2 - Birmingham  (RM)  I8AUG  -4  1971  ' v.t 

^^J^cksonville  ^ r,  ^ V; 


Buy  U.S.  Savings  Bonds  Bjgularly  on  the  Bayroll  Savings  Plan 
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Washington,  D.  C.  2053/ 

REPORT 

IDENTIFICATION  DIVISION 


LATENT  FINGERPRINT  SECTION 


YOUH  FILE  NO, 
FB 


157*564 

SAC»  JadkwmrlUs 
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Auipuat  I7«  1971 


UMSUBS.i 

BOMBIMG  OF  SIXTUOIIH  STKSET 
BAPTIST  CKUBCE 
BlRKUKSAMi  ALABAMA 
9/15/63 

B0KBIN6  MATTERS}  COKSPXRACT 


HEFERENCEs 
EXAMINATION  RE. 
SPECIMENS: 


Lattar  I/6/7I 

:OUESTED  BYi 

FlnjiirpHata  of|| 


Ho  latant  prints  of  voloo  hoTC  boon  roportod 
in  coptioood  eooo. 

Sin  lotont  flnsorprinto  roportod 
on  bonbo  in  Groonboabo  oooot  Bufilo  #174*35 » oro  not 
idontlcol  vith  flngnTprlnto  ol 


BttMttod  flngorprlnto  oaeloaod 
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FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
LATENT  FINGERPRINT  SECTION  WORK  SHEET 

Recorded:  8-16-71  1:00  r>  m ie  Reference  No:  157-584 

* ’ FBI  File  No;  157-1025  / 

Received:  8-16-71  Latent  Case  No;  -45563 

Answer  to:  SAC , Jacksonville 


Examination  requested  by;AddreSSee 


Copy  to:  ;;,;sUBS; 

Ba-3IJG  OF  SDGTELLTH  STRLiiT 
' bAPTIJT  CHURCH 

BIRlilHGrL'Ui,  ALA.  9/15/63 
BOIiBXIlG  lii-.TTLRS 
COR8PIRAGY 


Date  of  reference  communication:  Letter  8-6-71 
Specimens:  Fineerorint  card  submitted  of 


Suspect : 


> 


Result  of  examination 


L 


Examination  by^| 

^ ^ V Evidence  noted  by: 

Uc  I'JV-J-' 

%c  c CM' ( 74/ -ir  _ 

Examination  completed  — — in  Dictated  r/7 
Time  Date  Date 


, UNITED  STAXr  ’OVI^  MENT 

V ' Memorandum 


TO 


subject; 


Director,  FBI  (157-1025) 

SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 
BAPBOMB^ 


) 


date:  8/31/71 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau,  7/30/71. 

SUMMARY 

/ The  Jackso^^^J^Di vision  is  continuing  its 

^ ^ investigation  and  the  results  of  an 

interview  with  him  by  JacKsonville  will  be  furnished  to 
the  Bureau  after  it  is  received  by  Birmingham, 

Birmingham  is  continuing  to  conduct  investigation 
re  its  bombing  suspects  to  bring  information  relating 
to  them  up-to-date. 
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UNITED  STATES  TRNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO  VIdirector,  FBI  (157-1025) 

FROM  : SAC,  Birmingham  (157-352)  (p) 


j 


date: 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau,  8/31/71 ^ 
SUMMARY 


Birmingham  is  continuing  its  investigation 
re  its  bombing  suspects. 

Birmingham  is  also  conducting  investigations 
re  new  Klan  members  who  have  had  contact  with  known 
Klansmen  in  previous  years.  As  sufficient  backgrotind 
data  is  developed  on  these  individuals,  Birmingham  is 
requesting  the  Identification  Division  to  compare  their 
fingerprints  on  file  with  the  unidentified  latent  prints 
in  the  Greenbombs  case. 


9O1«*10B 
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UNITED  S.a'K  ; GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO  { J>±r©ctor,  FBI  (157-Z025) 


TO  { J>±r©cto 

, 

ITOn\iT  ^.Q5r«,  m 


FROM  ^SAO,  Birmingham  (X57-352)  (P) 


date;  10/29/71 


subject;  BAPBOUB 


9/29/71. 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau  dated 


SUMMARY 


Birmingham  is  conducting  investigation  regard 
ing  new  Klan  members  who  have  had  contact  with  known 
Klansmen  in  previous  years  and  whenever  sufficient  background 
is  developed  in  this  case  regarding  individuals,  Birmingham 
is  requesting  the  Identification  Division  to  compare  their 
fingerprints  on  file  with  the  unidentified  latent  prints'  ]j/> 
in  the  Greenbombs  case.  / 

Birmingham  is  also  conducting  investigation  / 
in  connection  with  individuals  who  come  to  the  attention  of 
the  Birmingham  office  who  may  be  potential  bombing  suspects. 


2J>*  Bureau  (RM) 
3 - Birmingham , 


£EC  2b 
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0»r»OMAl  PO«M  NO.  10  MfO-104 

**AT  »t*2  tOtTtON 
CIA  GtN.  MG.  NO.  if 

UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


Mr, 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


^APBOMB 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


DATE:  ///<// -p/ 


Bulky  Exhibit  File  Number:  157-1025-521 


We  are  in  the  process  of  reviewing  all  bulky  exhibits  in  order 
that  we  may  dispose  of  those  which  serve  no  further  purpose.  Inasmuch 
as  many  of  the  bulky  exhibits  pertain  to  inactive  cases  and  are  occupying 
badly  needed  space,  it  is  requested  that  the  appropriate  substantive 
supervisor  review  the  above-listed  bulky  exhibit  and  render  a decision 
as  to  its  retention  or  disposition.  A notetion  as  to  the  decision  reached 
may  be  placed  on  this  memorandhm.  The  memorandum  should  be 
returned  to  the  Filing  Unit  of  the  Records  Branch,  Room  1116,  Identi- 
fication Building,  for  filing  in  the,  case  file. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


a^^h^el 


That  captioned  bulky  exhibit  be  reviewed  and  a decision  rendered 
the  retention  or  disposition  of  the  material. 


I I Destroy 


I I Other  Disposition 


Reason  for  Decision 


not  recorded” 
a 0 1971 


97N0V  1 1 1871 


MAt  ItGZ  EDITION 
G5A  F^MA  (*l  CTA) 
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^.iRNMENT 


Memorandum 


Birmingham  is  also  conducting  investigation 
in  connection  with  individuals  who  come  to  the  attention 
of  the  Birmingham  Office  who  may  be  potential  bombing 
suspects. 
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Buy  U.S.  Savings  Bonds  Regularly  on  the  Payroll  Savings  Plan 
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OnriONAL  POKM  NO.  10 
MAY  t««2  EDITION 

S5A  (41  CFR)  tOl.tl.A  ^ 

UNITED  STATES  'ERNMENT 

\ 

Memorandum 

TO  , Director,  FBI  (157-1025) 

date:  12/30/71 

FROM^^^^CyBIRM  INGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 

subject:  BAPBOMB 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau,  11/30/71, 
SUMMARY 


j_  Birmingham  is  continuing  to  conduct  investiea tion 

in  connection  with  individuals  who  come  to  their  attention 
who  may  be  potential  bombing  suspects.  As  soon  a^su?^^cLnt 
ackground  data  is  developed  on  these  individuals,  their 
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Buy  U.S.  Savings  Bonds  Bcgularly 


on  the  Payroll  Savings  Plan 


OPTIONAL  rORH  10 

Mi^Y  IMZ  EDITlOt 

CSA  FPMfl  (41  CFR)  101'ILI 

UNITED  STATE. 


/ERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO 


date: 


, / (157-1025) 

\|  ij'-'jhjt  X) 

* ^3AC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 


1/28/72 


/from 


SUBTEOt/0 


BAPBOMB 


\ 


summary 

Birmingham  is  presently  conducting  investiga- 
tion to  bring  information  relating  to  its  bombing  sus- 
pects up-to-date.  Investigation  is  also  being  conducted 
concerning  individuals  who  are  new  members  of  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan  (KKK)  and  as  soon  as  sufficient  background  data  is 
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Buy  U.S.  Savings  Bonds  Bigularly  on  the  Payroll  Savings  Plan 


FROM  ; 
SUBJECT: 


(C 
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OmONAL  FQW4  HO,  10 

MAT  1tl2  EDITION 

SS*  PPMR  (41  cm)  101.11. 
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UNITED  STATE*  GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


Director,  FBI 
/SAC,  Birmingham 
B^^BOMB 


(157-1025) 
(157-352)  (P) 


date:  2/29/72 


fle  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau  dated  1/28/72. 
SUMMARY 


. , . Birmingham  Division  is  continuine  to  coniinr»  + 

sulnectf^^^°+  bring  background  data  on  its  bolbing 
fnSf  ■to  submit  names  of  pertinent 

ndxviduals  who  have  come  to  the  attention  of  the  Birmingham 

Identlf?oat“^  investigations  to  the 

Identification  Division  in  order  that  their  prints  mav  be 
compared  with  the  unidentified  latents  in  this  case.  ^ 


Bureau  (RM) 
^^irmingham . 


.5 


Buy  U.S.  Savings  Bonds 


Kegularly  on  the  Payroll  Savings  Plan 


emONAl.  FORM  NO.  10 

mat  1MB  namoN 

«SA  FFMl^  <41 


UNITED  STATE.  J'~'  ERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO  : DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

FROM  : jsAG^BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 

0 


date:  3/30/72 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau,  dated  2/29/72. 
SUMMARY 


Birmingham  is  continuing  this  investigation 
to  bring  its  bombing  suspects  up  to  date  as  well  as  to 

SIlfYm'i  f:  nOfftiAc  rs-^  4 4 4 ^ ...  t 

4.X1UXV xuuH xs  wao  nave  come 

to  the  attention  of  the  Birmingham  Office  during  the 
course  of  other  investigations  to  the  Identification 
Division  in  order  that  their  prints  may  be  compared 
with  the  unidentified  latents  in  the  Greenbombs  case. 
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^ * ' ^ujy  U.S.  Savings  Bonds  'Rtgularly  on  the  Payroll  Savings  Plan 


OPTIONAL  FORM  NO.  tO 

May  IMl  COITION 

OSA  PPMR  (41  CPr)  IQI.fM 


FROM 


SUBJEi 


date:  4/28/72 


UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

Memordraium 

DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (p) 

kPBOMB 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau  dated  3/30/72, 

summary 

Birmingham  Is  continuing  to  submit  names  of 
^rtinent  individuals  who  have  come  to  its  attention 
course  of  other  investigations  to  the 
Identification  Division  in  order  that  their  prints  mav 
compared  with  the  unidentified  latents  in  the  Green- 
bomb  case. 
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^uJTj.S.  Savings  Bonds  Rtguiariy 


on  tht  Bayroll  Savings  Flan^''^’  ^ 
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EC 


ernONU.  poHM  NO.  10 

May  IOC  EorriON 

eSA  FFMR  («  e™)  IOt-11.0 


UNITED  STATES  ^ 3VERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO  : ACTING  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

: SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 


subject:  baPBOMB 


date:  5/31/72 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau,  4/28/72. 


SUMMARY 


Birmingham  is  continuing  to  submit  names  of 
pertinent  individuals  who  have  come  to  its  attention 
during  the  course  of  other  investigation  to  the 
Identification  Division  in  order  that  their  prints 
may  be  compared  with  the  unidentified  latents  in  the 
Greenbombs  case . 


O^tONAL  rORM  NCL  |0 
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UNITED  STATES  ^-"‘^'^ERNMENT 

Memorandum 


\ 

j 


TO 


FROM 


ACTpO  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 


BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) (P) 


date:  6/23/72 


subject; 


/ 

/ 


BAPBOMB 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau,  5/31/72. 
SUMMARY 


During  the  past  month,  investigation  was 
conducted  on  expedite  civil  rights  matters.  Birmingham 
is  continuing  to  submit  names  of  pertinent  individuals 
who  have  come  to  its  attention  during  the  course  of 
other  investigations  to  the  Identification  Division 
in  order  that  their  prints  may  be  compared  with  the 
unidentified  latents  in  the  Greenbomb  case. 
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UNITED  STATE 


C"  ’.RNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO 


ACTING  DIRXCTOB,  FBI  (157-1025) 


FRO¥^^:|  I ^C,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 

7]\'' I 

WEct(  ^APBOMB 


date:  7/31/72 


Re  BlrmlnghaB  letter  to  Bureau,  6/23/72, 

SUMMARY 

During  the  past  nonth,  Investigation  was 
conducted  on  expedite  Civil  Rights  matters.  Birmingham 
Is  continuing  to  submit  names  of  pertinent  Individuals 
that  come  to  Its  attention  during  the  course  of  other 
Investigation  to  the  Identification  Division  for  comparison 
with  the  unidentified  la tents  In  the  Greenbombs  case. 
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Memorandum 

'TO  ACTIMG  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025)  date:  8/30/72 

FROM  : CfeAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 


subject:  BAPBOMB 


Re  Blrninghan  letter  to  Bureau,  7/31/72, 


SUMMARY 


Birmingham  is  continuing  to  Submit  names  of 
pertinent  Individuals  who  come  to  its  attention  during 
course  of  other  investigations  to  Identification 
Division  for  comparison  with  unidentified  latents  in 
the  Greenbombs  case.  During  the  past  month, investigation 
vas  also  conducted  on  expedite  Civil  Rights  matters. 


bJ 


' ' l7p^L 


(3)  - Bureau  (RM) 
1 - Birmingham 


^SEPS 


pu-'-> 

1972 


9otQ-icm 


Buy  U.S.  Savings  Bonds  Kegularly  on  the  Payroll  Savings  Plan 


OPTIONAi.  rORM  NO»  10 

MAY  1«BZ  EDmON 

C&A  FPMR  (41  CFW)  ttl-ll.i 


UNITED  STATE. 
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Memorandum 
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TO  j : 

.. 

FROM  : 


f- 


subject: 


^ING  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 
^C,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 


date:  9/29/72 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau,  8/30/72, 
SUMMARY 

As  the  names  of  pertinent  individuals  come 
to  Birmingham's  attention  during  the  course  of  bombing 
investigations,  these  names  are  being  submitted  to 
the  Identification  Division  for  comparison  with  the 
unidentified  latents  in  the  Greenbombs  case. 


MAY  \wtt  eomoN 
GBA  F^Mfl  («1  Cf^) 


UNITED  STATE  ’0^  ^ J'lMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


ACTING  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 


FROM  : Osa'^C,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 


SUBJECT 


: (^i^ 


PBOHB 


date:  11/6/72 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau,  9/29/72, 

summary 


As  the  names  of  pertinent  individuals  come  to 
Birmingham’s  attention  during  the  course  of  bombing 
investigations,  these  names  are  being  submitted  to  the 
Identification  Division  for  comparison  with  the  unident- 
ified la tents  in  the  Greenbombs  case. 
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UNITED  STATES 


^ERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO 


ACTING  DIRECTOR 


FROM  : ^SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 


subject;C^BAPBOMB 


, FBI  (157-1025) 
(157-352)  (P) 


J 


date:  11/28/72 


Re  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau,  11/6/72, 

SUMMARY 

namee  of  pertinent  individuals  come  to 
Birmingham  s attention  during  the  course  of  bombing 
investigations,  these  names  are  being  submitted  to  the 
Identification  Division  for  comparison  with  the  unidentified 
latents  in  the  Greenbombs  case. 
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UNITED  STATl  ;C  RNMENT 

Memorandum 


ACTING  DIRSCTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

SAC,  ^WRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 

) ^ 

BAPBOHB 


date:  12/30/72 


R0  Birmingham  letter  to  Bureau,  11/28/72. 
SUMMARY 


As  the  names  of  pertinent  Individuals  come  to 
Birmingham's  attention  during  the  course  of  bombing  In- 
vestigations, these  names  are  being  submitted  to  the 
Identification  Division  for  comparison  with  the  unidenti- 
fied la tents  In  the  GRRSNBOMB  case. 
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Bujy  U.S.  Savings  Bonds 


Kegularly  on  the  Payroll  Savings  Plan 


SAC.  Biraolngham 
Acting  Director.  FBI 


1/16/73 


>1 


^’bapbomb^ 

file:  157-352 

Bufile:  157-1025 

GREEHBOHBS 
BHfile:  174-6 

Buflle:  174-35 


During  th<=*  recent  inspection  of  your  office,  you 
stated  that  all  logical  leads  have  been  covered  in  captioned 
cases  and  suggested  the  laatter  he  taken  up  with  the  substan- 
tive desk  vith  a vlev  toward  permitting  you  to  close  these 
cases. 

Since  all  logical  investigation  has  been  completed 
and  the  statute  of  limitations  has  run  in  both  cases,  you 
are  authorised  to  close  these  cases;  however,  you  should 
continue  to  submit  logical  fingerprints,  when  developed,  to 
the  Identification  Division  to  be  cos^ared  with  the  latents 
in  captioned  cases.  ^ 

REC  27/_f  7-/J  ’ /'/P 
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B JRN301973 


BAPBOMB  is  the  case  which  involves  the  bombing 
of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham,  Alabama,  on 
9/15/63,  resulting  in  the  death  of  four  Negro  girls,  injury 
to  16  other  persons,  and  approximately  $30-000  damages  to 
the  church.  GRESNBOllBS  is  tdie  case  which  involves  the 
explosion  at  the  residence  of  T,  R,  Crowell,  a Negro,  on 
4/1/65  and  unexploded  homhsUocated  3/21-22/65  and  4/1/65, 
'^11  in  Birmingi\>4iHl'  Extensive  investigation  has  been  con- 
ducted in  both  cases  and  all  logical  le<^d.sj have  been  jtun  out. 

CONTINUED  PAGE  2 
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Letter  to  BlaBlngha& 
Re:  BAPBOtiB  _ ^ 
157-1025  : 


IPTE  OOtmHtJEDl  ^ 

B<vn4ngW  bas  been  subolttlng  a saonaiy  letter  on  eadi 
each  month  is  only  stating  that  as  the  names  of  pertinent 

individuals  come  to  attention  during  the  course  or  tooblng 
investigations » these  naoes  ere  being  sutmitted  ^ ™ , 

Identification  Division  for  coiaparlson  vith  the  unidentlrlea 


■■ 


TO 


SUBJECT 


UNITED  STATES  GOV  VMENT 

Memorandum 

A. 

V>r. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Waimalldb 


DATE 


P.  Callahan 
B.  Mams 
Ai22i75 


Instant  case  concerns  the  bombing  ofTK^^WHi 

Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmin^am,  Alabama,  9/16/63,  which^ 

resulted  in  the  deaths  of  four  Negro  girls,  injuries  to 

16  other  persons  and  extensive  property  damage.  Purpos 

of  memorandum  is  to  advise  of  results  of  initial  contact 

of  William  J.  Baxley,  Attorney  General,  State  of  Alabama, 

who  contacted  Mr.  Reed  in  the  Director's  office  on  4/18/75 

infUcflf-.inff  had  Additional  information  in  this  matter  and  j 
— — — — — 

desired  to  see  the  SAC,  Birmingham  in  that  regard. 

Extensive  investigation  was  conducted  in  this 
matter,  under  the  supervision  of  the  General  Investigative 
Division.  Bureau  files  indicate  that  investigation  identified 
a small  group  of  hardcore  IClansmen  as  probably  subjects. 
Insufficient  information  was  developed  to  support  prosecution. 
Case  was  closed  due  to  completion  of  logical  investigation 
and  expiration  of  the  period  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations. 

Baxley  previously  contacted  FBIHQ  in  April,  1971  // 

in  this  matter.  During  resulting  contact  by  SAG,  Birmingham, 
he  indicated  he  had  an  informant  believed  by  him  to  be  of  / 
material  assistance  and  he  requested  certain  results  of  our  ^ 
prior  investigation.  Birmingham  was  instructed  at  that  time 
to  advise  him  his  request  had  been  referred  to  the  Civil 
Rights  Division  of  the  Department  (which  Division  then 
supervised  bombing  investigations) . That  Division  was  notified 
of  Mr.  Baxley's  request  and  the  nature  of  our  response 


157-1025 


rnwTTKiTnrrO  » ninro 


Memorandum  to  Mr,  W.  R,  Wannall 

Re:  BAPBOMB 

157-1025 


Upon  receipt  of  current  call  by  Mr.  Reed,  SAC, 
Birmingham,  was  instructed  to  contact  Mr.  Baxley,  which  he 
did  on  4/21/75;  at  the  same  time  arrangements  were  made 

A m A A 4*  4 ^ n ^ ^ A ^ ^ IhA  AM  ^ m a 
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SAC,  Birmingiham,  advised  that  during  the  initial 
contact  on  Mr.  Baxley  indicated  he  wanted  to 

restate  his  1971  request  for  results  of  our  investigation. 

He  indicated  he  had  information  from  an  informant  which 
warranted  recontact  with  numerous  individuals  previously 
interviewed  by  us.  He  declined  to  elaborate.  He  indicated 
he  wanted  two  things:  1.  FBI  Agents  to  jointly  participate  > 

with  his  investigators  in  any  additional  investigation  which 
might  be  conducted;  and  2,  that  if  Agents  were  not  available, 
results  of  previous  interviews  of  certain  individuals  be 
made  available  to  him.  SAC,  Birmin^am,  advised  him  that  if 
he  had  any  new  information  to  furnish,  we  would  conduct  any 
necessary  additional  investigation  but  that  Agents  could 
not  be  made  available  to  assist  him  in  this  matter.  He  was 
also  told  that  results  of  our  previous  investigation  could 
not  be  made  available  to  him  without  the  permission  of  the 
Department . 

ACTION: 

You  will  be  advised  of  the  results  of  the  4/25/75 
meeting  between  Mr.  Baxley  and  SAC,  Birmin^am, 


NR004  BH  PLAIN 


fe9ei;ai  tuvrAu  of  iMvtSTtC/ 

COMMUNICATIONS  StCTIon  ) 

APR  2 •!  19/0  >- 


7-26  PM  URGENT  4-21-75  GXR 
TO  ^ DIRECTOR  ( 157-  1025) 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  ( 157-552) 


Gen.  Inv. 

Inspei.-tioii 


BAPBOW 


REBUTELCAL  FROM  SUPERVISOR 

4-18-7^  jIN  WHICH  HE  ADVISED  ALABAMA  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  WILLIAM 
J.  *3ILL^A)aEY  HAD  EXPRESSED  TO  BUREAU  OFFICIALS  A DESIRE  TO  P 
I DISCUSS  sl^PPOSEDLY  ADDITIONAL  DEVELOPMENTS  IN  THIS  MATTER  WITI^^^ 
SAC,  BIRMINGHAM. 

MR.  BAXLEY  WAS  CONTACTED  A,  M.,  4-21-75,  AT  WHICH 
TIME  HE  ADVISED  THAT  HIS  OFFICE  HAD  INFORMATION  FROM  AN 
informant  WHICH  HE  aAlMED  WARRANTED  CONTACT  WITH  NUMEROUS 

t 

] individuals  who  had  PREVIOUSLY  BEEN  INTERVIEWED  DURING  FBI 
1 INVEST IGAT  10 N OF  CAPTIONED  MATTER*  MR.  BAXLEY  DECLINED  TO 

I elaborate  AS  TO  THE  NATURE  OF  THIS  INFORMATION  BUT  INDICATED 

IT  WAS  essentially  THE  SAME  THAT  HAD  BEEN  BROUGHT  TO  THE  " 

I ATTENTION  OF  THE  FBI  IN  APRIL  1971  (SEE  BH  TELETYPE  TO  BUREAl^^^^ 

I 4-7-71  CAPTIONED  ABOVE)*  MR.  BAXLEY  WAS  ADVISED  THAT  IF  HE 

® HAD  information  WHICH  THE  FBI  HAD  HOT  HAD  PRIOR  ACCESS  TO  ^ 


END  PAGE  ONE 
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PAGE  TWO 

AND  WHICH  WOULD  SERVE  AS  A BASIS  FOR  REINSTITUTING 

investigation  in  this  Matter  the  fbi  would  accept  same 
and  initiate  appropriate  inquiry. 

DLIRING  this  contact  with  MR.  BAXLEY  ST  WAS 


APPARENT  HE  WANTED  TWO  THINGS  FROM  THE  FBI;  Cl),  HE  WANTED 
PBI  AGENTS  TO  JOINTLY  PARTICIPATE  WITH  HIS  INVESTIGATORS  IN 
ANY  NEW  investigation  SHOULD  IT  BE  INSTITUTED.  (2)  SHOULD 
FBI  agent  PERSONNEL  NOT  BE  AVAILABLE  TO  ASSIST  MR.  BAXLEY'S 
INVESTIGATORS,  HE  ASKED  THAT  COPIES  OF  THE  RESULTS  OF 
INTERVIEWS  WITH  CERTAIN  INDIFIDUALS  BE  MADE  AVAILABLE  TO  HIM. 

I INFORMED  HIM  THaT  SPECIAL  AGENT  PERSONNEL  WOULD  NOT  BE 
AVAILABLE  TO  ASSIST  HIS  INVESTIGATORS  IN  ANY  INVESTIGATION 

OF  THIS  Matter  AND  that  no  information  or  results  of  fbi 

investigation  COULD  BE  MADE  AVAILABLE  TO  HIM  WITHOUT  FIRST 
obtaining  clearance  from  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE. 

SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  AGREED  TO  DISCUSS  THIS  MATTER  FURTHER  THROUGH 

AN  appointment  SCHEDULED  FOR  TWO  P.  M.,  4-25-75  AT  MONTGOMERY, 

ALABAMA.  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  WILL  BE  ACCOMPANIED  BY  St 


ro  WHOM  THIS  CASE  HAS  BEEN  ASSIGNED  IN  THE  PAST. 


END  page  two 
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BUREAU  WILL  BE  KEPT  ADVISED  OF  SIGNIFICANT 
DEVELOPMENTS., 

END 
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TO:  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

FROM:  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) 
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BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA, 

SEPTEMBER  15,  1963. 

BOMBING  MATTERS 
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ifore- 


ReBHtel  dated  4-21-75. 

Enclosed,  herewith,  are  7 copies  of  a letterhead 
memorandum  for  appropriate  dissemination  to  the  Civil  Rights 
Division,  Department  of  Justice,  which  contains  the  results 
of  contact  with  WILLIAM  J.  BAXLEY,  Attorney  General  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,  at  Montgomery,  Alabama,  on  4-25-75. 

In  accordance  with  referenced  teletype,  tt 
^pact  was  made  by  SAC,  Birmingham  and  SA 
at  which  time  Mr.  BAXLEY  advised  that 
inves tLgators  from  his  office  had  been  in  contact  with  an 
informant,  who  he  declined  to  identify,  and  that  this  informant 
had  provided  information  which  he  felt  warranted  additional 
investigation  to  identify  individuals  responsible  for  captioned 
matter.  Upon  questioning,  Mr.  BAXLEY  advised  that  this 
information  was  not  new  to  his  office  and  was  identical  to  that 
discussed  with  former  SAC  RALPR  J.  ; MILES  in  April,  1971.  He 
indicated  that  his  office  had  not  liad  the  opportunity  to  pursue 
development  of  this  information  subsequently  to  1971,  but  felt 
that  with  the  passage time,,  certain  individuals  previously 
contacted  may  be  willing  to  p^vide  information  beneficial  to 
the  solution  of  thf''*  i 

^2,  j Bureau  (Enc . 

Birmin  gham 
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BH  157-352 


limited  telephonic  inquiry  had  been  made  concerning  this 
information  and  it  had  been  dete 
i£L  ^th^two  individuals 

that  it  was  Mr.  BAXLEY 's  feeling  that 
these  indivi(iuaT^^?ere  suspected  by  him  of  being  knowledgeable 
in  captioned  matter  and  may  at  this  time  be  vulnerable  to 
persistent  interrogation. 

Mr.  BAXLEY  asked  that  Agents  of  the  F.B.I.  participate 
jointly  with  his  investigators  in  this  "additional  investigation", 
He  was  informed  by  the  SAC.  Birmingham,  that  this  was  not 
possible;  however,  if  additional  new  information  was  available 
on  which  to  provide  the  basis  for  further  F.B.I.  inquiry,  such 
information  would  be  received  and  pursued  vigorously.  Mr. 

BAXLEY  preferred  that  investigation  on  information  that  he  had 


•U  ^ — 1 ^ A 


Mr.  BAXLEY  advised  that  if  Agents  were  not  available 
to  participate  jointly  as  indicated  above,  he  would  appreciate 
if  results  of  certain  investigation,  particularly  results  of 
interviews  with  suspects,  be  made  available  to  his  office  so 
that  any  inconsistencies  between  information  provided  to  Agents 
to  that  provided  to  his  investigators  could  be  fully  explored. 

It  was  pointed  out  to  Mr.  BAXLEY  that  in  some  instances  as  much 
as  10  years  has  passed  since  individuals  were  interviewed 
during  our  investigation  and  to  call  upon  the  recollection  of 
these  individuals  for  their  knowledge  of  events  occurring 
during  the  1963  period  in  order  to  compare  with  the  record  of 
our  interviews  would  be  an  awesome  responsibility  and  in  the 

CAP^ih  Qm  T-i-t  rtn  rtiid  e t-T  flC  f'rv  T ri^TO 

O I 1.J  J.  J.  db  ^ MW  ww  ^ v w h..  ^ w.  b<  ^ 

value  or  credibility. 

In  view  of  Mr.  BAXLEY' s request  that  results  of  our 
investigation  be  made  available  for  the  use  of  his  investigators, 
this  request  along  with  appropriate  background  information  is 
contained  in  the  attached  letterhead  memorandum  for  transmittal 
to  the  Civil  Rights  Division,  Department  of  Justice. 
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RECOMMENDATION ; 


Birmingham,  with  the  assistance  of  SA 
who  has  extensive  knowledge  concerning 

ated  the  request  of  Mr.  BAXlEY  and  it  is  felt 

that,  in  the  admitted  absence  of  information  other  than 
what  was  furnished  to  him  by  an  informant  in  1971,  compliance  \ 
with  his  request  be  resisted.  Mr.  BAXLEY  declined  to 
elaborate  on  the  nature  of  his  informant's  information  and 
was  generally  vague  in  providing  a basis  for  conducting 
additional  investigation,  other  than  to  state  that  with  the 
passage  of  time  an  atmosphere  of  cooperation  may  have 
developed  in  which  certain  individuals  may  be  willing  to 


As  to  the  xndxviduals  on  whom  Mr.  BAXLEY  requested 
information  (see  page  2 of  LHM) , with  the  exception  of  the 
unidentified  Birmingham  Police  Lieutenant,  the  files  of  the  F.B.I 
Birmingham  contain  numerous  references , inasmuch  as  during 
investxgation  of  this  case  they  were  contacted  because  of 
their  association  or  affiliation  with  individuals  who,  because 
of  their  background  or  other  reason,  might  have  knowledge 
concerning  this  matter.  It  should  also  be  pointed  out  that 
considerable  information  developed  on  each  of  these  individuals 
could  possibly  have  originated  from  confidential  sources  whose 
position  in  the  community  and  in  some  instances  personal  safety 
are  contingent  today  on  maintaining  the  confidentiality  of  the 
information  furnished  in  this  matter.  For  this  reason,  the 
Bureau  may  desire  to  have  an  official  personally  discuss  this 
matter  with  the  Civil  Rights  Division,  Department  of  Justice, 
in  order  to  insure  that  the  Bureau's  interests  are  fully 
protected. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 


In  Reply,  Please  Refer  to 
File  No. 


FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 

Birmitlgham,  Alabama 
April  29,  1975 


RE:  UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET 
BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA, 
SEPTEMBER  15,  1963. 

BOMBING  MATTERS 


For  the  information  of  the  Department  of  Justice, 
Attorney  General  WILLIAM  J.  BAXLEY,  State  of  Alabama, 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  at  his  request,  was  contacted  on  April 
21,  1975,  by  the  Special  Agent  in  Charge,  F.B.I.,  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  at  which  time  Mr.  BAXLEY  advised  that  his  office 
had  information  from  an  informant  which  he  felt  justified 
additional  inquiry  in  captioned  matter.  Mr.  BAXLEY  declined 
to  identify  the  informant  and  indicated  he  desired  that  the 
results  of  certain  investigation  conducted  by  the  F.B.I. 
during  its  exhaustive  investigation  in  this  matter  be  made 
available  to  his  investigators  for  use  in  pursuing  his 
informant’s  information.  He  also  indicated  that  Agents  of 
the  F.B.I.  could  participate  in  joint  investigation  with 
his  Investigators,  but,  whether  or  not  F.B.I.  Agents  did 
participate,  it  was  his  intention  that  investigation  would 
be  conducted  as  a result  of  information  from  this  informant. 


It  should  be  noted  that  during  April,  1971,  Mr. 
BAXLEY  contacted  the  FBI,  Birmingham,  shortly  after  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Attorney  General  for  the  State  of 
Alabama,  at  which  time  he  indicated  that  one  of  the  great 
aims  during  his  term  as  Alabama  Attorney  General  would  be  to 

A ^ ^ ^ T Tn  ^ ^ ^ d ^ /I  ^ T e 


t,. 


investigators  had  been  in  contact  with  a source  and  that  this 
source  could  possibly  provide  information  concerning  captioned 
matter.  Mr.  BAXLEY  would  not  identify  this  source  or  the 
nature  of  the  information  that  the  source  could  possibly 
provide.  At  that  time  he  requested  the  results  of  several 
interviews  of  individuals  suspected  by  him  of  involvement  in 
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4-29-75 


KE:  UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BIRMINGHAM.  ALABAMA,' 9-15-63 . 


this  case,  along  with  results  of  cohsiderable  F,B.I,  investigation 
as  to  the  gathering  of  evidence,  identities  of  individuals 
developed  from  investigation  as  being  in  the  Birmingham  area 
during  the  period  of  the  bombing,  and  to  review  results  of  certain 
F.B.I.  polygraph  examinations  conducted  during  investigation  of 
this  case.  After  making  this  request,  Mr.  BAXLEY  was  informed 
that  inasmuch  as  this  case  was  under  active  investigation  at  the 
time  his  request  was  being  referred  to  the  Assistant  Attorney 
General  in  charge  of  the  Civil  Rights  Division,  Department  of 
Justice.  Mr.  BAXLEY  did  not  pursue  his  request  further  at 
this  time. 


During  an  appointment  with  Mr.  BAXLEY,  on  April 
25,  1975,  it  was  determined  that  he  was  in  possession  of  no 
additional  information  from  the  informant  that  had  not  been 
available  to  him  in  April,  1971.  It  was  his  feeling  that  with 
the  passage  of  time  certain  individuals  who  had  been  previously 
interviewed  by  the  F.B.I.  may  be  inclined  to  broader  cooperation 
with  law  enforcement  officers  than 
contacted. 


JAXLEY 

was  informed  that  it  should  be  borne  in  mindTTia^TTie  vast 
majority  of  the  F.B.I.  investigation,  including  interviews  with 
many  individuals,  was  conducted  in  some  instances  over  ten  years 
ago,  and  that  considerable  difficulty  might  be  encountered  in 
reconciling  information  provided  by  these  individuals  to  the  F.B, 
with  their  current  recollection.  Mr.  BAXLEY  seemed  determined 
in  proceeding  ahead  in  order  to  fulfill  his  original  goal  of 
solving  this  case  during  his  tenure  as  Alabama  Attorney  General. 
He  requested  that  the  results  of  interviews  with  the  following 
individuals  be  made  available  at  this  time: 


4-29-75 


RE:  UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA,  9-15-63. 


.n.e  xxj.es  ox  xne  r.i^.x.,  Dxxiuxngnaiu 
contain  ntanerous  references  on  each  of  the  above  individuals, 
inasmuch  as  during  investigation  of  this  case  they  were 
contacted  because  of  their  association  or  affiliation  with 
individuals  who,  because  of  their  background  or  other  reason, 
might  have  knowledge  concerning  this  matter.  It  should  also 
be  pointed  out  that  considerable  information  developed  on 
each  of  these  individuals  could  possibly  have  originated  from 
confidential  sources  whose  position  in  the  community  and  in 
501116  xuStariCes  p6rsoriH.L  safety  ara  contirigerit  today  otj. 
maintaining  the  confidentiality  of  the  information  furnished 
in  this  matter. 


Mr.  BAXLEY  claimed  that  any  investigative  reports 
provided  by  the  F.B.I.  would  be  available  only  to  authorized 
investigators  of  his  office.  Mr.  BAXLEY  was  advised  that  his 
request  would  be  referred  to  the  Qivil  Rights  Division, 
Department  of  Justice  for  appropriate  action. 
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1 - Mr.  N.  P.  Callahan 
1 - Mr.  J.  B.  Adams 
DATE:  5/6/75 


SUBIECT:(  BAPBOMB 


d.  i: 

V 1 - 


This  is  the  case  of  the  bombing  of  the  16th  Street 
Baptist  Church j Birmlnghamj  Alabamaj  9/15/63*  which  resulted  in 
the  deaths  of  4 Negro  girls,  injuries  to  16  other  persons  an^^^ 
extensive  property  damage. 

_!  My  memorandum  4/22/75  advised  you  tiiat  Mr,  William  J, 

/^B^ley,  Attorney  General,  State  of  Alab^a,  had  contacted 
Mr.  Reed  in  the  Director's  Office  indicating  he  had  additional 
information  in  this  matter  and  that  he  desired  to  see  SAC, 
Birmingham,  in  that  regard,  SAC,  Birmingham,  conferred  with 
Baxley  on  4/25/75  and  this  memorandum  advises  you  of  the  results 
and  also  recommends  action  to  be  taken.  yO 


As  you  were  previously  advised,  Baxley  previously 
contacted  FBIHQ  in  April,  1971.  During  resulting  contact  by 
SAC,  Birmingham,  he  indicated  he  had  an  informant  believed  by 
him  to  be  of  material  assistance  and  he  requested  certain  results 
of  our  prior  investigation.  His  request  was  referred  to  the 
Civil  Rights  Division  (CRD) (instant  case  supervised  by  that 
Division)  and  he  was  so  advised.  We  told  CRD  we  were  taking  no 
further  action  regarding  his  request  in  the  absence  of  specific 
instructions  and  no  such  instructions  have  been  received  from  CRD 

IBT104  REQ44 

When  recontacted  in  response  to  his  current  requestf, 
Baxley  advised  an  informant,  whom  he  declined  to  identify,  had 
provided  information  he  felt  warranted  additional  investigation. 
He  said  it  was  the  same  information  he  had  in  1971,  that  he  had 
not  had  the  opportunity  to  develop  same,  but  f eltl^tKat ' lETi^ 
passage  of  time,  certain  individuals  previously  «^^taychai^a^  now 
be  cooperative.  He  asked  that  FBI  Agents  participate  loXHtlV 
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with  his  investigators  in  the  "additional  investigation."  He 
was  told  this  could  not  be  done  but  that  if  there  existed 
additional  information  constituting  a basis  for  logical  inves- 
tigation* upon  receipt  we  would  conduct  such  investigation. 

Baxley  said  he  preferred  that  the  investigation  be  controlled 
from  his  office. 

Baxley  said  if  Agents  were  not  available  to  participate 
in  the  joint  investigation,  he  would  appreciate  receiving  results 
of  certain  aspects  of  our  prior  investigation  to  assist  him. 

He  said  any  reports  furnished  would  be  made  available  only  to 
authorized  investigators  of  his  office. 

SAC,  Birmingham,  recommended  that  the  above  request  be 
resisted.  He  pointed  out  that  Baxley  declined  to  elaborate  on 
the  nature  of  the  "new  information"  and  was  generally  vague 
about  it.  The  results  of  investigation  he  requested  consists 
of  interviews  of  individuals  previously  interviewed  by  us  based 
on  their  association  with  other  individuals  who,  because  of 
their  background  or  activities,  may  have  had  knowledge  concerning 
the  case,  SAC,  Birmingham,  feels  disclosure  of  the  requested 
information  could  lead  to  a breach  of  confidentiality  concerning 
persons  previously  interviewed  and  suggested  the  matter  be  dis- 
cussed with  the  CRD  to  insure  that  our  interests  are  fully 

r • 


Our  responsibility  appears  to  consist  of  forwarding 
Baxley's  request  to  CRD  for  its  consideration;  any  other  action 
appears  inappropriate  at  this  time, 

ACTION: 


LHM  setting  out  details  of  this  matter  and  advising  that  no 
further  action  is  being  taken  in  the  absence  of  a specific 
CRD  request. 


C-T:  ms) 

xwA  JLO  a xcL-uci.  uv  \^t\u 


Assistant  Attorney  General 
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Director,  ^ ^ 
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Reference  Is  made  to  my  siemorendum  dated  April  12, 
1971,  wherein  you  were  advised  that  Mr.  Vllllam  J.  Baxley, 
Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  had  requested  the 
results  of  certain  aspects  of  investigation  conducted  by  this 
Bureau  In  captioned  case.  As  you  vexe  advised  at  that  time, 
Mr,  Baxley  was  told  his  request  had  been  referred  to  yo\ir 
Division. 


Mr,  Baxley  has  again  contacted  this  Bureau  requesting 
results  of  certain  aspects  of  FBI  Investigation  in  captioned 
case.  He  vas  again  told  that  his  reqtxest  would  be  referred  to 
the  Civil  Rights  Division.  Enclosed  is  a memorandum  setting 
out  details  of  that  contact. 

No  further  action  will  be  taken  by  this  Bureau 
regarding  Mr.  Baxley's  request  In  the  absence  of  specific 
instructions  from  you. 
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BAPBOM  is  the  code  word  for  the  investig 
bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham,  Alabama, 
9/16/63  which  resulted  in  the  deaths  of  4 Negro  girls,  injuries 
to  16  other  persons  and  extensive  property  damage.  Purpose  of 
this  memorandum  is  to  advise  of  the  receipt  of  a request  on  12/1/75, 
via  Robert  Havel,  Director,  Office  of  Public  Information, 

Department  of  Justice,  from  William  J.  Baxley,  Attorney  General,!  j 
State  of  Alabama,  for  certain  results  of  our  investigation  in  . \ / 
captioned  case.  ^ j 

On  4/5/71  Mr.  Baxley,  then  recently  elected  as  Alabama 
Attorney  General,  contacted  FBIHQ  advising  he  had  launched  an 
inquiry  into  this  case  and  desired  assistance.  He  said  he  had 
an  informant  whom  he  declined  to  identify,  whom  he  believed  to  be 
of  material  assistance.  He  requested  the  names  of  witnesses  who 
could  place  certain  suspects  in  Birmingham  on  9/16/63,  any 
available  information  as  to  automobiles  then  operated  by  the 
suspects,  nature  of  explosive  device  or  devices  used  in  the 
bombing  and  advice  as  to  any  polygraph  tests  afforded  to  the 
suspects.  He  also  wanted  to  interview  the  polygraph  operator (s) 
who  may  have  administered  any  such  examinations.  His  request  was 
referred  to  the  Civil  Rights  Division  with  the  statement  that  the 
FBI  was  taking  no  further  action  in  the  absence  of  a specific 
request  from  the  Departmei^,  Mr.  Baxley  was  advised  of  the 
referral.  No  ins truct-liBst were  received  from  the  Department.  ~ 


Mr.  Baxley 


were  received  from  the  Department.  ~ 

DtC  o /-  / < ' ' - ‘ ' - 

again  contacted  FBIHQ  on  4/18/75  Indicating 
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by  SAC,  Birmingham,  he  stated  he  had  information  from  an  informant 
whom  he  declined  to  identify  which  warranted  contact  with  numerous 
individuals  previously  interviewed  by  the  FBI,  He  declined  to 
elaborate  on  the  information  but  indicated  it  was  essentially  the 
same  information  he  had  in  1971.  He  requested  that  FBI  Agents 
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jointly  participate  with  his  investigators  in  any  additional 
investigation  which  might  be  conducted  and  that  if  this  were 
not  possible,  that  results  of  our  prior  interviews  of  certain  named 
individuals  be  made  available  to  him.  He  was  advised  that  if 
he  had  any  new  information,  we  would  conduct  any  necessary 
additional  Investigation  but  that  Agents  could  not  be  made 
available  to  assist  him.  SAC,  Birmingham,  recommended  that  the 
request  be  resisted  because  Baxley  declined  to  explain  the 
nature  of  his  "new  information"  and  because  disclosure  of  results 
of  prior  interviews  might  lead  to  breaches  of  confidentiality 
regarding  persons  previously  interviewed.  However,  Mr.  Baxley's 
request  waS  rgeln  forwArded  to  the  Civil  Rights  Division  with 
advice  that  we  were  taking  no  further  action  in  the  absence  of 
specific  instructions  from  the  Department.  No  such  instructions 
were  received.  Departmental  Attorney  William  Gardiner,  Civil 
Rights  Division,  subsequently  inquired  telephonically  as  to  the  * 
action  desired  by  the  Bureau  in  this  matter.  It  was  pointed  out 
to  him  that  Baxley  declined  to  furnish  any  of  his  information  to 
us,  the  disclosure  of  some  of  the  investigations  requested  might 
result  in  compromising  confidentialities,  but  that  the  decision 
regarding  dissemination  was  that  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  Havel  was  apprised  of  the  above  background.  He 
requested  that  the  Civil  Rights  Division  be  contacted  and  that  he 
be  advised  of  the  results.  On  12/1/75  this  matter  was  discussed 
with  Departmental  Attorney  Gardiner  who  stated  the  Department's 
case  is  closed,  that  it  has  no  objection  to  furnishing  the 
requested  information  to  Baxley  and  that  he,  Gardiner,  will  forward 
a communication  so  stating.  Mr.  Havel  was  advised  accordingly. 

Our  investigation  in  this  matter  was  closed  in  1973 
except  for  the  submission  by  Birmingham  of  logical  fingerprints  for 
comparison  with  latent  prints  recovered  during  the  investigation. 


ACTION 

1.  It  is  recommended  that  upon  receipt  of  the  Department's 
communication,  SAC,  Birmingham, be  instructed  to  make  available  to 
Mr.  Baxley  the  results  of  our  prior  interviews  of  persons  previously 

nntnAH  hv  him. 


2.  SAC,  Birmingham  is  being  alerted  telephonically  of  the 
impending  request. 
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HAS  ADVISED  IT  IITARPOSSS  10  <»}J£CTXCIK  TO  BEL&ASE  OF  AHT  KFOSi- 
HATZOa;  r&OU  BUriLES  II  this  MATTEB  to  MR.  BAXLEY.  THEIUFOaE, 

TOO  SBQOU}  COMPLY  VZTB  BIS  EEvjUEST. 

IF  Ajnr  IHFOBtiATZai  EEc^JESTisD  WOULD  TAID  TO  DISCLOSE  SOURCES 
SBOSE  iPEjrYXxY  CAIMOf  BE  DlSCLOsjO},  YOD  BaOUlU  FUHIIStt  PE&TXIi,irT 
IlFQHilATlOl  ORALLY  SO  AS  TO  PROTECT  SVai  SODRCLS. 

ADVISE  MR.  BAXLEY  I^Oia>TLT  €P  TH£  EACAlPT  CP  DEFAKTHEIT 
AUtaORlEATIQI  FOR  RELAASE  Of  IIFOBMATIQB  BSQUXSTED  BY  HIM. 

BPOM  COMPLETIOI  OP  DlSSLXUATlQK,  ADVZS£  FBIBQ  AID  IDEXTIFY 

ixFOduTZoar  foriished  to  ir.  baxllt. 
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Boiobing  of  Sixteenth  Str« 

Birmingham,  Alabama,  September  15,  1963; 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


date:  Q£C  3 1975 
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DJ  144-1-906 


(i: 


^Reference  is  made  to  a conversation  between  Special 
Agent  your  Bureau  and  William  L.  Gardner  of 

this  Division  on  December  1,  1975,  concerning  the  renewed 

Viv  A1  tJ'*  1 1 4 om 

Baxley  for  access  to  certain  statements  and  memoranda  of  / 
interview  in  your  file  on  this  matter.  Reference  is  also 
made  to  your  memorandum  of  May  8,  1975,  concerning  the 
request  which  Mr.  Baxley  made  of  the  SAC  in  Birmingham, 
Alabama  some  time  prior  to  May  8, 

Your  memorandum  of  May  8 wasthesubject  of  several 
telephone  conversations  between and  Mr,  Gardner, 
Attached  hereto  is  a Division  file  memorandum  reflecting 
those  conversations,  which  Mr.  Gardner  read  bo^mlUlUl^^n 
December  1 and  in  which4H|||||||m|||||^re -concur red. 

This  Division's  position  remains  the  same;  we  have 
no  objection  to  release  of  any  infoimiation  from  the  Bureau's 
files  to  the  Attorney  General  of  Alabama,  We  are  in  no 
position  to  assess  whether  granting  the  request  would  jeopar- 
dize Bureau  sources  or  whether  the  request  is  not  made  in 


good  faith. 
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We  have  reviewed  the  file  and  Mr.  Baxley *b  re4Uest 
and  have  no  objection  to  your  complying  with  it. 

Attorney  General  Baxley  has  been  informed  by  the  SAC 
in  Birmingham  that  the  entire  file  can  be  revealed  to  him 
if  Bureau  headquarters  approves.  Please  inform  the  field 
office  that  you  have  no  objection  to  cooperating  with 
Mr.  Baxley.  Thank  you  for  your  efforts  in  this  regard. 


The  File 


V, 


i 


William  L.  Gardner 


Criminal  Section 


July  23,  1975 

WLGiljr 

DJ  144-1-906 


1 had  several  conversations  \9ith^^H|H^|^  of  the 
Bombing  Unit  of  the  Bureau  (Tel.  175-46ol^coiice^lng  their 
memorandum  of  Hay  8,  1975.  I explained  t<^||H^  that  the 
request  seemed  somewhat  unusual  to  us  because  it  was  not  handled 

ao  a T?T*ooai»im  Tr>  ■Fot-ma  t- i r^r>  Ar>t*  T-ortitfi  ct-  nn/f  it'  tToiTld  JtinriP-Ti" 


to  be  as  much  a Bureau  decision  as  anyone  else's  whether  to 
divulge  the  contents. of  the  reports.  I also  stated  that  the 
underlying  letterhead  memorandum  from  Birmingham  seemed  to 
Indicate  that  disclosure  xjould  jeopardize  present  Bureau  sources 
and  that  we  were  in  no  position  to  make  a judgment  on  that  ques- 
tion. Accordingly,  I called  to  seek  their  opinion  as  to  v?hat 
decision  they  expected  on  disclosure. 


checked  with  the  SAC  in  Birmingham  and  informed  me 
subsequently  that  the  SAC  felt  the  request  by  State  Attorney 
General  Baxley  was  not  made  in  good  faith  and  that  they  were 
not  particularly  enthus j.aatic  about  furnishing  the  information. 


We  agreed  that  Baxley  had  been  responded  to  by  the  SAC 
and  told  that  the  reports  v*ould  not  be  fcrthccming  and  that  he 
should  take  the  matter  up  '’ith  the  Civil  Rights  Dlvis’cn.  Baxley 
has  not  done  so.  We  agreed  not  to  send  a written  response  but 
to  file  the  request.  We  further  agreed  that  if  Baxley  renewed 
,his  request  either  to  us  or  to  the  Bureau  we  would  authorize  an 
oral  briefing  as  to  the  contents  of  the  statements,  thus  pre- 
serving any  parts  deemed  to  be  confidential. 
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BAPBOMB  is  the  code  word  for  the  investigation  of 
the  bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  9/1.6/63,  which  resulted  in  the  deaths  of  four  Negro 
girls,  injuries  to  sixteen  other  persons  and  extensive  property 
damage.  Purpose  of  this  memorandum  is  to  advise  of  receipt 
of  a request  from  the  Mayor  of  Birmingham  to  review  FBI  files 
regarding  above  case,  regarding  any  other  race-related  bombings 
which  occurred  in  Birmingham  during  the  period  1961-63  and 
concerning  the  beating  of  Freedom  Riders  at  the  Trailways  Bus 
Station,  Birmingham , on  5/14/61. 


yMy  letter  dated  12/15/75,  received  by  our  Birmingham  ^ 
Office  on  12/17/75,  Birmingham  Mayor  David  Vann  requested  tha^^ 
he  be  allowed  to  see  FBI  files  regarding  captioned  case  and  r | 
any  other  "race-related  bombings**  in  Birmingham  during  the  / 

period  1961-63.  Birmingham  teletype  dated  12/17/75,  advising  I 
of  receipt  of  request,  also  advised  efforts  were  being  made  to 
contact  Mayor  Vann  for  clarification  of  his  request.  A second 
letter  dated  12/17/75,  was  received  by  Birmingham  from  Mayor 
Vann  in  which  he  requested  that  he  also  be  allowed  to  see  FBI 
files  on  the  beating  of  the  Freedom  Riders  on  5/14/61,  at  the 
Trailways  Bus  Station,  Birmingham. 


SAC,  Birmingham  contacted  Mayor  Vann  on  12/18/75,  at 
which  time  Vann  advised  that  the  appearance  of  Gary  Thomas  Rowe 
before  a U.  S.  Congressional  committee  (apparently  referring 
to  the  testimony  of  former  FBI  Klan  informant  Gary  Thomas 
iRowe,  Jr.  before  the  U,  S.  Senate  Select  Committee  on  Intel- 
ligence Activities,  on  12/2/75)  caused  the  Freedom  Riders 
incident  to  become  the  subject  of  discussion  by  the  Birmingham 
City  Council.  As  a result  Vann  had  the  Birmingheun  Police 
Department  review  its  records  concerning  incidents  of  such 
\nature  during  the  early  1960’s.  After  receiving  the  results 
of  the  review,  he  felt  that  examination  of  FBI  files  on  the 
Freedom  Riders  case  and  captioned  case  would  provide  hija 
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Memorandum  to  Mr.  W.  R.  Wannall 
Re:  BAPBOMB 
157-1025 


a more  thorough  understanding  of  law  enforcement  efforts  in 
these  matters.  He  said  any  files  made  available  would  be  re- 
jviewed  by  two  "top"  Birmingham  Police  Officers  under  the 
Idirection  of  the  Chief  of  Police  and  one  of  Vann's  legal  aides 
•would  also  be  present. 

SAC,  Birmingham  advised  Vann  that  FBI  files,  in 
their  entirety,  would  not  be  made  available  and  that  infor- 
mation from  such  files  could  only  be  released  with  the  approval 
of  the  Department  of  Justice.  Vann  was  unable  to  elaborate 
further  on  the  nature  of  his  request  by  way  of  being  more 

i specific  as  to  the  type  or  nature  of  information  he  desired. 

He  asked  that  the  usual  steps  seeking  approval  of  his  request 
be  instituted  and  that  If  possible,  he  be  advised  prior  to 
12/29/75  of  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  his  request. 

You  will  recall  that  we  previously  received  a request 
for  certain  information  from  our  files  on  captioned  case  from 
the  Attorney  General  of  Alabama.  Following  receipt  of  Depart- 
mental approval,  dissemination  of  the  requested  information 
was  instituted  by  our  Birmingham  Office  and  is  continuing  at 
the  present  time. 

ACTION ; 


Attached  for  approval  is  a letter  transmitting  to 
the  Civil  Rights  Division  the  request  of  Mayor  Vann. 


2 


k 


Assistant  Attorney  General 
Civil  Rights  Division 


Mayor  Vann  requested  tliat,  if  possible,  he  be 
advised  prior  to  December  29 , 1975 , as  to  whether  his 
request  had  been  approved  or  disapproved. 


Obviously,  FBI  files  as  such  can  not  be  made 
available  to  flayor  Vann  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  may 
contain  information  which  could  compromise  confidentialities 


investigative  techniques.  As  to  making  information  from 
such  files  available  to  him,  it  would  appear  that  the 
information  desired  will  have  to  be  specifically  defined 
both  for  the  purpose  of  your  decision  as  to  Its  release 
and  for  the  purpose  of  locating  such  information  in  FBI 
files.  As  indicated  above.  Mayor  Vann  was  unable  to  fvtmish 
specifics. 


HOwvveXf  i«  vi-ww  of  na.vUi.0  Of  tiByOT  VaTui*S 

request,  this  matter  is  being  forwarded  to  you  for  your 
consideration.  YoTir  advice  is  requested. 


As  a related  matter  of  Interest,  you  will  recall 
that  a request  for  the  results  of  certain  information  of 
FBI  investigation  in  captioned  ease  was  recently  received 
from  Mr,  William  J.  Baxley,  Attorney  General  of  the  State 
of  Alabama.  Following  receipt  of  yotur  authorisation, 
dissemination  of  that  information  to  Mr.  Baxley  was 
instituted  and  is  continuing. 
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TO  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  .JMHJftWf-M , 1976 

FRQM-DXB]ECT0R,  FBI  (157-1025)  1 

fSpBOMB.  ^ 

KEURTEL  DATED  JANUARY  26,  1976. 

THE  REQUEST  OF  MAYOR  VANN  REFERRED  TO  IN  REFERENCED  / j 
TELETYPE  IS  BEING  REFERRED  TO  CIVIL  RIGHTS  DIVISION  OF  THE 
DEPARTMENT  AND  YOU  SHOULD  SO  ADVISE  MAYOR  VANN.  / / | 

FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION,  MAYOR  VANN’S  REQUEST  IS  BEING  / | | 

FORWARDED  TO  THE  DEPARTMENT  ADVISING  OF  THE  MANNER  IN  WHJCH’^ 
HIS  PREVIOUS  REQUEST  WAS  ANSWERED  AND  REQUESTING  CONCURRENCE  IN 
MAKING  A SIMILAR  RESPONSE  TO  HIS  CURRENT  REQUEST, 

^ itfc-15/  7,  / S I / ^ 

/k  -V . 7 FEB  4 1976  ; 


K " See  memorandum 
dated  :3./28/7  6 , captioned  "as 
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JNITED  STATES  GO^  WMENT 

Memorandum 

Director 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 


o»lS  Ft  Assistant  Attorney  General 
Civil  Rights  Division 

Unknown  Subjects; 
j|C6W''^mbing  of  the  16th  Street 
Bap t is  t Church , Birmingham , 
Alabama,  September  15,  1963, 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


JSP:WLG:vap 
DJ  14A-1-906 


it*  friOL  ut  CH1 101 


^ ^UI^ITED.  STATES  GC^  RNMENT 

jf  » 1-N.P.  Callahan 

Memorandum  j - * 


:Mr.  W.  R. 


Labarataiy  ■ 
Lcflal  Coun.  _ 
Plqn.&Eval.  . 

Sp*e.  Inv 

Training 

Talaphona  Roi»  . 

D ita«»or  Sa/ *y  - 

BAPBOM  is  the  code  \K>rd  for  the  case  involving  the  Lj^ 
bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham,  Alabam 
9/16/63.  ^ 


Purpose  of  this  memorandum  is  to  recommend  act 
regarding  a requesl„from  the  mayor  of  Birmingham,  David ,'Va^n. 
to  r^ii^  t:gl~flles  regaxdin£L.xaiiti3jie^^  ? — 

B»»  1 O /*»0  /rre  / I JJ._ 

jr  lubuiuA  Oiuuuui  vi<a.l.c;u  *.£tf  etit/  t \.v:upy  OX  bijpJUe  aUQ  XXS  * 

enclosure  attached  for  ready  reference)  you  were  advised  Mayor 
Vann,  through  our  Birmingham  Office,  requested  permission  to 
conduct  above-mentioned  file  review.  He  stated  recent  Congressione 
hearings  raised  the  issue  of  local  law  enforcement  efforts  in 
Birmingham  cfiring  racial  incidents  in  early  1960s  and  he  felt 

(above  file  review  might  provide  him  with  a more  thorough  under- 
standing in  that  regard.  He  was  told  information  from  FBI  files 
could  only  be  released  with  approval  of  the  Department  of  Justice 
and  that  his  request  would  be  forwarded  to  the  Department. 

By  memorandum  1/13/76  the  Civil  Rights  Division  advisJ/ 

I in  effect  that  decision  as  to  release  of  information  would  be  J 
(left  to  the  Buread.  ' |[X 

You  Will  recall  that  at  the  present  time  our  Birmingham 
Office  is,  with  Departmental  authorization,  furnishing  certain 
information  from  its  flies  in  captioned  case  to  William  J.  Baxley, 

. vx  XU  cuuueui. J.OU  wxxn  invesxigaxio 

presently  being  conductddTiy  him  in  captioned  matter,  ^asmuch  as 

the  ranking  law  enforcement  officer  of  the  State  is  pre^nfly 

^inquiring  into  this  case,  in  effect,  assuming  local  investigative 
jurisdiction,  it  w^uI3^p^ar  improper  for  the  FBI  to  furnish 


V 

t 


Memorandum  to  Mr.  Wannall 

Re ; BAPBOM 

157-1025 


information  in  that  regard  to  Alabama  officials  of  lesser  rank 
^ing  so  migftt"subject  the  Bureau  to  criticism  oFTaklnTlFtion 
of  a nature  which  might  interfere  with  the  Attorney  Geniral’s 

+ — Bureau  has  beeiTliuthorized  by 

to  the" 

t the  Bureau  feels  thV'Maybr 's'reaiiest 

S?Ht?ga?ibs  -"“i A>i®.Ait?«5y  — 


Coordinated  with  the  Office  of  Legal  Counsel. 

ACTION; 

with  the  above  observations.  i-tue 


2 


i 


BH  157-352 


Birmingham  has  locate  any  copies  of 

the  material  furnished  in  its  files,  although 

it  appears  that  this  inf ormatio^va^pEobably  obtained  from  ! ■ 

the  Birmingham  files  and  furnished,  to  the  Birmingham  Police 
Department  at  an  unknown  time,  with  the  exception  of  the  infor- 
mation relating  to  a fishing  bobber.  ^ 

Birmingham  has  reviewed  all  FBI  Laboratory  Reports  in 
the  Bapbomb  and  related  bombing  cases  and  no  mention  was  ever  ■ 
made  in  these  reports  of  a fishing  bobber  being  found  at  any  of- 
the  crime  scene  searches.  ..  ^ 

The  above  information  is  being  furnished  to  the  Bureau 
to  aid  them  in  their  search  to  attempt  to  locate  copies  of  this 
material . V 

its  file  reviews  regarding 

^^^^^HHI^^mi^mHHH||based  upon  informat  ionrelatingt^^ 
HmHH^hich  was  also  furnished  to  Birmingham 

on  1/19/76.  Upon  completion  of  the  necessary  rev^w^^ffmr^HH 
will  submit  by  separate  communication  an  appropriate  letterhead 
memorandum  settine  forth  copies  of  the  information  furnished  by 

as  well  as  the  results  of  any 
investig^^^conducted  by  the  Birmingham  Office  in  connection 


2 


\ 
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SUliUART  OF  INVESTIGATION, 
BOMBING  OP  16TH  STREET  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA, 
SEPTEMBER  15,  1963 


I.  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE  AT  SCENE 


A conplete  crime  scene  was  conducted  with  the 
aid  of  laboratory  experts  and  Bureau  Agents.  The  scene 
was  protected  by  the  Birmingham  Police  Department  by 
roping  off  the  area  and  placing  armed  guards. 

a.  Aci  examination  of  the  material,  consisting 
of  wood,  metal,  and  masonry  located  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
explosion  forwarded  to  the  FBI  Laboratory  failed  to  iden- 
tify the  type  of  explosive  due  to  a lack  of  residue, 

b.  No  fragments  of  a mechanical  timing  device, 
fuse,  or  blasting  caps  were  found.  It  should  be  noted, 
however,  that  a small  red  plastic  and  wire  piece  was 
located  at  the  crime  scene  and  was  identified  as  part  of 
a fishing  bobber. 


II,  CHRONOLOGICAL  SUMMARY  OF  PRELIMINARY  INVESTIGATION 


A complete  neighborhood  embracing  several  blocks 
in  each  direction  from  the  church  was  conducted.  Interviews 
in  this  area  number  in  the  hundreds.  The  owners  of  all 
license  numbers  recorded  by  persons  on  the  bomb  site  9/15/63, 
as  well  as  those  recorded  by  Bureau  Agents  during  the  perti- 
nent time  ,the  two  Sundays  following,  as  well  as  interview  of 
all  stores  open  in  the  vicinity  at  the  pertinent  time,  was 
conducted.  Automobile  owners  were  identified  and  Interviewed 
as  to  reasons  why  they  were  in  the  vicinity  and  for  investi- 
gative leads. 

The  church  has  a membership  roster  of  400  names. 

Of  these,  about  150  were  in  attendance  at  the  time  of  the 
bombing.  All  have  been  located  and  Interviewed,  but  nothing 
pertinent  developed. 


The  neighborhood  investigation  and  interview  of 
church  nenbers  has  resulted  In  the  location  of  over  a dozen 
Individuals  who  were  on  the  street  adjacent  to  the  church 
when  the  bomb  actually  exploded.  However,  none  can  remember 
seeing  a person  whose  actions  they,  questioned.  (It  is  felt 
highly  possible  that  some  sort  of  a timing  device,  operated 
by  chemicals  or  non~metal  device,  could  have  been  used.) 

An  immediate  program  was  initiated  to  account  for 
the  whereabouts  of  individuals  known  to  both  the  Birmingham 
Police  Department  and  the  FBI  as  capable  of  committing  bomb- 
ings. Also,  members  of  the  Ku  Kl\uc  Klan  and  other  so-called 
hate  groups  in  Birmingham  and  surrounding  offices  were  located 
and  interviewed,  as  to  their  whereabouts  during  the  pertinent 
periods.  ^ 

At  1 K«V  ^ d-U  4 4- a 

XX  UOWXV^^^Vt  kJJ  W MAVX  XUW  ^S9  b X|^«S  WX  W 

cles  were  checked  out.  All  current  Information  furnished 
anonymously  or  through  logical  sources  was  checked  immediately 
for  authenticity  and  possible  importance. 

Numerous  tips,  anon3n&ous  and  otherwise,  conscientious 
citizens  supplying  names  of  suspects,  members  of  other  inves- 
tigative agencies  furnishing  names  of  suspects,  all  have  been 
checked  out. 


III.  INTERVIEW  OF  PEOPLE  IN  VICINITY  AT  TIME  OF  BOMBING 


ROBEarr  edward  chambliss 


ROBERT  EDWARD  CHAMBLISS,  2505  32nd  Avenue, 

North,  Birmingham,  Alabama,  (phone  323-5140);  age  59  years; 
born  January  14,  1904,  Pratt  City,,  Birmingham,  Alabama; 
employed  as  truck  driver  by  Rebuilt  Auto  Parts  Company, 

QIQ  ^rd  Avenue.  South.  Birmingham,  Alabama,  (phone  322-3579). 

CHAMBLISS  is  considered  a logical  suspect,  based 
upon  his  past  activities  and  associations;  his  extreme  anti- 
integration views;  his  acts  of  physical  violence  against 
Negroes;  and  his  free  use  of  dynamite  in  terrorizing  tactics 
which  has  earned  for  him  the  nickname  of  "Dynamite  Bob", 
Formerly  employed  by  the  City  in  the  Garbage  Department, 
CHAMBLISS  was  discharged  because  of  unfavorable  publicity, 
brought  about  by  the  brutality  of  his  acts. 

CHAMBLISS  has  been  active  in  Ku  Kliuc  Klan  acti- 
vities, since  at  least  1946,  was  Exalted  Cyclops  of  the 
Klavern  until  1951,  when  he  abandoned  open  Ku  Klux  Klan 
activities  because  of  unfavorable  publicity. 


CHAMBLISS^  has  been  interviewed  at  length  by  FBI 
Agents  on  September  28,  19o3,  and  October  11,  19o3#  at  which 
time  he  denied  participation  or  knowledge  of  the  present 
bombings.  He  has  been  the  subject  of  numerous  surveillances 
during  which  time  it  was  established  that  he  has  been  in 
contact  with  known  members  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  with 
well  known  pro- segregationist  leaders  of  the  Birmingham 
area.  Prom  interview,  CHAMBLISS  has  admitted  association 
with  these  people  and  has  identified  himself  as  being  a 
strong  segregationist. 

It  has  been  established  that  CHAMBLISS  was  at  

home  or  in  the  immediate  vicinity  on  the  morning  of  Sgtember  15, 
^63,  through  interview 
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TO 


UNITED  STATES  P^vIrnmENT 

Memorandum 


Mr.  W.  R. 


FROMl 


SUBJl 


BAPBOlfB  is  the  code  word 


Callahan 


Aiiec.  Dir.  ^ 
Omp,  Ap  Adn 
Dap.  AD  |nv. 
Assfa  Dtr.; 


bombing  of  the 
on  9/16/63. 


16th  Street  Baptist  Church, 


ring  the 
Birmingham , Alabama , 


Direeter  Sec*y  - 


Purpose  of  this  memorandum  is  to  obtain  approval  of 
attached  letter  to  the  Civil  Rights  Division  (CRD)  forwarding 
request  of  David  ?ann,  Mayor  of  Birmingham,  for  review  of  FBI 
files  regarding  twelve  bombing  incidents  which  occurred  in 
Birmingham  during  the  period  ISSS^lSeS. 


My  memorandum  of  1/28/76  advised  of  receipt  of  above 
request  from  Mayor  Vann,  which  request  was  preceddd.1  by  an 
earlier  request.  The  earlier  request  was  forwarded  to  the  CRD  > 
of  the  Department  and  the  Department  subsequently  deferred  to 
the  Bureau.  It  was  recommended  and  approved  that  Mayor  Vann  be 
advised  his  request  would  be  more  appropriately  directed  to  ^ 
William  Baxley,  Attorney  General  of  Alabama,  to  whom  informaUop 
regarding  captioned  matter  is  being  furnished  in  connection 
investigation  being  conducted  by  Mr.  Baxley.  By  above-mentiJn/d 
memorandum  of  1/28/76  it  was  recommended  and  approved  that  M|^r 
Vann's  current  request  be  forwarded  to  the  Department,  advising 
the  Department  of  the  manner  of  disposition  of  the  Mayor's  j^ior 
request  and  requesting  concurrence  in  responding  in  lih£..m[anner 
to  his  current  request. 


Rxtenslv^  file  review  to  locate  necessary  information  so 

ih  /*rkiil/l  hA  Am 

» WWM  « 

in  question  has  been  completed. 


ACTION: 


Attached  for  approifel  "yiP- a letter  to  the  CRD  forwarding 
Mayor  Vann's  request,  advising  CRD  of  the  manner  of  disposition  of 
Mayor  Vann's  prior  request  and  requesting  concurrence  in  similar 
handling  of  his  current  request.  ““ 

fiK  FEb\/i976 
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Enclosure  ^/f/Pk 
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UNITED  STATES  Gt.  ^ERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr.  W.  R.  Waimall 


1 - Mr.  N.  P.  Callahan 
1 
1 


Comp.  Syit.  . 
Eat.  Affolra  . 


BAPBOMB  Is  the  code  word  for  the  case  invd 
the  bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church  in  Birmingham. 
Alabama,  on  9/16/63. 

Purpose  of  this  memorandum  is  to  advise  nf  rp>np^p^ 
of  anotheiL..reQuefit  _ f gpm.JSLagjd  Vann,  Mayor  of  Birmingham  and 


By  memorandum  12/22/75  you  were  advised  Mayor: Vann 
had  requested  to  review  FBI  files  in  captioned  case,  the 
beating  of  Freedom  Riders  on  5/14/61  at  the  TTailways  Bus 
Station,  Birmingham,  and  ”any  other  race-related  bombings*'  / / 
which  occurred  in  Birmingham  during  the  period  1961  to  1963^  / 
Ihe  request  was  forwarded  to  the  Civil  Rights  Division  an^//  / 
the  Department  subsequently  deferred  to  the  Bureau^  “-1 
recc^unended  and  approved  that  SAC,  Birmingham  be  instruct**^ 
to  advise  Mayor  Vann  that  the  Department  had  deferred  to  Ke 
FBI  regarding  the  request,  that  Information  in  captioned 
case  was  being  furnished  to  William  Baxley,  Alabama  Attorney 
General,  in  cbnnectlon  with  investigation  being  conducted 
by  Mr.  Baxley,  and  the  FBI  feels  that  bis,  Vann's,  request 
would  be  more  properly  directed  to  Mr.  Baxley  inasmuch  as 
the  furnishing  of  information  by  the  FBI  to  other  local 
and/or  state  officials  could  l^erfere  with  Mr,  Baxlej^^^ 

investigation.  wX-llO  *1  CAld 

I- 

Mayor  Vann  has  now  asked  to  review  FBI  files  /> 

regarding  12  named  bombings  which  occurred  in  BirmingbasL*  —i  — — 
[during  the  period  12/25/56  to  4/1/65,  Birmingham  has 


seven  of  those  bombing  incidents  (which  occurred  during 
the  period  12/25/56  to  12/14/62).  Birmingham  also  advised 
Investigation  was  conducted  regarding  the  other  five  cases 
named  by  Mayor  Vann  but  that  such  investigations  were 
conducted  in  conjunction  with  captioned  case.  . 

Enclosure  ^ ^ 
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Ifemorandua  to  Ur.  Wannall 

Re:  BAPBOU 

157-1025 


I SAC,  Birmingham,  has  recommended  that  Uayor  Vann  be 

advised  that  his  current  request  would  be  more  properly  directed 
to  Attorney  General  Baxley,  as  he  was  advised  regarding  his  prior 
request.  SAC,  Birmingham,  stated  that  unless  advised  to  the 
contrary,  hewoul^s^advise  Mayor  Vann  on  1/30/76.  On  1/29/76 
Supervisojo4HHHHIHMi^^^^^^iiSb^in>  telephonlcally 
Instructed  to  hold  in  abeyance  the  proposed  contact  with  Mayor 
Vann  pending  the  receipt  of  Bureau  instructions. 

RECOMMENDATIONS; 

1.  That  a letter  be  directed  to  the  Civil  Rights 
Division  forwarding  Mayor  Vann's  current  request,  advising 
the  Department  of  the  sinner  in  which  his  previous  request 
has  been  answered  and  requesting  concurrence  in  response  in  a 
like  manner  to  his  current  request.  Appropriate  file  review 

ris  being  conducted  to  locate  necessary  information  so  that  the 
Civil  Rights  Division  may  be  appropriately  referred  to  prior 
information  furnished  to  that  division  relating  to  the  cases 
in  question* 


2.  That  attached  teletype  be  sent  to  SAC,  Birmingham, 
instructing  him  to  advise  Mayor  Vann  that  the  Mayor's  current 
request  is  being  ‘ref erred  to  the  Department. 


- 2 - 


J^ttcra«y  General 
Civil  tiiyimUm 


X*  of  ro«t^4]3C«  of  Wxtt&  If.  &)bv;:ttlejnrort^f 

llfl  29tii  Aywooof  ffortlt,  )lin&lB9bOB#  2S«  • 

lf$4«  iioitor  to  th«  „ 

io  c^rs*  of  tSso  CrwuodX  oi‘n«ioK  c«t94  Pocvi^box  2wt 
1$5$/  ot^tionod  *»«•  So^rO^ation  la  I»tra«tat# 
ccsssieveo*  ftata  of  JUfiSwsea,  Civil  ai^fcta**  irbat 
lattor  coafir^£  lafonMitloB  i^revioosl;  f«sraisb«4 
tftlaf^oalcallv  <m  tha  a«a«  data  to  the  cblaf  of 
^a  ^irU.  cisbta  Sactlos  of  criminal  S^lTlaioa.l 

1.  Bt»a^lo9  of  tba  INttbal  fias>l^tt  Otur<4t^ 
dsoa  29/  1959  • (ILattar  to  the  Ittor&ay  Ctxutral  . 
eatad  ^aao  19 « IfSS#  ca;^tioB*d  ‘»aci«i  aituatioo# 
Hartb  SixKlB9Hao/  ilaJ^aoa-^^) 

1*  Sodblof  of  rastdaaoa  of  oilliasi  Blaci^.ifall/ 

1104  12th  hvaime.  Hovthr  t4.mia^B3a<  3^7  19/  1951^ 

(£«ttar  to  tlta  A^^ataat  Chief  of  ftaff  f«r 
Xatalli^aaoa,  hertrtseut  of  the  in^z  dated 
July  19/  1999/  cos>y  to  the  C«>#| 

4-  - 0*  ocabla^  of  Mav  Beiisel  0e{>ti#t 

13fch  Iweaoe  acd  fiipaay,  Eiitrioc^iasi,  Jataery  17,  l§£2i 

Soohiii9  of  9riae^«  iha  Chtirch  and  Kie^dm  of  <Sod  la ' 
Chriat,  Tajs^la  17/  ftlxslafhaB,  2ataaxy  17,  1902} 

Soohiog  of  Bt,  lA&a  JU4E  lio»  Chtrchr  12th  Avoaat  axid 
Cahaht,  January  17,  1992 » (hattar  to  tha 

Attor^y  dooeral  dated  Jaatary  17,  1902/  ooi»y  to  tha 
CaSf '-caf^OAad  H^KicewA  Sab5eotar  Soahinga  of  l?av 
Aat^l  Aaptlat  Cfcorch}  Bt«  luka  Bocrlcao  l«athodiat 
Bpiaca^al  Aloo  Chocchj  Triot]^  Church  and  Aiagdoe 
af  Ced  i»  Chrlat,  IMN»r  Bawa,  Blralofhax,  Ala2>«ta, 
^aaoary  19 , 1992i  Bcad^iao  Kattara.*  Alao,  aaieoraaCwfa 
datad  dactMUry  17,  1903,  at  AlTainghan,  foxvardad  to 
tha  OR  daouary  19,  1952,  oa|^oaad  ^BcsE&ia^  of 
Sew  Bethel  B^tlat  ClmrdhV  St,  IxAie*#  Eloa 

charohi  triaa^^ChisEtdi  aad^Xl^dow  of  Cod  la 
oo,  7/  daaoaxy  la,  39a2,  airoiogaam,  AlalM»i,''7 


jUAlst«Kt  G»t>4ru 

CiriX  Blfhtft  dlvisiott  ;X  : 


7*  mt 

r 14 f 1942m  (lc«tter  tc  tb«  Att(Mnv«y  0«n««r4l 

t%$  X942t  «»i*y  to  thm  trs^t  cnptXwMA 
'‘rsXnovn  6ttbject*i  Mtmhinst  vicltlty  e*th*l 
BftptUt  €!few*lir  oocewx  144 

1442$  Katt«x«.*  Meo#  »txs<i>r»Mvat  <Sftt*A 

Docfeo^r  If,  iS€a,  nt  Birsi»9fe»s»,  e«filoa*d 
•ettkst©«i  Sobiectui  Jtesfeblft^  of 

Slr«iii7h^#  C«s«t^er  H4 

c^7  forvor£«4  to  the  CXD  on  ^ctslor  17#  17f2»> 

f • B00&IC7  of  resldoa««  of  Airt&tjr  S?ior«9t  1^24 
Center  street,  Sortik,  Sire^lnghtw,  Ae^eet  24, 

9.  of  re»14ezice  of  &.  722  22t)» 

Street,  Sasley#  Sirsiosliee,  Hey  12»  1942. 

20,  tofrMftf  of  A.  C,  Cadi  tea  SOfeel,  2S14  fth 
liorthr  tutf  11,  29«l, 

U,  of  re«i4»»eo  of  T.  1,  Crorell,  13X2 

24tU  Avenee,  Sorth,  tUroixc^heR,  A^rll  1,  1945 , 

12*  Soobin?  de^loee  foea4  in  Birfdng^kMi,  Kerch  2X  22, 
1965,  «&4  As^rU  I4  l«f* 

ae^ej^ng  inei4ent  #€,  tfee  faete  were  femiahei  to  the 
CftS  on  Au^^uet  39,  1942,  oeicoraaSna  fated  Aa^eet  27,  1941,  «t 
nitrariaghaa.  ' So  inveati^ation  ota  inatltatod.  Soirever,  Uta 
realdexiea  vaa  acalo  eoi  Sapteniber  4,  1943,  and  in«»ati9ation 

WM  eondooted  at  the  ro9e«at  of  the  Aealetant  Attomar  0«^al  la 

It.  . a*w^ 

cae^e  ^4ae  viw*  AU)fi  wa  ww«i 

_ cotober  11,  1965,  at  aissin^aa,  captioned  *noGtblag  of  Saaidenea 
^ of  Arthar  $berea,  1021  Ci^tar  fteaet,  north,  hirstn^haa,  AlabtMt, 
Sapteaber  4,  1963,  icohlag  Kattora,*  fnruiahel  to  tha  ZMpartaant 
OB  October  22,  1945<^  centalaod  i&im  final  raaalta  of  inveatigatlon 
reported  oader  that  ei^itioak.  . _ ‘ ■ 

— ^ 9aicardlaa  laei^ipt  19.  tneftattcation  eae  oondected  and 

'^tba  report  of  0AM^mi^H|^mi||^»ied  2nXy  16,  1943,  at 

^2t.C6S9A4(^^b«K3«  ^ v'AftOrM^VAA  c. Bor^^te j At*vatt,>er 

E*Y.  aI  0.  S,  Sing,  hlmlsghaa,  Alabama,  jsay  11,  1942,  JSosi^ln^ 
t^ttera,*'  fnmiJ^n4  tc  the  Departau&nt  on  22,  1963,  containai 

the  final  raoalta  of  iceaatigatlon  reports  «n&dar  that  eaptlea. 


«n4l  ni^ort  22 « mt  . 

#ftptlo&*£  n;»k»evirst]&3««t«)  et  Gattoe.  ^t«I« 

hixtda^hmt  May  21,  lfC2«  ^1;taraf*  ftfr&lvbad 

/ to  tb«  0*f«rta«»t  «a  Aoguat  2«  1K2#  ccwtair^ad  t^a  fl&al  casaXts 
of  isv«*ti^atlo%  »portoG  sa4ar  tkat  ea$»tl«o. 

^ fto  to  isol^ot|^iX^^G^^Z^ig^sti^atioa  «aa  0:mtfaetod 

codi  tlio  report  «£  fotraaiy  7«  17f$^ 

«t  Bln^l&ghaji^  aa9tio&a4  "Bca^loa  fovloao  Fooi^  at  BiTalaobasj 
AXai^asta^  KarcH  2i*'22f  X$fS#  aod  A|4ril  I4  2H5#  Mattora#*' 

fttralabaA  to  tba  Doj^xt^aaot  on  fabruary  12#  ^ntalaotf  tbo  ■ 

tlwkl  aaaeit#  of  iaveatioatioa  roportoo  oo4ar  that  f^tioa* 


X&T*st»V^»«PU  V«  # 9 r fi  «BU  «AV  WW  , 

conoolidata^  is  to  the  i»o«ati^ati<m  of  oaptXoBod  patter  and 
roaulta  tbaroaftor  eoro  laoorporatof  late  ras^orta  pre|;or«4  ia 
captl<me£  o4ae«  ^.lao  iar«ati<^ation  regar:2in9  lncl^.eAt«  #11  a»^ 

#12  vaa  ooa^!l«ot«4  la  csar>j|ui<ctlc!>a  %dlth  tl^  oostla\»ln$  Xsvii^tlaail&B 
is  ea^ionoi^  asotter*  Therefore,  the  objection  teade  to  Mayor 
Taaxt'a  prior  ra^aoct  ariaea  a^aia  rasar^iag  kla  eerreat  retjeeat. 

ft  io  prc^aod  that  rofariia^  iooidoata  #1  * |7#  Mayor 
Y«ftn  |w  «4TiMl4  tbet  the  rTT  0OB40Ot*4  OO  iOTOatioati^  gofcggratlftO 

thoaa  aotS  that  he  he  fortl^r  adriaad  at  foiloira.  the 

fftX  ocadoctof  ioTortigaties  regartfiag  iooideeta  It  '*■  112  hat  la  . 
view  of  the  fact  that  thoce  ineeatlgatiosa  «Nire  oci^actetS  la  . 
▼aryio?  Gagraoe;  ta  eoct;|«oetioa  vith  the  Ineeatlgatios  of  eaptioeet 
oatter#  hie  reqsect  w»elo  he  icoire  appropriatelr  oireceeo  to 
httoroey  CeaaraX  harley#  in  Tlev  of  thm  fact  that  inreatigatloo  in 
captlooM  amtter  ia  «oo4ecte4  by  Hr > Barley#  as4  infnmntXtm 

rogardiag  oaytioneG  patter  la  heieg  ferslahed  to  fhr.  Barley*  Xocr 
eosearresioe  ia  l^a  propoocf  cMoree  of  aotioo  la  reqooated# 


captiooeo  i&aPBGM 


Vasuudl  dat^  2/5/74# 


^f.'lOHAL  FOMr^iO.  tO 
MAT  lf*l  tt^VlON 
94A  OfM.  ^O.  HO. 


UNITED  STATES  GO>  ERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr.  W.  R.  Wannallui*^ 


1 - Mr.  N.  P.  callatian 
1 - Mr,  J.  B.  Adams 
1 


BAPBOMB 


SYNOPSIS: 

Bapbomb  is  code  word  for  investigation  of 
bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  9/16/63.  Purpose  of  memorandum  is  to  advise 
of  results  of  file  review  conceminci  information 


furnished  to  Bureau  officials  b 


Comp,  Syst.  _ 
Ejct.  AHolri  , 
FiUo  & Com. 

I^ont,  --  

Lol>oratDry 
Plan.  & Evol, 
Spat.  Inv.  

Lagal  Ceun. 
Tolephono  Rm. 
Diroctor  Soc'y  . 


RECOMMENDATION 


/§7 

While  it  appears  that  results  of  interviews  of  ? 


in  1966  were  inadvertently  not  furnished  to  our  Birmingham 
Office  at  that  time  or  were  purposely  withheld,  tl^ ftti8t4t^97g 
of  Limitations  has  run  on  the  Federal  aspects  of  this  case. 
Therefore  no  further  action  appears  warranted  in  CtliS' 


157-1025 


SEE  DETAILS  PAGE  2 


31976 


Memorandum  to  Mr.  W.  R.  Wannail 
Re ; BAPBOMB 


DETAILS: 


Bapbomb  is  the  code  word  for  the  case  involving 
the  bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  9/16/63. 

Purpose  of  this  memorandiam  is  to  advise  of  the 
results  of  a file  review,  at  FBIHQ  and  our  Birmingham  Office 
based  on  information  furnished  to  Mr.  Callahan  and  Mr.  Adams 


earlv  in  January,  1976,  b 


ana  by  our 
no  in forma 
being  foun 
advised  it 
related  bo 
an  article 
reference 
individual 


file  was  initi 
It  was  determi 
regarding  any 
in  this  case, 
d to  Laborator 
ntion  could  be 
so  indicated  t 
oncerned  the  i 
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PA(jc.  TiiiEii 


AtiGfkiD 

usiAUCiiiu  that  nU^Ai  biiuULo  cui.i Acr^mjlH^^milrLi  D.iT£ri - 
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PBi/DOJ 


1 - Mr 
(A 

1 - Mr 
^ 1 - Mr. 

1 “ Mr. 

1 - Mr. 


L*9oI  Cftiiin. 

Ptan.&Evol 
Spac.  Inv.  _ 

Training  

TaUphan*  Rm 
Diraetor  Sac'jr 


BAPBOMB  is  the  code  word  for  case  involving 
bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birminghani , 
Alabama,  9/15/63. 


Purpose  of  memorandvim  is  to  obt^n  approval  of 
attached  teletype  to  SAC,  Birmingham,  furnimiing  instructions  t 
as  to  his  response  to  request  of  Mayor  Daviaj\^ann , Birmingheun 
for  review  of  certain  FBI  files.  ■' 


You  will  recall  that  Mayor  Vann  has  recently 
requested  to  review  files  of  our  Birmingham  Office  regarding 
captioned  case,  several  other  named  bombing  incidents,  and 
regarding  the  beating  of  Freedom  Riders  at  the  Trailways  Bus 
Depot,  Birmingham,  on  5/14/61,  We  previously  referred  Vann's 
request  to  the  Department  and  the  Department  deferred  to 
us  regarding  response  to  above  request. 

Regarding  captioned  case  and  named  bombings,  it  was 
recommended  and  ^proved  that  we  advise  Mayor  Vann  that  nd  j 
investigation  was  conducted  regarding  some  of  the  bombincia  * 

mentioned  by  him  and  that  the  others,  which  were  investigated 
by  the  FBI , were  so  closely  connected  with  captioned  matter^ 
that  it  would  seem  his 'request  would  be  more  appropriately  \ 
directed  to  William  Baxley,  Attorney  General  of  Alabama, 
inasmuch  as  Baxley  is  currently  investigating  captioned  matter, 
and  information  regarding  captioned  case  is  being  furnished  to 
Mr.  Baxley  by  our  Birmingham  Office.  , 

Enclosure  iJONTINUED  - OVER--  ^ f / 

XS7-1025  ' 
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Af\  7 


nub  9 

rr^  I 


Buy  US.  Savings  Bands  Regularly  on  the  Payroll  Savings  Plan 


Memorandum  to  Mr.  T.  W.  Leavitt 

Re ; BAPBOMB 

157-1025 


Birmingham  was  requested  to  advise  as  to  whether  or 
not  a separate  investigation  was  conducted  regarding  the 
beating  of  the  Freedom  Riders.  If  not.  Mayor  Vann  was  to 
be  so  advised.  If  active  ivestigation  had  been  conducted, 
Birmingham  was  requested  to  identify  case  and  furnish  recom- 
mendations regarding  furnishing  any  results  of  that  investi- 
gation to  Mayor  Vann. 

Birmingham  has  advised  active  investigation  regarding 
the  beating  incident  was  conducted  jointly  with  the  investigation 
of  the  burning  of  a Greyhound  bus,  carrying  Freedom  Riders, 
at  Anniston,  Alabama,  which  occurred  on  the  same  date  as  the 
beating  incident. 

SAC,  Birmingham,  recommended  that  Mayor  Vann  be 
advised  that  while  free  access  to  FBI  files  cannot  be  granted, 
the  FBI  is  agreeable  to  discuss  the  Trailways  Bus  Depot  invest!-  ' 
gation  in  depth  with  knowledgeable  official  of  the  Birmingham 
Police  Department  (BPD)  to  assure  that  the  BPD  has  all  pertinent 
information  available  to  the  FBI  regarding  the  incident. 
Intelligence  Division  concurs  with  that  recommendation. 

ACTION; 

Attached  for  approval  is  a teletype  to  SAC,  Birmingham, 
instructing  him  to  respond  to  the  request  of  Mayor  Vann  in  the 
matter  recommended  by  him. 


FF  ft  fi  ^ 

■ -w  / /,  lu/K 


'(iiJ'L  C J ft  KB  H CUD  n 
C:3  0 Pi’i  iUT^  F£B  24,  157.6  FftS 
TO  D Cr OR 


iy/6 


i'll  NGH All  C 15  7-352) 


^7f 


bAriiuri  ij 

■ BUTEL,  FEBRUARY  23,  1976, 

AS  lOSTRUaED  N^RE  FERE  WCED  TELETYPE,  A LETTER  HAS  BEEN 
D IR  E Cr  ED  TO  i 1 A YuR  DA  V1D\^H  N , _ B IRil  1 NGHAM  , ALA&AiA,  AL  0 i^G  L I NE  S 
SET  FORTH  WITH  NO  ADDITION^  HE  iff  I ON  OF  THE  INCIDENT  AT  T HE 

./k 

TR  A IL  W A Y5  3 U 3 D E POT  , 3 IR H I NG  H Ai'i  , MA  Y 14  , 1 


Assoc,  bir. 

Dep.-A-D.-Adm 

Dcp.-A-D-Inv.^ 

Asst.  Dir-: 

Admin. “ 

Svst.  - 
Ext.  Affairs  — 
Files  & Com.  — ■ 

Gen.  Inv 

Ident. 

Inspection 
Intell. 

Laboratory' 
Plan.  & EvaL  . 
Spec-  Inv.  — — 
Training  — 

Ij^al  Coun.  — 
Telephone  to 


J04  /jy.- 

AS  REQUESTED  IN  REFERENCED  TEL,  B IRi’i  INGHAi'l  DID  COi'JDUCT 


■4 


^ INUE  ST  IGAT  ION  CONCERNING  THE  dEATING  uF  RiEEDO.]  RIDERS  AT  THE 
^'^iRAiLWAYS  BUS  DEPOT  IN  1961.  T Hi  INVESTIGATION  WAS  COiE)UCTED  U M) £ 
,BH  FILE  149-16,  bUFiLE  149-  16  34  , UfDER  DUAL  CAPT  loN : 


y mR  o 13/d 


JNKNOWN  SUBJECTS;  BUR  NI NG  OF 
GREYHOUi®  BUS  AT  ANNlSToN,  ALABAi'lA,  HAY  14,  1961 
OF  FREEDOi-]  RIDE  1961,  CORE:” 


UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 


d 


j 


page.  TWO  BH.  15  7-3  52 

^ VICTIi-lS;  VIBLEH(£  AT  IS  AIL  WAYS  BUS  DEPOT, 

BlRI’UNGHAi'i , ALABAi'lA,  MAY  14,  1961.” 

lU  COU^^iECrlON  WITH  ABOVE  CASE  , blHM  1 WG HA'l  RECOMMEHDS 


that  mayor  VANH  be  advised  that  while  free  access  to  FBI  FILES 
CAlO\OT  BE  GRAHTED,  THE  FBI  IS  AGREEABLE  TO  DISCUSS  THE 
TPAILWAYS  bus  depot  IHVESTIGATIOR  1H  depth  WITH  A IC-iOWLEDGEABLE 
OFFICIAL  OF  THE  BIRi'J  1 HGHAM  PD  TO  INSURE  THAT  THE  BIRMINGHAM  PD 
has  all  PERTINEOT  INFGRMaTIuN  available  to  the  fbi  concerning 
THIS  incident. 


Ei’iD, 


WHAT  IS  YOU  NUMBER  IT  IS  GARBLED 


ivR  005 


DLS  F3IHQ  AK  T KS 


(Attn 


TELETYPE 


TO  SAC  BIRTAINGHAM  (157-352) 
FROM  DIRECTOR  FBI 


MARCH  2,  1976 
PERSOHNEL  ATTENTION 


BAPB0MB,/^7-  /7/7 

\CftEBHTEL  FEBRUARY  24,  1976. 

REGARDING  MAYOR  VANN'S  REQUEST  FOR  REVIEW  OF  FILES  OF  YOUR 
OFFICE  REGARDING  THE  INCIDENT  INVOLVING  FREEDOM  RIDERS  AT 
THE  TRAILMAYS  BUS  DEPOT,  BIRMINGHAM,  MAY  34,  1961,  YOU  ARE 
AUTHORIZED  TO  RESPOND  TO  HIS  REQUEST  IN  THE  MANNER  RECOMIEBNDED 
BY  YOU  IN  REFERENCED  TELETYPE. 

END 

4-t 


See  ineinorandiiii}4l|VlilHII^Hi|liP^o  % 

dated  3/1/76,  captioned  as  above,  and  prepared  by^ 


I ^ L!;  !3^C 


P ^21976^ 

MAIL  ROOM 


ftnitm  wum  OF  (NvenwiraH 
CQMMUNfCATlQNS  $ECTI0.N 


II  ii  m 


Vi'  ' ^ ;hA' 


ELETYPE  UNIT  1 t 


OfTIOMM  FOiM  NO.  10 
I'tlMkT  (t>TlOl4 

OiA  OlH.  tfO.  NO.  17 


United  states  government 


A«ik.  Dfr. 

D«p.  AD  Adra.  _ 


Memorandum 

e\ 


BAPBOHB  is  the  code  word  for  case  involving  the 
bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham,  Alabama, 
9/16/63. 


Purpose  of  this  memorandum  is  to  obtain  approval  of  /y) 
teletype  to  SAC,  Birmingham,  furnishing  instructions  as  to  hi.s/'^  / 
response  to  request  of  Mayor  David  Vann,  Birmingham,  for  reviey^ 
of  FBI  files. 


My  memorandum  2/5/76  (copy,  with  copy  of  its  attachment 
attached  for  ready  reference)  advised  of  receipt  of  a second 
request  from  Mayor  Vann  for  a review  of  FBI  files.  It  also  refers 
to  the  receipt  of,  and  disposition  of,  the  earlier  initial  request 
of  Mayor  Vann  for  a review  of  our  files. 


flee  reg 


d request  was  for  review  of  files 


Mayor  Vann 

of  our  Birmingham  Off^'e  regarding  twelve  named  bombing  incidents 
which  occurred  in  Birmingham  during  the  period  1956>1965.  Above 
memorandum  2/5/76  attached  for  approval  a letter  to  the  Civil 
Rights  Division  (CRD)  advising  of  the  receipt  of  Mayor  Vann’s 
second  request  and  seeking  the  Department’s  concurrence  in  a 
proposed  response, to  Vann.  That  proposed  response  was  to  the 
effect  that  we  had  conducted  no  investigation  regarding  seven  of 
the  incidents.,  It  also  proposed  that  he  be  advised  that  as  to  the 
remaining  five  incidents,  we  had  conducted  investigations,  but  that 
those  investigations  were  conducted  in  varying  degrees  in  conjunctioi 
with  investigation  of  captioned  case,  that  we  are  presently 
furnishing  information  regarding  captioned  case  to  Alabama  Attorney 
General  (AG)  Baxley  in  connection  with  investigation  being  conducted 
by  him  and  that  his,  Vann's,  request  would  be  more  appropriately 
directed  to  Mr.  Baxley,  inasmuch  as  furnishing  of  Information  by  the 
FBI  to  other  State  and/or  local  officials  could  conceivably  interfere 
with  Baxley’s  investigation. 
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By  memorandum  2/17/76  (copy  attached  for  readv 

it  concuS  in  ourprSpSserrLnon,. 

fcw  tnayvr  vann.  " ■ 

mr.  approval  is  a teletype  to  SAC. 

respond  to  Mayor  Vann  in  line 

with  the  above  proposal,  Telet^'f^e  nierk  ^ 

of  prior  request  of  Mayor  Vann  regarding  his  asking  for***^^*^^ 
the^hL+f  investigation  of  incident^involving 

iS  196l!^  ^ Freedom  Riders  at  a bus  depot  in  Birmingham 


RfiCOMMENDATI ON : 

That  attached  teletype  be  approved. 


\ 


l>AG£  TfO 

FEESEKTLT  COKTUrCTIKG  XKVSSTXCAT109  XV  CAPTIOKSD  CASS 
Aim  TO  VHOK  TBS  rax  IS  nSSOlTLT  rVEHISSlSO  ZnfQSSATXaV 
XV  TBAT  tSCABD«  80  A8  TO  ATOtD  TB&  WsSIBLS  WfiBnSJSBCS 
mm  BB.  B&ZUT*S  ZmrSSTXGATXOI  BY  TBS  rsi*8  nmiXGBXBG 
or  suca  ivFC»aATioB  » onus  stats  abd/gb  xaical  qitzcials. 

TOOa  T£LSm>£  rSBKOABT  18^  X»7$,  8TATSS  08  tAGS  SIX 
TBAT  MAYOR  TAKR/8  BEQOEST  rOR  A BSTXSV  OT  TBS  tSSOUTS  OT 

rai  ziryssnoATioij  ucabdisc  tba  imcxosmt  or  tbs  bsatixo 
or  ntssDOM  nisass  at  a bds  lopor  zx  bxexxbgium  is  xssx 

IS  STIU.  FSKDIXO  VXIH  TBS  Mia>ASTMS8T.  rOR  CLARtriCATIOM, 
TBAT  ASPSCT  TAS  PWfJtOmsr  SgOTSP  TO  IBS  MSPASTIISVT  Am 
TBS  SSf^^AaniSBT  RJbSIOSaSD  TESRSTO  BY  aSXQRAXDUX  JAKUASY  IZ, 

JLxriOi  vwi  w WAAVA  mo  immia  swvo  m juiTAS7iuAT»wt 

MAS  COSDOCTSB  JBY  YOOB  Cf7XCS  COMCaVXMG  TBAT  XBCiBSirr, 
XaSXTXrY  ABE  BY  CASE  CAFTZail  AMD  SUBMIT  AUXBQ  VX1B  YOUR 
RJSCOKMSKDATXOMS  RSCATOIKt  TXA  fURnSBlBG  OT  AMY  RESULTS  OP 
TBAT  ZMVXSTX^TXOB  TO  YAMM  SO  TBAT  PURIBER  COMSXOERATIOM 
AT  MS  crhcM  TO  KXS  RSO^BSST.  XT  XB  FACT  MO  tSFARATS 
XVTSBTXOATXOM  US  OOKSOCTED,  YOU  SBOULO  SO  ABYZtt  AYOR  TAIM. 

TOO  are  RKMIS&IED  OF  XJISTE0CTXQM  ftST  COT  XB  BUREAU  ' 
TELETYPE  AABCARY  RR,  irrS»  IBAT  OPOIl  COKPLETXOM  OP  TOOR 
t^rarrAfi9  wm  «AveR  vaw.  um  si^fiASBiiec;  same  vmnLn  kk 


THRIS 

5UB»lTZ£p  SO  T8AT  1&£  S^AETMcJIT  Mkl  SE  AtPSQ^RUTSLJ 
isVISKD.  SXHIL&E  nSTEOCTXQKS  «E&£  nmHISBiiB  TO  TCRi  . 

BT  VOBMS  TELETIfK  PSCMmOt  5*  lOTSt  Jt£CAEDXKC  A9VXCS  : ^ 
TO  rfiXBQ  QPOir  COMPLETIOH  OT  TOOE  COE&SXT  BXSSfiXtX&TXOK  > * 

T0  ATtOKXEt  G£UaAL  BAZLST*  • 

mxfk 
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UNITED  STATES  GC^  RNMENT 

Memorandum 

. Director 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 

Stanley  Pottinger 
Assistant  Attorney  General 
Rights  Division 

Unknown  Subj  ects  f 

Bombing  of  the  16th  Street 
Baptist  Church,  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  September  15,  1963, 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


Reference  is  made  to  your  memorandum  in  the  above 
matter  dated  February  9,  1976,  requesting  our  advice  on  you 
proposed  response  to  Mayor  Vann*s  request  for  information 
regarding  this  matter. 


We  concur  in  your  proposed  response;  that  regart  _ 
incidents  #1  - #7,  the  Bureau  conducted  no  investigation 
concerning  these  incidents;  and  that  with  respect  to  inci^ent§J:J  ^ 
#8  - il’ll  inquiry  would  be  more  appropriately  directed  to 
Attorney  General  Baxley.  ^ ” 


tt  ft  ***  h 
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Trirector  - 


FOP  INFORMATION  OF  BUREAU,  FORMER  BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA.  POLICE 
DEPARTMENT  CHIEF  JAMIE  MOORE  IS  CURRENTLY  VORKING  FOR  ALABAMA 
STATE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL’S  OFFICE.  MOORE  AND  OTHER  INVESTIGATORS 
CURRENTLY  INVESTIGATING  THE  1963  BOMBING  OF  THE  16TH  ST 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  , BIRMI  NGHAM  , 

AT  approximately  8:O0  PM,  3/S2/76,  MOORE’S  CAR,  A.  1974  SEDAN, 
HAS  FIRED  UPON  APPARENTLY  FROM  A PASSING  VEHICLE  WHILE  HIS  CAR 
WAS  PARKED  IN  FRONT- OF  HIS  RESIDENCE,  752  85TH  STREET  SOUTH, 
BIRMINGHAM.  BULLETS  STRUCK ’LEFT  REAR  DOOR,  LEFT  FRONT  DOOR  AND 
left  FRONT  FENDER,  NO  INJUR  lES  .Sl^TAINED  AND  MOOEJE  UNAWAREJHA 

EX-lia 

HIS  CAR  HAD  BEEN  HIT  UNTIL  3/25/76,  J\tb-4y 

ACCORDING  TO  CART.  JACK  LEGRAND,  BIRMINGHAM,  I^^^ER 

KLAN  MEMBERS  ARE  SUSPECTED  INASMUCH  AS  MOORE  ISTraCOTTF^ 
INVESTIGATION  OF  CAPTIONED  MATTER  FOR  STATE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL’S 
OFFICE.  BIRMINGHAM  CONDUCTING  NO  IN  VEST  IGATION  EXCEPT  CONTACT 
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WITH  KLAN  SOURCES,  BUREAU  WILL  BE  ADVISED  OF  AMY  PERTINENT 
DEVELOPMENTS, 

END 
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ONITED  STATES  jVeRNMENT 

» 

Memorandum 

ar.  T.  W. 


FROM 


PURPOSE:  The  purpose  of  this  memorandum  is  to  resend  to  the 

Director ' s question  regarding  significance  of  article  appearing 
in  3/20/76  edition  of  New  York  Times.  Article  stated<that 
according  to  Alabama  State  Attorney  General  (AG)  Williafe-i^axley , 
FBI  failed  fof^our  years"  to  respond  to  Baxley's  1971  request  / 
for  results  of  FBI  investigation  into  captioned  case,  which  ‘ ^ 

involved  the  bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  

Birmingham,  Alabama,  9/15/63, 


SYNOPSIS:  Above-mentioned  article  inaccurately  states  FBI  with- 

held information  concerning  captioned  case  from  Mr.  Baxley  from  . 
1971  to  1975,  Baxley's  initial  request,  made  in  1971,  was 
referred  to  the  Department  and  Baxley  so  advised.  No  reply 
received  from  the  Department.  Request  renewed  in  April,  1975; 
again  referred  to  the  Department  and  Baxley  so  advised.  Third 
request  received  from  Baxley  in  December,  1975;  referred  to 
Department  and  Department  authorized  dissemination  which  began 
promptly  thereafter  and  is  continuing. 

CURRENT  BUREAU  POLICY;  Not  applicable, 

RECOMMENDATIONS ; Submitted  for  Director's  information. 
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Memorandum  to  Mr.  Leavitt 

Re : BAPBOM 

157-1025 


DETAILS;  BAPBOM  is  the  code  name  for  our  investigation  of 
bombing  of  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham,  Alabama, 
9/15/63. 

\ Y 

Article  captioned  BOMBING  DATA  WITHHELD  BY  F.B.I." 

appeared  in_ 3/20/76  edition  of  New  York  Times.  Article  states 
that  Alabama  State  AG  William  Baxley,  in  1971,  requested  results 
of  FBI  investigation  in  captioned  case  but  that  the  FBI  "withheld" 
the  requested  information  until  December,  1975,  The  article 
stated  that  the  information  was  given  to  Mr,  Baxley  "only  after 
a newsman  learned  of  the  Bureau's  refusing  to  cooperate  with  the 
Baxley  investigation  and  inquired  about  it  in  Washington,"  The 
Director  asked,  "What  about  this?"  ‘ 

The  article  is  inaccurate.  The  facts  are  set  out 

below. 


On  4/5/71  Baxley  called  FBIHQ  advising  he  had  recently 
become  AG  of  Alabama,  that  he  wanted  to  furnish  any  possible  help 
he  could  to  the  FBI  to  solve  captioned  case  and  that  he  would 
like  to  talk  to  someone  in  that  regard.  When  contacted  by  SAC, 
Birmingham,  on  4/6/71,  Baxley  advised  he  had  launched  an  Inquiry 
into  captioned  case  and  desired  FBI  assistance.  Specifically, 
he  requested  names  of  witnesses  who  could  place  certain  suspects 
in  Birmingham  on, the  date  of  the  bombing,  any  available  information 
as  to  automobiles  then  operated  by  those  suspects  and  the  nature 
of  the  device  or  devices  used  in  the  bombing.  He  also  requested 
the  results  of  polygraph  tests  given  to  suspects  and  asked  to 
interview  the  operator's)  who  administered  the  tests.  Baxley’s 
request  was  referred  to  the  Civil  Rights  Division  (CRD) (case 
handled  by  that  division) . Our  referral  letter  stated  that  no 
further  action  would  be  taken  by  the  FBI  regarding  Baxley’s 
request  in  the  absence  of  specific  instructions  from  CRD.  On 
4/14/71  SAC,  Birmingham,  advised  Baxley  his  request,  ha been 
referred  to  CRD.  Baxley  said  he  was  going  to  call  Jerris  Leonard 
(then  Assistant  AG  in  charge  of  CRD) , with  whom  he  was  personally 
acquainted  to  seek  Departmental  clearance  for  desired  information. 
No  reply  to  our  referral  letter  was  received  from  CRD, 

CONTINUED  - OVER 
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On  4/18/75  Baxley  telephonically  contacted  Mr,  Reed 
in  the  Director’s  Office , stating  he  had  additional  information 
in  this  matter  and  desired  to  see  SAC,  Birmingham,  in  that  regard. 
He  was  contacted  by  SAC,  Birmingham,  on  4/21/75  and  an  appoint- 
ment was  scheduled  for  4/25/75,  At  that  time  Baxley  advised  an 
informant,  whom  he  declined  to  identify,  had  provided  information 
which  he  felt  warranted  additional  investigation.  He  said  it  was 
the  same  information  he  had  in  1971,  that  he  had  not  had  the 
opportunity  to  develop  same  but  felt  that  with  the  passage  of 
time,  certain  individuals  previously  contacted  might  be  willing 
to  provide  information  beneficial  to  the  solving  of  the  case. 

He  asked  that  FBI  Agents  participate  jointly  with  his  invest!-  > 
gators  in  the  "additional  investigation."  He  was  told  this 
could  not  be  done,  but  that  if  he  had  any  additional  information 
constituting  a basis  for  logical  investigation,  we  would,  upon 
receipt  of  such  information,  conduct  any  necessary  additional 
investigation.  He  said  he  preferred  that  such  investigation  be 
controlled  from  his  office.  He  said  if  Agents  could  not  parti- 
cipate in  a joint  investigation  he  would  appreciate  receiving 
results  of  certain  aspects  of  our  investigation,  particularly 
results  of  interviews  of  suspects.  His  request  was  referred 
to  the  CRD  and  he  was  advised  of  the  referral.  Our  referral 
letter  again  stated  no  action  was  being  taken  by  the  FBI  regarding 
Baxley’s  request  in  the  absence  of  specific  instructions  from  CRD. 

In  July,  1975,  Departmental  Attorney  Willian^i^Gar^er , 
CRD,  telephonically  inquired  of  Bureau  Super  vis  or 

as  to  the  action  desired  by  the  FBI  regarding  Baxley’s  reque^,  ^ 
It  was  pointed  out  to  him  that  Baxley  declined  to  furnish  any  of 
his  information  to  the  FBI,  that  disclosure  of  some  of  the  results 
of  investigation  might  compromise  confidentialities,  but  that  as 
indicated  in  our  referral  communications,  we  were  taking  no  action 
in  the  absence  of  specific  instructions  from  CRD. 

On  12/1/75  Baxley  contacted  Robert  Havel,  Office  of 
Public  Information,  Department  of  Justice,  requesting  certain 
results  of  FBI  Investigation  in  this  matter,  Havel  was  apprised 
of  the  receipt  and  disposition  of  Baxley’s  prior  requests,  Havel 
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requested  that  the  matter  be  discussed  with  CRD  and  this  was 
done  on  the  same  date.  At  that  time  Mr.  Gardner  of  CRD  stated 
the  Department's  case  was  closed,  that  the  Department  had  no 
objection  to  furnishing  the  requested  information  to  Baxley 
and  that  CRD  would  forward  a communication  so  stating.  That 
communication,  dated  12/3/75,  was  subsequently  received  and 
SAC,  Birmingham,  was  Immediately  advised.  He  was  instructed  to 
comply  with  Baxley's  request  and  was  also  instructed  that  if 
any  requested  information  would  tend  to  disclose  sources  whose 
identities  could  not  be  disclosed,  the  requested  information 
was  to  be  furnished  orally  in  a manner  to  protect  the  sources, 
SAC,  Birmingham,  was  also  instructed  that  upon  completion  of 
the  dissemination,  FBIHQ  was  to  be  advised,  identifying  the 
information  disseminated. 

SAC,  Birmingham,  advised  on  3/30/76  that  Baxley's 
request  has  been  received  in  phases,  that  the  latest  aspect  of 
the  request  has  been  handled  and  Birmingham  is  awaiting  receipt 
of  the  next  phase  of  the  request. 


X 


t ' By  WAYNE  KIN<b 

^ ; aptcl*!  to  Tb*  Hnr  Tork 

^-MONTGOMERY,  AIs.,|Mardi 
18  -#Th«  Federal  Bunau  at 
Investigation  withheld  uie  re- 
sults of  its  Inquliy  into  tbe 
1963  bombing  of  a Binning^iain 
cburch  from  the  Alabama  At- 
[tomey  General  for  more  than 
I'four  years  despite  repeated  re- 
[ quests  for  the  data. 

; The  state’s  Attorney  General. 
^William  Baxley,  conhtmed  that, 
the  bureau  had  widiheid  its  ex- : 
tensive  Inforomation  — which 
other  sources  said  included  the' 
incriminating  results  of  a poiy-| 
graph  test  given  to  a man  sus- 
pected of  making  the  boml^^j — 

^ from  the  time  of  his  initialre- 
quest  in  1971  until  last  |^- 
’ cember.  Mr.  Baxley's  office  jhas 
, been  conducting  its  own  in- 
. vcstgiation  into  the  booking, 
sjjhich  killed  foim  black  chil- 
ien,  aince  he  took  office  in 
171, 

JThe  F.B.I,  information  was 
given  to  Mr.  Baxley  only  after 
I n . newsman  learned  of  Ae 
bureau's  refusal  to  cooperate 
with  the  Baxley  investigation 
and  inquired  about  it  in  wash- 
! ington. 

#An  F.B.I,  spokesman  in 
Washington  said  tlmt  when  the 
r^uest  for  the  information  [ 
J wis  received  in  1971,  it  was  j 
I sent  to  the  (hvil  Rights  Division ; 
! of;  the  Justice  Department.  I 
; which  had  control  of  the  in- 
i formation,  the  spokesman  said.  I 
' Four  years  later,  he  said,  the 
; Justice  Department  got  around 
' to^responmng. 

I ^ No  Reason  Offered 
J ’[he  spokesman  had  no  ex- 
^plantion  of  why  the  Informa- 
*tlon  was  held  up.  Local  law 
! enforcement  officials,  particu- 
larly in  racily  troubled  South- 
,em  areas,  often  have  com- 
[plained  of  difficulty  in  obtain- 
jpng  such  F.B.I.  data. 

I A Justice  Department  bffidal, 

fin  response  to  the  state- 
: from  the  F.B.I,  spokes- 
, that  no  one  in  the  Civil 
ts  Divisiod  could  be  found 
remembered  thesbureau 
Ing  on  Mr.  Baxley’mquest 
J71.  I ' 

^ S3fdi  his  in* 

^estigation  of  the  boml^hg  was 
fcontinuing,  adding,  "We’re  con- 
'^dent  that  we’re  making 


[Jep.  AD  Iny.l^iCr' 
A*.t.  DiV: 


Admin. 


am^  Official  Confirms) 

ui. 

.-mat  ouicau  lyifuicu  niS 


kit, 


Requests  for  4 Years 


i-  Altlwjush  the  case  nas  never 
been  officially  closed,  it  was" 
j inactive,  both  at  the  state  bnd 
iFederial  levels,  when  ib.  Bax- 
jley  took  office  in  1971  j 
^Mf,  Baxley,  asked  a Pout  the 
pfficuJty  in  getting  tte  F.B.I. 

BiAlU  UlRt  IW  UlUieT^ 

Jtood  the  bureau’s  reluctance 
[to'  release  such  Information 
during  the  early  1960’s,  when 
there  was  some  fear  on  the  part 
of  the  bureau  that  it’s  informa- 
tion might  he  leaked  by  un- 
'sympathetic  law  enforcement 
officers  In  the  South.  But  he 
sa  i he  considered  suph  fears 
gi  undless  today. 

' Investigation  Hindered 
*hie  refusal  of  the  bureau  to 
provide  the  information  meant 
that  state  Investigators  were 
unable  to  develop  leads  turned 
up  by  the  bureau  at  the  time, 
,and  It  also  entirely  forestalled 
itiie  questioning  of  certain  in- 
(dividuals  since  it  was  felt  that 
■there  should  not  be  any  con- 
•tact  with  them  until  ft  was 
/known  what  they  might  have 
!«ld  the  F.B.I. 

f Among  the  withheld  informa- 
[tlon,  the  Times  has  ieam^, 
[was  he  ^ort  of  lie  detector 
test  administered  to  a suspect 
I believed  to  have  made  the  b^b 
fused  in  the  explosion,  and 
jjieved  placed  by  another  party, 
'/a  prime  target  of  the  Baxley 
finquiry.  The  test  riiowed  that 
(the  suspect  lied  when  he  denied 
jhaving  made  the  bomb  in  hJs 
{home  workshop.  Polygra;^  test 
results  are  not  admissible  in 
court  as  evidence  in  sudb  cases, 
but  they  do  provide  important 
corroboration  to  investigators. 
The  man  is  now  dead. 

As  a result  of  the  renewed 
(atate  inquiry  into  the  church 
' bombing,  Mr.  Baxley,  offke  has 
dready  brou^t  unrelated  mur- 
.flju'  indictments  against  Ithree 
'ibimes  Ku  Kliix  KIan5in|n  ac- 
ijused  of  forcing  a biacilnum 
I to  jump  to  Ms  death  from  a 
I bridge  outside  Mon^mery  19 
Lyears  ago.  , 


•There  were  a whole  series 
of  bombings  — two  othersj|in 
Birmingham,  plus  one  hi  re, 
previously  unsolved  — that  we 
could  make  a case  on  ri  ht 
now,"  Mr.  Baxley  said,  “But 
the  statute  [of  limitations]  has 
run  out" 

Mr.  Baxiey  said  those  bomb- 
ings were  related  to  the  church 
bombing  in  Birniingham.  • 
‘We’re  about  a smidgen  of  an 
inch  away  from  solving  one 
that  occurred  nea  an  occupied] 
dwelling  — and  there  fs  no 
limitation  on  that,"  Mr.  Baxley] 
said. 

Motivated  by  Hatred 
Asked  about  the  relationship 
between  the  Birmingham  bomb- 
ings and  those  in  Montgomery 
and  elsewhere  in  the  South,  Mr. 
Baxley  said,  "The  relationship 
is  haphazard.  Some  were  re- 
lated, some  were  not." 

'’AD  were  motivated  by  In- 
tepse  hatred.  Another  relation- 
ship is  that  they  wer%  all  done 
m the  scum  of  the  earth.|l 
I IjMr.  Baxley  said  that  so  le  of 
■ djie  individuals  Implicab  1 in 
the  fatal  Birmingham  c urch 
bombing  referred  to  themjblves 
! as  “the  missionaries”  or  "the 
I mi  nonary  group."  - ' 
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Date;  3/16/76 


Transmit  the  following  in  _ 

• Via AIRTEL 


Q< 


K 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 

AIRMAIL 


(Precedence) 


TO; 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR,  FBI 

ATTENTION:  EXTERNAL  ARRAIRS  DIVISION 


SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (80-171) 
RELATIONS  WITH  NEWS  MEDi 


Attached  Is  a news  article  from  Page  1 of 
"The  Birmingham  News"  dated  3/1 V76  written  by  ANDREW 
KILPATRICK,  staff  writer  for  the  above  paper. 


The  Bureau  is  requested  to  expeditiously  furnish 
Birmingham  any  information  regarding  receipt  of  information 
as  contained  in  tape  obtained  by  Miami  Police  Department; 
if  tape  or  ini^brmation  in  tape  furnished  to  Warren  Commission 
and  if  not  furnished,  the  reason  why  it  was  not  furnished. 

These  ahsweryWill  be  greatly  appreciated  and 
will  be  made  available  -US  KILPATRICK  vpon  receipt. 


Bureau  "i) 

1 - Blnplnghami^ 


(Enc,  i) *r 


/S7- 


13  1976 


S.  FP-3':0  (Rev.  7-16-63) 
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Also  King,  Kennedy  slayings 


V/ii 


1^  Vk 
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_ D^nin  nr  1-nll 
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By  ANDREW  KILPATRICK 
News  staff  writer 

The  bombing  of  Birmingham’s  Six- 
teenth  Street  Baptist  Church  in  1963— as 
well  as  the  possibility  of  kbling  Presi- 
dent John  F.  Kennedy  and  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.— were  discussed  in  a 
20-minute  conversation  which  was 
recorded  by  a room  bug  planted  in  a 
Miami  hotel  room  Nov.  9, 1963,  accord- 
ing to  Miami  police. 

The  conversation  was  between  a po- 
lice informer  and  a “states’  rights" 
advocate.  ■ * 

The  Miami  police,  became  they  did 
not  have  jurisdiction  over  the  crimes, 
said  they  turned  the  information  over  to 
the  FBI. 

But  an  FBI  spokesman  in  Washing- 
ton D.C.,  who  recently  indicated  the 
tape  was  not  a good  lead,  said  he  could 
not  really  comment  about  it  because 
Sen.  Frank  Church’s  U.S.  Senate  Intel- 
ligence^ Committee  is  studying  the 
Kennedy  assassination.  ^ 

HE  SAID  information  about  the  tape 
had,  been  turned  over  to  thttiWnwen 

(?JTtfTffission,  which  ii!Vdsligaf<^ 
Kennedy’s  assassination,  and  he  said 
questions  about  the  tape  would  have  to 
be  addressed  to  Whrren  Commission 
members. 

But  the  14-volume  Warren  Commis- 
nidkcS  no  niontiiuLjiiLuif 


tape.  And  J.  Lee  Rankin  of  New  Viork 
City,  general  counsel  for  the  Warren 
Commission,  said  Friday,  "I  don’t  re- 
call such  a tape,”  and  he  said  informa- 
tion about  the  tape  had  not  come  to  him. 
Others  who  served  on  the  Warren  Com- 
mission said  they  had  no  recollection  of 
thetape.  < 

In  the  Miami  conversation,  which 
took  pSsCO  S5  days  sftcf  the  chiifCh 
bombing,  and  13  days  before  the  Kenne- 
dy assassination,  the  states’  rights 
advocate  describes  a now-dead  Tennes- 
see  Kn.KIax  Klan  official  vJuUaUced 


UiAMM' talking  in  the  hoteLcaaiB 
dirlcussed  ways  to  kill  Kennedy. ..’’best 
Way  would  be  off  a building  wift  a high- 
powered  rifie.” 

AND  THAT'S  how  Kennedy  was  kill- 
I ed  in  Dallas,  Tex,,  Nov.  22, 19W. 

The  Birmingham  News  recently 
, interviewed  now-retired  Miami  police- 
man Everett  Key  who  planted  the  bug, 
and  The  News  recently  listened  to  the 
I bwM^MMidible  tape  while  ch*tHi(j{^ 

i "dumber  oK  leads  about  the  cVurcR 
Komhina,  i 

I ~ Both  men  who  took' part  in  the  hotel 
conversation  are  dead. 

But  before  the  states’  rights  advocate 
died,  a Miami  News  reporter.  Bill 
Barry,  now  a free  lance  writer,  inter- 
viewed him  by  phone.  Barry  said  the 
man  at  first  denied  knowing  anything 
about  plans  to  kill  Kennedy,  but  he 
apparently  soon  realized  the  Barry’s 
questions  were  based  on  the  tape  police 

* s 1 -1  _1 m 


(Indicate  page,  name  oi 
newspaper,  city  and  slate.) 


The  Birmingham  New 
-Birmingham,  Ala, 


Date:  3/14/76 

Edition:  Sunday 
AuthorAndrew  Kilpatr 
EdttoT;  John  W.  Bloom 
Titiu:  BAPBOMB  - 


Clccsitlcation: 

Submitting  Oilice:  Birming 


ptf^Be  investigated 


It 


BARiCv  ^4id  the  man  changedT his 
story  from  “not  knowing"  to  “not  want- 
ing to  talk  about  it." 

Then,  the  man’s  wife  picked  up  the 
phone  extension,  Barry  said,  and  told 
her  husband  the  reporter  was  trying  to 
pin  something  on  him.  Barry  said  after 
that,  “the  conversation  deteriorated,” 
and  the  man  wouldn’t  talk  any  more 
about  the  incident. 

The  man,  deswtteJ  by  Barry  as  “a 

I.W..V.V.WJ  SS^MSW.  aai  vi^vi  ^aa, 

later  died  from  an  apparent  space  beat- 
er accident  in  bis  borne.  Miami  police 
spid  the  informer,  H'iltie  Sommerset, 
died  of  natural  causes.  I 

In  1967,  two  Birmingham  policemen 
went  to  Miami  and  listened  to  the  con- 
versation a week  after  its  existence  was 
reported.  They  returned  and  filed  a one- 
page  memo  in  which  they  concluded 
there  was  no  proof  the  Klansman  men- 
tioned in  the  tape  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  church  bombing.  Besides,  ^hev 

didn’t  know  where  the  man  wasTDi^' 
reported.  " 

BUT  LAST  WEEK  Birmingham  po- 
lice asked  for  and  received  a copy  of  the 
conversation  from  Miami  police.  Capt. 
Jack  LeGrand  confirmed  Birmingham 


ajU»tt£osenfeld,  a formeri£kmill£- 

m. fsrcf 

nam  iirc  iiiarsuai  wuv  .a*«T- 

investigator  to  reach  the  scene  after  the 
church  was  bombed  Sept.  tS,  1963,  said 
the  bombing  was  a dynamite  explosion. 
He  said  he— and  as  far  as  he  knows— 
federal  officials  who  sifted  the  debris, 
did  not  come  up  with  any  bomb  parts, 
but  he  said  he  could  tell  It  was  a dyna- 
mite explosion  because  of  the  odor. 

Knowledge  of  the  Miami  tape  came 
to  light  when  Sommerset  told  Barry  of 

ir I !>.— .....nf 

Its  exisience.  nc  iiiiu  .avimuciati  wti.. 
over  the  taped  conversation  and  Barry 
reported  the  stoty  i 
At  that  time  the  FBI  had  practically 
no  comment  about  the  tape. 

The  Miami  tape  leaves  unanswered 
questions. 

Was  information  about  the  tape  real- 
ly turned  over  to  the  Warren  Commis- 
sion as  the  FBI  claims?  What  evalua- 
tion did  the  FBI  make  of  the  incident? 

Was  the  incidqpt  really  a case  of  a 
serious  threat  against  the  life  of  a presi- 
dent? 

' Was  it  just  wild  talk  in  the  night  or 
was  there  something  to  it?  «—  >„,r-  , 


police  now  have  the  tape  and  are  study- 
ing it.  ‘f 

The  tape  was  made  nine  days  before 
Kennedy  came  to  Miami  Nov.  18, 1963, 
to  give  a speech  at  the  Orange  Bowl,  a 
speech  in  which  he  promised  to  return 
the  Cuban  Bay  of  Pigs  brigade  flag  to 
Cuban  soil  following  the  ill-fated  Bay  of 
I PigsTnva.sionaf  AnJil  1961 
I After  listening  to  the  tape,  Miami  po- 
< lice  insisted  Kennedy  take  a helicopter 
to  a spot  near  the  Orange  Bowl  rather 
than  go  by  motorcade  as  planned. 

I In  the  tape,  the  states’  rights  advo- 
. cate  speaks  of  “a  young  ex-Marine  who 
’ really  knows  his  business,”  who  was 
; “in  town”  and  was  well-known  in 
Chattanooga,  Nashville  and  New  Or- 
I leans,  and  who  knew  the  Klan. 


THE  MAN  said  the  try  to  get  Kenne- 
’ dy  in  Miami  "is  just  a trial  run,”  and 
admitted,  “It’ll  be  a hard  proposition  to 
get  him.” 

; The  man  also  talked  of  how  “it's  in 
the  works"  to  get  King,  calling  him, 
,“the  Brown  Bomber,"’  andfthe  men 
talked  about  where  King  lived  in  Atlan- 
ta. 

Further,  the  man  on  the  tape  said  the 
Klansman  told  him  the  Birmingham 
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Tranenit  the  following  in  ^ 


Via. 


AIRTEL 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  codef 

AIRMAIL  - REGISTERED 

(Precedence) 


TO: 

FROM; 


SUBJECT : BAPBOMB 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) (P) 


Re  Bureau  airtel  to  Birmingham,  3/2/76. 

Enclosed  for  information  of  the  Bureau  is  a copy 
letter  from  DAVID  VANN,  Mayor  of  Birmingham,  Alabama,  to  Si 
Birmingham,  dated  3/26/76,  in  which ‘Mayor  VANN  responds  to 
Birmingham  letters  to  him  dated  2/25/76  and  3/5/76  relativ^ 
to  captioned  matter. 


g/-  Bureau  (Eric. 
2 - Birmingham 


Approved"  >, 


Sent 


DAVtD  VANN 
MAYOR 


Qlitg  af  ^irmutgfjam,  ^Alabama 


OFFICE  OF  THE  MAYOR 
March  26,  1976 


Mr.  L.  R.  Kirkpatrick 
Special  Agent  in  Charge 
Federal  Bureau,  of  Xnvesti'^ation 
1400  - 2121  Building 

Birmingham,  Alabama  35203 


Dear  Mr.  Kirkpatrick; 

T appreciate  your  two  letters  to  me  dated  February  25th  and 
March  5th,  1976,  relative  to  the  investigation  of  race  related 
bombings  and  violence  in  Birmingham  during  the  early  1960 's. 

As  outlined  in  your  February  25th  letter,  the  Birmingham 
Police  Department  will  work  with  and  through  the  Alabama  Attorney 
General  regarding  the  16th  Street  Church  bombing.  The  Birmingham 
police  officials  assigned  to  this  investigation  are  already 
working  closely  with  representatives  of  Attorney  General  Baxley's 
Office,  and  any  request  for  additional  inform.ation  will  be 
forwarded  to  the  FBI  through  the  Attorney  General. 

Captain  Jack  E.  ^,LeGrand  is  the  senior  Birmingham  police 
official  directing  the  Trailways  Bus  Depot  incident  investigation. 
A copy  of  your  March  5th  letter  has  been  forwarded  to  him,  and  I 
am  sure  he  will  contact  you  if  discussions  are  needed  as  outlined 
in  your  letter. 

If  any  changes  are  needed  in  these  procedures,  I will  contact 
you.  Pending  that  necessity,  we  will  work  within  the  framework 
you  have  established. 


Thank  you  for  your  cooperation  thus  far  in  this  matter.  I do 
regret  that  there  does  not  appear  to  be  an  effective  way  to  make 
all  information  available  to  our  law  enforcement  officials.  I 
continue  to  believe  that  your  confidential  files  on  informants, 
etc.  would  be  most  helpful  and  that  some  way  to  achieve  a higher 
degree  of  cooperation  should  be  available. 


Sincerely, 


David  Vann 


FHE  Attorney  general  state  of  Al  ma  . Montgomery,  Alabama  36I 


WILLIAM  J.  BAXLEY 

attorney  general  June  1 , 

GEORGE  L.  BECK 

OEPUTY  ATTOf^NCY  GENEAAL 

E.  RAV  ACTON 
EIIECUTIVE  ASSISTANT 

WALTER  S.  TURNER 
chief  assistant  attorney  general 
LUCY  M.  RICHARDS 
CONFIDENTIAL  ASSISTANT 
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CHIEF  INVESTtOATOR 


HonoirstiX £ Gls.ir0nc&  M ICsXXy 
Director 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
Washington,  D.  C. 
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Dep.-A.D.-Ii)v,l 
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Fin.  VerJJ 
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Ident.  

In.‘:pection 
Intoll -^\ 

Lutjnrar.'iij  " 

I.cjral  

Plan.  & ^val.  „ 

Reo.  

Spec.  Inv.  

Tiriiniiiij  

Telfpliono  Itm. 

D'lCtfl'j.-  Sec’y  


Dear  Director  Kelly: 

I As  you  may  know  the  Attorney  General  of  Alabama  and 

1 the  Police  Department  of  the  City  of  Birmingham,  Alabama 
\ have  reopened  the  investigation  into  the  1963  bombing  of 
the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church  in  Birmingham.  We  have  been 
jointly  working  on  the  investigation  for  approximately  six 
months.  In  the  course  of  the  investigation  we  have  received 
some  information  from  the  FBI  Office  in  Birmingham- -primarily 
302  form  reports  of  interviews  with  suspects  and  other  Ku 
Klux  Klan.  members  in  the  Birmingham  area  at  the  time. 

We  are  now  at  a point  in  the  investigation  where  we 
would  like  to  interview  a number  of  the  FBI  agents  who  worke d 
, on_the  case  in  1963  and  V64-J.n  Bir^ngham  l”have  'encTosed  a 
ITsT:  Of 'the  names  of  these  agents. 


We  feel  that  it  is  necessary  for  our  investigators  to 
talk  to  these  agents  to  develop  background  information  on  th^.^*'"' 
case  which  is  not  included  in  the  reports  that  are  contained 
in  the  case  file.  These  agents  undoubtedly  spoke  to  a great 
many  people  and  had  leads  of  which  we  ar^ unaware. 


Honorable  Clarence  M.  Kelly 
Page  Two 
June  1,  1976 


We  would  greatly  appreciate  it,  therefore,  if  you  would 

iiTt rtiiT*  1 r»v^.ct"T  P'fl1"nTft  aTid 

discuss  the  case.  If  you  could  provide  us  with  a list  of  ,the 
current  addresses  of  the  agents  we  will  arrange  to  meet  them 
at  places  convenient  to  them. 


We  greatly  appreciate  your  cooperation  in  this  matter. 

Sincereljr, 

WILLIAM  jVbAJ^Y 


Attorney  General  of  Alabama 

- 


DAVIP>^* 

Mayor,  Bimingham,  Alabama 


WJB/gr 
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Jane  23,  1976 


^0^ 

/iV  " 

Honorable  WLUiam  J.  Baxley 
Attorney  General 
State  of  Alabama 
Mon^omery,  Alabama  36130 

Dear  Mr.  Attorney  General: 


Ibis  letter  will  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter, 
also  signed  by  Ma3rmr  David  Vann,  on  June  17,  1076.  Please 
be  advised  that  I am  currently  reviewing  your  request  and  will 
give  you  a response  to  it  in  the  near  future. 

Sincerely  yours, 

C.  M.  Kelley 


Clarence  If.  Kelley 
Director 


1 • Honorable  David  Vann 
. , Mayor 

^ Birmingham,  Alabama 

1 - SAC,  Birmingham  (Enc.) 
g^Copy  of  incoming) 
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Based  on  incomii^  letter  aaiea  June  1,  1976,  received  June  17th 
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Honorable  William  J.  Baxliqr 
Attorney  General 
State  of  Alabama 


MOnbSomery,  Alabama  S6130 
Dear  Bifr.  Attorney  General: 

This  letter  la  a farther  response  to  your  letter  of 

^ne  If  1976. 


in  the  spirit  of  eoc^ratfon,  I will  authorise  Um 
Special  Agents  on  your  list  who  are  currently  on  duty  in  Oie  FBI 
r your  iisiuirles.  Farther,  as  ail  of  die  Agents  are  now 
led  to  field  divisions  other  thu  Birmingham,  It  would  be 
it  for  them  to  determine  the  necessary  parameter  of  diseas* 
to  avoid  affecting  investigations  which  may  be  pending  in  our 
Ingham  Office.  Therefore,  I suggest  you  furnish  me  widi 


Sincerely  yours, 


Clarence  M.  Kelley 
Direcfan' 


1 - Honorable  David  Vann 
Mayor 

Birmingham,  Alabama 


“”  *^*^-SAC,  Birmingham 


r«l*phena  Rm. 
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Honorable  William  J.  Baxley 
NOTE: 


Based  on  incoming  letter  dated  June  1,  1976,  and! 
the  Director's  interim  reply  dated  June  2S^  1976. 

This  matter  ccncems  an  investigation  being  conducted 
by  the  Attorney  General  of  Alabama  and  the  Police  Department  of  Birmingham 
ii^o  the  1963  limbing  of  a church  in  Birmingham.  Pursuant  to  a prior 
request,  the  Birmingham  Office  has  furnished  copies  of  Investigative  reports. 


The  current  reqpiest  is  to  interview  23  Special  Agents  who  may 
have  personal  knowledge  concerning  the  FBI  investigation  of  the  church 
bombing  which  may  assist  the  Attorney  General  in  his  current  inquiry. 

0«  a Va  14«<4  44*^ 

V/x  Uic  xiU  IJM1AX9W6  AU  U4C  A16AUX  su  o viixjr  Ui^ 

following  are  currently  on  duty: 
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Assoc.  Dir 
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Dep.  AD  Inv, 
Asst.  Dir.; 

Adm-  SerV. 
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Inspection... 
Intell — 


sAa«/<^  Vc£6/vt  h,s  "Setf^Je 

Laboratory., 

Legal  Coun...b^ 

Plan.  & Eval.-.-t 
Rec.  iv'igm' 

Spec.  Inv.. 

Training — 
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Airtel 


7/1/76 

TO:  SAC,  Biraingham  <157-352) 

F»OH:  Director,  FBI  (157-1025) 

) 


ReButels  to  Blminghaa  dated  12/5/75  and  2/23/76. 

Advise  status  of  dlssenlnatlon  being  aade  to  Attorney 
General  William  Baxley  in  captioned  matter. 
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Transmit  the  following  in  . 

AIRTEl 


Via . 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 

AIRMAIL  ^ 


(Precedence) 


TO: 

PROM: 

SUBJECT  /"'d^APBOMB 


DIRECTOR,  i©I  (157-1025) 


SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) 

ior  review  by. 

‘SSi'Sbr 


Re  Bureau  airtel  to  Birmingham,  7/1/76. 

Birmingham  has  been  furnishing  information  from 
its  files  to  GEORGE  W.  ROYER,  JR.,  Assistant  Attorney 
General,  Office  of  the  Attorney  General,  state  of  Alabama, 
WILLIAM  BAXLEY,  from  captioned  case  since  12/ 

Birmingham  has  not  furnished  any  infomation  which 
tend  to  reveal  informants  or  confidential  sources. 
on  his  request  for  specific  information,  the  items  which 
have  been  furnished  to  ROYER  are  as  follows: 

On  12/12/75,  copies  of  the  following  FD-BOSs 
were  furnished  to  ROYER: 


/ 


^ El  JUL  12  1976  i 


Approved: 


Sent  . 


M Per. 


ent  in  Charge 


GPO  ; 1075  O - MO-B92 


BH  157-352 


The  following  items  were  furnished  to  ROYER 
on  12/12/76:  (copies  of  PD-302s) 


Insert  reflecting  summary  of  polygraph 
interviews \dth  several  of  the  above-named 
individuals . 

Copy  of  FBI  Laboratory  Report  dated  9/20/63* 

On  12/19/75,  ROYER  was  furnished  with  copies 
of  the  following  FD-302s: 


9/19/03 


4-  >0  I .41  . 
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TO  DIRECTOR  (157-1025)  PRIORITY 
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mmi  BUSEAii  of  iKVEsncATfoN 
COMM  WTIONS  SECTION 

1 /■■ 


Dep.-A,D,.Inv.. 
Asst  Dir.: 

A (ini.  S(?rv.  __ 
Ext.  Aff.aira 


REBUTEL  august  23,  l9?6. 

Sac,  BIRMINGHAM  HAS  NO  OBJECTION  TO  BUREAU  PROPOSAL 
FOR  RESPONDING  TO  BAXLEY’S  REQUES^jT|)ggNTERV|^lW  /<i)  P ^ /7‘C( 

contained  in  RETEL.  however,  BAXLEY’S  PATENTLY  FALSE  

statement  that  I HAVE  QUOTE  STOPPED  RETURNING  HIS  7 SEP 
assistants*  TELEPHONE  CALLS  UNQUOTE  SHOULD  ALERT  FBlHQr' 

AS  IT  HAS  THIS  OFFICE,  TO  INSURE  THAT  CONDITIONS  FOR  DEALING 

WITH  Baxley  in  any  area  of  his  investigation  are  to  be 
clearly  pre-set  in  writing  and  in  accordance  with  ESTABLISHED 
PROCEDURES  AND  GUIDELINES  AVAILABLE  TO  ADEQUATELY  PROTECT 
THE  confidentiality  OF  OUR  FILES  WHERE  APPROPRIATE,  IN  THIS 
regard,  THE  bureau  M/Y  p,ESIRE  GIVE  SERIOUS  CONSIDERATION 

ttM  ^ —*•*%— nr>M— .•••,  in»  «ifr>  Af-c*Tnr<  r\V  , m ,i  nmiMOirt 

lU  nAVlFKi  A wtrnt.ac.n  tflxx  vt  ur  xnt  wrrxoc.  ur  i.c.x3ru  f 


Co 


.j 


Two  bh  157-352  e f t 0 

FBIHQ  PRESENT  DURING  PROPOSED  INTERVIEWS  TO  PROVIDE  A 

broader  Base  of  experience  in  these  matters  than  might  be 
available  from  the  BIRMINGHAM  PRICIPAL  LEGAL  OFFICER, 

IF  m,  BAXLEY'S  COMPLETED  INVESTIGATION  ULTIMATELY  RESULTS 
IN  SOMETHING  LESS  THAN  PROSECUTION,  THERE  IS  A POSSIBILITY 

that  he  May  publicly  claim  that  his  efforts  were 

UNSUCCESSFUL  BECAUSE  OF  THE  LACK  OF  FBI  COOPERATION. 

THIS,  OF  COURSE,  SHOULD  IN  NO  WaY  INFER  THAT  WE  NOT 
cooperate  with  BAXLEY  TO  THE  FULLEST  EXTENT  POSSIBLE; 

however,  his  statement  that  this  office  has  not  RETURNED 

TELEPHONE  C^LS  TO  ANY  REPRESENTATIVE  OF  HIS  OFFICE  HAS 

* r T ^ ’ 

NO  BaSI'^  IN  FACT  WHATSOEVER  AND,  AS  A MATTER  OF  FACT,  THIS 
OFFICChAS  AJTEMPtED  to  FURNISH  MR.  BAXLEY  ALL  INFORMATION 
HE  HAS^EQUpTED  WITH  EXCEPTION  OF  INFORMATION  WHICH 
WOULD  IDENTIFY  CONFIDENTIAL  SOURCES, 

BT 


a copies 
Tot  ree>e«  PV 

natfi  ' <*~  ' n 


Held 


Dale 


\^n- 

\/ 

Honorable  Vlllifttt  ^>Al3Stiiey 
Attorney  Gencrat 
gtfttc  of  Alabaia 
itontgwseryT^abauMi  261S0 


l>eAr  fir.  Attorney  General: 

This  will  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter 
4atcd  July  2B,  1976,  adviolsfi:  that  you  consider  sabalssion 
f written  inquiries  to  Special  Aeente  of  this  Boreatt 
hoa  you  wish  to  interview  to  be  unsatisfactory* 

X have  every  desire  to  be  as  cooperative  as 
~3aSibls  In  this  Setter,  consistent  with  ay  responsibilities 
for  aaiatalnins:  the  security  of  inforaation  in  FBI  files 
«jlch  must  reaaio  confidential.  Therefore,  I will  authorize 
Interviews  of  those  Agents  presently  on  duty  with  the 
Bureau  by  acabers  of  your  staff,  provided  such  interviews 
Lre  conducted  at  Blrainglum,  In  the  presonce  of  other  rBI 
rcprciscntntivoc  fanllinr  with  this  oattcr.  Their  presence 
Will  be  necessary  to  insure  that  aattcra  which  «ost  reaaiu 
c^fiOvntial  art  not  discuased. 

For  your  InforBation,  only  12  of  the  23  Agents 
previously  aased  by  you  are  presently  on  doty.  Also,  oas 
of  the  Ageotp  you  wish  to  Interview,  Jaacs  Sowse  Bike, 
is  deceased. 

It  you  desire  to  conduct  the  Interviews  of  the 
12  Agents  now  on  active  <h:ty  in  accordance  with  the  above« 
sectioned  procedure,  X would  ask  that  you  c<Kitact  the 
Bpcclal  Agent  in  charge  of  our  Bixolnghaa  Of  f icev  pro^'^«d 


with  the  necessary  arrangeaents . 


V220C'^- 


tc  0’^-^ 


Tour  letter  stated  that  the  Agon«nhrS0 
fx^rovlding  your  staff  with  requested  inforiaatloa  froiAt 

SMA  VtU  WA  4>  

1 . n ‘J>:  I ■ \ ' • ■ 


- SAC,  Birmingham 


SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  SEE  NOTE,  PAGE  2 
SEE  NOTE,  PAGE  4 

\:9I 


UNTTl  1 


”t3w°br;if. 


VB):  , o'? 


Honorable  ti’illlam  J.  Baxley 


calls  from  KCiaberfi  of  your  staff.  Far  yoar  inforaatioa, 

1 bare  been  advised  by  the  Special  Agent  in  charge  at 
Blminghaa  that  there  have  been  no  calls  fron  your  staff 
vhich  have  not  been  rcsp<mded  to»  and  that  all  infomation 
which  yoor  staff  has  requested  has  been  furnished  except 
far  that  iofomation  which  would  identify  confidential 
sources. 


I feel  sure  that  as  yon  becooe  aware  of  aanpower 
and  financial  conaitaents  Involved  in  bringing  the  above- 
Bontioned  Agents  to  Blraiinghaia  f«r  interviews » you  will 
have  a greater  appreciation  of  the  extent  of  my  desire 
to  furnish  waxiauB  possible  assiatance  to  you  in  tbia 
matter. 

Sincerely  yours, 

C.  M.  Kelley 

Clarence  M.  Kelley 
Director 


1 - Honorable  David  Vann 
Mayor 

Birmingham,  Alabama 


NOTE  TO  SAC,  BIRMINGHAM 

Re  Bureau  teletype  8/23/76  and  your  teletype 
8/24/76^  copy  of  inepming  previously  furnished  to  you. 
For  your  Information,  above-mentioned  Agents  presently 
on  active  duty  are: 


Honorable  lilllam  e.  Baxley 


KOT£  TO  SAC,  BIBHISGBAI  COSTIBUEOt 


* 


If  and  iftiea  arra&ir^P^i^ta  are  aade  with  Mr*  BaxXejr  for  Interview* 
of  above  Agents,  advise  miBQ  no  that  appropriate  Inatructioos 
way  be  forwarded  to  those  Agents. 

Referenced  teletype  suggests  representative  of 
Legal  Counsel  Divisloa  be  present  at  interviews.  Such 
presence  not  considered  aeceseery  as  no  legal  questions 
ere  involved. 


- S - 


fioaorablo  tTllIlaia  J.  Baxley 


KOTE; 

Captioned  ca«e  concerns  iMSiblng  of  16tB  Street 
Baptist  Cbnrcb  in  Birain^uun,  Alabaaa,  9/15/63,  resttltlns 
in  fonr  deatlus  and  personal  Injury  to  16  other  persons* 

At  bis  request,  after  appropriate  contact  with  Civil 
Eights  Division,  we  furnished  certain  results  of  our  in* 
vestigation  to  Baxley.  By  alrtel  7/9/76,  Dirnlagbaa 
listed  ntmorooa  docusents  furnished  to  Baxley  and  advised 
that  no  additional  Infomatlon  had  been  rc<piested  by  hln 
since  3/5/76,  the  date  on  which  the  last  docusents  requested 
were  furnished* 

Apparently  based  on  results  of  his  review  of 
docunents  previously  furnished,  Baxley  has  requested  to 
interview  23  Special  Agents  participated  In  above 
investigation  la  Blmlnghan  in  1963*64.  Our  Initial 
r^Bpoaae  advised  we  would  authorise  subaission  of  written 
questions  to  the  Agents  as  a neans  of  cooperation  but 
aaintaining  Integrity  of  our  files  and  landing  natters 
within  Biralnghan  Division.  Incoming  advised  that  approach 
unsatisfactory.  It  also  alleges  Bureau  has  not  been 
responding  satisfactozily to  Baxley's  past  requests  (for  facts 
see  memorandua  3/30/76,  copy  attached  for  ready  reference) 
and  that  Bimin^aii  has  not  answered  telexAone  calls  from 
Baxley's  staff. 

Aspect  regardli^  suggestion  of  Biminghaa  for 
presence  of  Legal  Counsel  Dlvisitm  representative  nt 
interviews  coordinated  with  that  DlvislM. 


APPROVED:  , 

Assoc.  Dir. . tif-A-  ■■■ 
Dep.  AD  .. 

Adm.  Serv 
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Gpcc.  Inv. 
Traii'.ing... 


The  Attornl.  , “eneral 


WILLIAM  J.  BAXLEY 
ATTORNEY  GENERAL 


JACK  D.  SHOWS 
CHIEF  INVESTIGATOR 


State  of  . ama  ■ Montgomery.  Alabama 


July  26,  1976 


Dcp..A.:5,-Adm 
Der-A.rj-Inv^ 
Asst.  I*i/ : 

A'lri.  '?V’'’v, 

Ext,  Afiairs 
Fin.  C:  X'.  'vs^. 
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Honorable  Clarence  M.  Kelley 
Director 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
Washington,  D.  C.  20535  / 

_ ' / 

Dear  Director  Kelley:  j- 


w rn 


I have  your  letter  of  July  20,  1976.  As  you  recall  in 
our  earlier  letter  to  you  we  requested  permission  to  inter- 
view the  FBI  agents  who  participated  in  the  investigation 
of  the  bombing  of  the  Sixteenth  Street  Baptist  Church  in 
Birmingham  in  1963.  In  response  to  our  request  to  interview 
these  agents,  you  have  requested  us  to  submit  written 
inquiries  to  be  forwarded  to  these  agents. 


r- 

cn  - 


I must  say  that  I am  somewhat  surprised  by  your  response 
to  our  letter.  As  a veteran  law  enforcement  officer,  you  must 
know  from  your  .own  experience  that  the  procedure  you  have 
suggested  for  interviewing  the  agents  in  question  is  wholly 
impractical  and  unworkable  investigative  procedure.  The  sub-  i 
mission  of  written  inquiries  is  no  substitute  whatsoever  for 
face  to  face  interviews. 

I hope  that  this  suggestion  by  your  office  is  not  simply 
another  example  of  Bureau  "footdragging"  in  this  case.  We  haye 
met  repeated  resistence  from  the  Bureau  ever^  since  we  began  ^ 
requesting  information  concerning  the  church  bombing  in  1971. 

On  a number  of  separate  occasions  I made  personal  requests  for  , 
information  from  various  Bureau  high  ranking  personnel.  ^Each 
time  I simply  received  no  answer  or  was  put  off.  Finally,  after 
making  a trip  to  Washington  myself,  we  were  told  that  we  could 
have  access  to  FBI  file^  on  the  case.  , . 

cTAQo  t r , - / / ■ 
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Honorable  Clarence  M.  Kelley 

C Cl,'^  C ± Vf\J 

July  26,  1976 


However,  this  granting  by  the  FBI  of  access  to  the  files 
j has  been  more  illusary  than  real.  My  personnel  who  have 
1 traveled  to  Birmingham,  to  obtain  information  from  the  files 
have  been  told,  in  effect,  that  only  what  they  specifically 
ask  for  will  be  given  to  them.  This,  of  course,  presents 
somev;hat  of  a problem  when  we  have  virtually  no  idea  of  what 
information  is  contained  in  the  Bureau's  files  on  the  case  in 
the  first  place.  Finally,  as  of  late,  the  agent  in  charge  of 
providing  our  personnel  with  information  from  the  Bureau's 
files  in  Birmingham  has  stopped  returning  my  assistants' 
telephone  calls. 

I simply  cannot  understand  the  attitude  of  the  Bureau  in 
acting  the  way  it  has  in  this  case.  The  statute  of  limitations 
has  long  run  on  any  possible  federal  violation  that  could  be 
prosecuted  in  the  case.  As  a prosecutor,  I would  be  more  than 
willing  and  happy  to  provide  any  information  I might  have  on  a 
case  on  which  the  state  statute  of  limitations  has  run  if  there 
was  any  hope  of  ever  bringing  a prosecution  in  another  juris- 
diction. 


As  I have  said,  I trust  that  your  suggestion  that  we  submit 
written  inquiries  to  the  agents  in  question  is  not  indicative 
of  further  recalcitrance  on  the  part  of  the  Bureau  to  provide 
this  office  with  information  in  this  case.  I am  writing  this 
letter  in  the  hope  that  you  will  agree  with  me  that  this  method 
of  investigative  procedure  is  totally  impractical.  I hope  that 
you  will  give  us  permission  to  interview  the  agents  who  worked 
on  the  case  before  I am  forced  to  pursue  an  alternative  method 
of  getting  the  information  I feel  we  need. 

We  would  greatly  appreciate  your  cooperation  in  this  matter. 
I look  forward  to  hearing  from  you  concerning  our  request. 


BILL  BAXLEY 
A ttoiTncy  G0ri0ir^l 


BB/gr 

cc:  David  Vann 

Mayor,  City  of  Birmingham 


TfXETTPK 
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C.  field 
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TO  BlKMXKfifiUI  (167-952)  FfiXOItXTf 


1 - fir 


Pif- 

Dep>  AD  Adtn.  ._ 
D#p<  AD  tnv, 

Aftit.  Dlf.i 

Ad«,  S*rv..^^ 
Ftfi.  Ay'PerV^PI 

|d*nl*^tei V 

Incpactlen  ■ ■ — 

Intall. 

Uoborotory  ■ 

Legal  ^ **"" 

PUn.  A Ev«l 

R«c*  ^ 

Spec.  Inv. 

Training 

Tnlephona 


s r T 0^.  lOS 

PCSSOKAL  AtTEHTXOfl 
BAPBOHB 

BfiXrUT  TO  WILLIAM  MXLS7«  ATTOEMrr  DfiXERAL  OT  STATE  & 
kiMAMk  dated  jobs  29»  ms«  ACOfDWLXDCIBG  SfiCEIPT  OF  MIS 
LETTEfi  DATED  9m  X,  lt7«*  COPIES  OF  BOTB  OP  WMICB  WKBE  J*E* 
TIOOSLT  tmillSBED  TO  T00»  AMD  MT  imXM  TO  BAXUT  DATED 
9m  20,  1W76,  COPIES  ALSO  PBMnsatB  TO  TOD* 

BAELET'S  LETTEfi  OP  9UME  1,  1076,  SEqWESTED  AOIBCaaTT  TO 

■:3. 

nrpBTICT  S3  MAMED  ACXMTS  190  lOKMEO  OS  CAmOKSD  CASE  XM 
s^amaJOL  XX  loss  wo  ios4.  ir  xxsposse  op  jslx  to,  1076, 

AD71BSD  BAXLZT  I WODUD  AOTBOEIEX  A0EXTS  CDSfiEKlUT  OM  DDTf  TO 

AXSWSX  ns  XMQDXXIES  IT  WAT  OP  RSCPOIDXMG  TO  ISITTEV  QCISTIGIS, 

V 

SO  AS  TO  AfOID  POSSIBLE  DISOJOSOBS  OP  XMFGEMATXCfil  APPECTSSO 

PEIDIMO  MATTEBS* 

, nr  LETTER  DATED  9DLT  TO,  1079,  COPT  BEIXG 

TOO  SSPARATELT,  SAXLXT  AD7I8SD  TVAT  ABOTS 

\ J ^ 


SECTiQii 


. TtLErYFa 

' ■ ■■  i--'-.-.:,  OVilA""-  


c.o^v^ 


THREE 


b. 


PAGE  TWO  157-1025 

JOSH  BE  AGinr  KEqorsTED  xnrBO&m  to  xbtzpticv  igebts.  he 

ALSO  mArm  m QSLY  ggag  GXWQ!  XJmtKATlOK  fiPECXFlCAU^ 
BE(^STED  XB  ISB  PAST  AHD  THAT  ^UUXXT*  AS  OF  LA1C«  TSS 
ACQ7T  IS  CHASGS  OF  PKOVlLZBS  ODE  PEBSOHMEL  VITE  IBK^lKATlOlt 
fEOK  TBE  SQREAO'S  PXI£S  X>  BXBHlKaSAH  BAS  STOK»£D  SFUTBHlin 
nr  ASSISTABTS*  TZUePBOBS  CALLS.'. 

XB  THE  XITXHEST  OF  FHEHXSHIBG  BAZIHOB  POSSIBLE  OOOPEEA- 
TIOB  TO  BAmr,  FBXBQ  PSOPOSES  BSSPOBDXBC  TO  BAXLET  BT 
BrkfTwn  TMOTJuyrvyB  av  i^^SStS  WQS  €5  SST7  WILL  1£  ABTBOBIEED 
IF  SAKE  OOSDDCTED  IV  BIRBIMGHAE  XB  FKISEVCE  OF  ACEBT 
FPOK  tOOR  OFFICE  KNOWLEDGEABLE  BEGAEDZHG  CAFTKffiED  CASE  TO 
IKSOEE  BATTCaS  WHICH  BUST  BEKAIB  OOBFIOEHTIAL  ASK  BOT 
BISCOSSED.  IF  ABOVE  PBOCEDORS  IS  AGREEABLE  TO  BAZLET^  BE 
BILL  BE  BEQUESTED  TO  COKTACT  TOB  TO  BAKE  BECESSJUaT  lEBABGL- 
BEHTS.  AS  ABRABGiaaBTS  A££  BADE,  XBCLDPIBG  BATES  FOB  SPECIFIC 
rwnravT£v«^  ACESTTS  BCH  CSS  BCTT,  AH*  OF  y}K^  ARE  ASS  yCFTT*  TO 
OTHER  BITISIGBS,  TII^  BE  MSTROCTED  BI  F8IBQ  TO  PROCEED  TO 
BTEEIBCHAII  BOS  XBTXBTIEV. 

BE  TILL  ALSO  BE  ADVISED  THAT  OF  THE  AGEBTS  BAKED  Bf  BIB,  OKE 
XS  DECEASED,  ABB  TQf  OTHERS  APV-  BO  XI  wrottAy  SERVICE. 


I 
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157*1025 

SDTEL  TOtm  033S£ETATXC^S  AXD  n£C(»a££i;DATIOHS  RliCAIlDlSG 
ABOVE  HIOCEBOfiE*  ALSO  TOnKISH  TACTS  SECABDIHO  fiAXLEI*S 
STATEKEHT  TSAT  TOOTv  CSTICE  EAS  TAILED  TO  EETQBT  PSOBE 
CALLS  IEOH  BIS  StAIT  SO  TBAT  APFSQPEIATE  BESDOBSE  BAT  8S 
BADE  TO  TBAT  ASPECT  OF  BIS  LETTSS* 

attqcd  this  batter  PBETERBED  ATTEHTXOK. 


BT 

aotm; 


Cap^loaed  case  cosicems  booblnc  of  16th  Street 
Baptist  Chur^,  Blnlnshtt*  Alabninaf  OAS/CSt  resoltiSB 
In  four  tenths  personel  iejury  to  16  other  persoos. 


At  his  req[ttest,  After  Appropriate  «mtact  with  the 
Civil  Rights  Division,  *e  have  been  furnishing  cf^rtain 
results  of  oar  investigation  to  Baxley,  By  alrtel  7/9/76, 
Blmlnghais  listes!  suseross  docsssents  furnished  to  Baxley 
and  Advised  that  no  Additional  inforaation  had  been  requested 
by  his  since  S/5A6,  the  date  on  vhich  the  last  docusents 
requested  were  lornlShed. 

Preposed  approach  appears  to  be  the  only  available 
additionsl  cooperative  st^  vhich  can  be  taken,  short  of 
sobiectins:  Age&tv  to  Isterriev  vithout  benefit  of  Inforsed 
guidance  as  t^  vhat  they  csn  proporly  discuss  vith  Baxley's 
staff  AS  to  avoid  possible  cfietproaiise  of  lnfomatio&  la 
flies  ^ich  wist  r<maln  confidentisl. 


liicoAiBg  letter  isplles  that  failure  to  sake  Agents 
available  as  requested,  say  result  in  issuance  of  subpoenas 
by  Baxley. 
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ReBHtel  to  Director,  8/24/76. 

Enclosed  for  the  information,,.oT  the  Bureau  is 
one  copy  of  an  article  entitj.ed  "Tl)ja!^inninghain  Bombers , 
1963-1976"  written  by  BI^^I'I'CORNWELL,  a reporter  for  the 
Birmingham  Post-Herald,  which  appeared  in  the  9/4/76 
edition  of  "The  Nation".  ^ 

This  article  was  furnished  to  SAC,  Birmingham, 
by  Captain  Jack  LeGrand  of  the  Birmingham  Police  Department.  < 
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cobscn's.  |^vii?-iy  pica  in  the  Connally  ca  ich  he  was 

the  hty  This  deal  with  the  prostcuTbrs  was  the 

basis  of  ConiTallj'*  s defense  and  of  his  acquittal  last  year 
in  his  trial  for  bribery.  The  jury,  apparently  dazzled  by 
Ibc  parade  of  prominent  character  witnesses  in  Connally's, 
behalf,  and  uuahle  to  talc  the  word  of  Jacobsen,  the 
beneficiary  of  that  agreement  to  drop  the  Texas  bank  in- 
dicljncnt,  let  CoiioaUy  go  .froc,‘,  _ 

Now  Jacobsen  has  been  convicted  of  bribing  John 
B.  Connally,  who  was  found  not  guilty  of  accepting  that 
bribe.  Laymen  often  have  a hard  time  with  legalJogiCt 
and  this  Is  a prime  example  of  it.  The  Jacobsen-Connally 
U ease  is  a particularly  puzzling  one  because  the  judge. who 
■ sentenced  Jacobsen  on  August  20  went  out  of  his  way 
to  castigate  Jacobsen  (DO\ya^a^nipt  with  a sick  wife — ‘ 
hence  a sentence  o^IiT^^e-^ears’  probation).  The 
judge  said  JacobseQ\‘rich^  deserve^"  to  serve  time  in 
■jail  for  the  admitted  enmef 

the  other  hand,  is  innocent  ik*""*-  . 

u 


was  always  hard  pcrstand  why  the  high-rolltng 

Connally  would  hav^  *sVcd  so  much  for  what  he  must 
have  regarded  as  chicken  feed.) 

Here  ends  this  tale  of  “white-collar  crime,"  except 
for  a brief  reflection  on  equality  under  the  law.  One  must 
wonder,  in  view  of  the  light  sentence  to  Jacobsen  for 
. ■ bribing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  {who  was  not 
bribed), 'how  many  John  Smiths  and  Does  who  are  found 
guilty  of  similar  crimes  gel  the  same  merciful  treatment 
from  thc^bench.  So  many  of  the  Watergate  cases  ended 
with  judges  handing  down  light  sentences  accompanied 
hy  pieties  on  how  the  disgrace  -was  almost  p'unishnienl 

A Affir  * ' "Dt/'Vsor*#! 

dienst?)  • . , - : A * . - •,.*z  V.- i'  -.  / • . 

The  high  and  the  mighty  seem  too  often  to  be  let  oo'^ 
easily;  while  ordinary  people  take  the  hard  falls  in  our 
courlSj'^and  that  is  no  way  tp.  advertise  that  justice  still 
has  eyes  that  are  blind  to  pefsdn,-place,'and  privilege. 
Naturally,  John  B.  Connally  would  ajgree'  with  thatA  ■ - ‘ 


: r . * ✓ 'i 


Thirteen  years  ago. next  month,  on  September  15,  1963, 
an  explosion  triggered  by  fifteen  sticlts  of  dynamite  ripped 
through  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church  in  Binningham, 
Ala.  The  blast  opened  gaping  boles  in  the  brown  sand° 
■ stone  building  that  had  become  a raying  point  for  blacks 
dii'ing  the  drive  to  desegregate  the  city’s  schools.  About 
2C0  people  bad  crowded  into  the  church  that  Sunday, 
end  within  mimiles  of  the  explosion  angtyp  bleeding  and 
confused  blacbji  poured  out  of  the  sanctuary.  Twenty  per- 
sons were  injured.  In  the  church’s  basement,  the  bodies 
of  four  black  girls  (three  were  14  years  old  and  one  was 
11)  were  found  buried  under  debris.  The  ^Is  bad  just 
heard  a Sunday  School  lesson  on  “The  Love  That  For- 
gives” and  were  changing  into  their  choir  robes  when  the 
bomb  went  off.  So  ferocious  was  the  explosion  that  one 
of  the  victims  was  decapitated.  Another  bad  an  apple- 
size  hole  gouged  into  the  back  of  her.  bead.  It  was  prob- 
ably the  most  vicious  crime  of  the  civil  rights  era  in  the 
South.  ' ■ , •.  ^ 

And  it  remains  unsolved,  ■'  . ^ ‘ ’ 

Parado.xically,  the  public  has  been  told  again  and  again 
that  L solution  to  the  case  is  at  hand.  “State  investigators,” 

\-fr-ti 

VJVJV,  ocorge  JLI^l  ivyv.*  WtCJO 

'c-ombing,  “expect  to  break  the  Birmingham  church  case 
within  the  next  few  hours.”  In  1964,  a high  FBI  oScial 
promised  that  “we’ll  solve  this  case  if  it  takes  ten  years,” 
Two  years  later.  Reader's  Digest,  in  an  extremely  flatter- 
ing article  on  the  FBI,  reported:  “They  {FBI  agents] 


Cornwell  is  n reporter  for  the  Birmmgham  Post-Hcrald. 
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lesponsible 

of  a Birmingham  Negro  church  in  which  four  small  girls 
were  killed.  Director  Hoover  ordered  them  to  keep  build- 
. ing  the  case  until  it  is  so  strong  that  no  jury  in  the  land 
could  refuse  to  convicL  So,  ever  since,  wherever  the 
killers  have  gone,  agents  have  haunted  them,  watching 
for  chances  to  add  more  evidence  against  them.”  Thus, 
Alabama’s  present  Atty.  Gen.  BilkBaxley  sounded  vaguely 
like  a broken  record  last  February  when  he  stated  that 
he  knows  the  names  of  the  “fiends”  responsible  for  the 
bombing  and  added,  “some  people  In  Jeffersoii  'County 
[in  which  Birmingham  is  located]  ought  to  be  pretty 
nervous  right  now."  ' . . . ■ 

But  wading  through  the  hyperbole  and  empty  prom- 
ises, one  gains  a very  different  impression.  The  facts  arc: 
no  one  has  ever  been  arrested  or  tried  for  the  bombing, 
not  a shred  of  evidence  has  ever  been  presented  to  a 
grand  jury  about  the  bombing  and,  despite  a recent  flurry 
of  publicity  about  a new  investigation,  the  solution  to  the 
case  is  apparently  no  nearer  today  Aan  it  was  thirteen 
years  ago.  Attempts  to  solve  it  have  been  hamstrung  by 
incompetence,  indifference  and  petty  feuds  among. politi- 
' ciaos  (notably  George  Wallace)  and  law-enforcement 
ofBcIaJs,  The  bickering  continues  to  this  day.  It  is,  as  one 

rvfRr^r  ^ncr  CrtTfu 

w«4A.«wv«  T.  «w«ivnv-w. 

damn  story.”  . • . , . 

The  bumbling  and  stumbling  began  almost  as  soda  as 
the  smoke  around  t'ne  church  had  cleared.  The  FBI  rushed 
twenty-five  bomb  experts  and  agents  to  the  scene,  and  a 
Justice  Department  spokesman  vowed  the  investigation 
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Would  br  '‘’hecnost  inlcnsc  sinci.  ; hunl  for  John  DD- 
lioficr.”  As  the  a^cnls  picked  through  the  rubble  in  Bir- 
mingham, George  Wallace  fumed  and  fidgeted  in  Mont- 
gomery. For  months,  the  Governor  had  been  whipping 
the  rednecks  into  a frenzy  with  increasingly  rabid  state- 
ments about  school  integration,  and  now  he  tvas  reaping 
what  be  had  sown.  Roy  JWilkins,  executive  secretary  of 
the  KAACP,'  called  the  atrocity  a “deliberate  mass  mur- 
der” encouraged  by  the  Governor.  “Wallace  is  as  guilty, 
as  if  he  himself  planted  the  bomb,”  said.John  P.  Roche 
of  the  Americans  for  Democratic  Action.  “The  blood  of 
four. little  children  is  on  your  bands,”  Dr.  Martin. Luther 
King  Jr.  bluntly  informed  Wallace  in  a telegram, 

. . Even  a dedicated  rabblctrouser  like  Wallace  was  quick 
to  realize  that , this  sort  of  publicity  was  not  likely  to 
enhance  his  image  as  he  prepared  his  first  campaign, for 
the  Presidency.  Something  had  to  be  done- — and  fast.  If 
(here  was  blood  on  his  .hands,  bj  God,  he  .wanted  it. 
washed  of?  before  the  New  Hampshire  pr im a > r •ir 
Wallace  quickly  decfded  that  hts  state  police  were  hot 
to  cooperate  with  other, law-enforcement  groups  working 
on  the  case.  He  didn’t  want  the  FBI  to  solve  it,  thereby 
allowing  J.  Edgar  Hooyer.'and  the  Kennedys  io  get -all 
the  credit  for  cleaning  up  a mess  in  Wallace’s  own  back 
yard.  “The  killing  of  those -children  was  a horrible  act 
that  shocked  the  nation,”  recalls  Burke  Marshall,  who  at 
that  time  headed  the  Gi%ul  Rights  Division  of  the  Justice 
Department..  “I  don’t  know  if  the  Governor  reacted  ^that 
way;  he  may  "have  looked  at  it  as  a political  problem.' 
There  was  absolutely  no  communication' between  Gov- 
ernor.Wallace  and  the  federal  government.”- .. 
i ;’  Vi'allace  entrusted  the  state’s  investigation  to  the  head 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Safety,  the  late  Col.  Albert 
J.  Lingo^  a "rough-and- tumble  south.' Alabaman  who 
became  something  of  a stale  hero  a couple  of  years  later 
fbr  ordering  the  ciubbing  and  tear-gassing  of  civil  rights 
marchers  in  Selma.  It  mattered  not  lo  NYallacc  that  Lingo 
was  an  outspoken  supporter  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and 
that  the  prime  suspects  were  Xlansmen.  It  mattered ‘not 
to  Wallace  that  Lingo,  president  of  a <Jooi  manufacturing 
firm  before  his  appointment  as  the  state’s  lop  policcmau, 
knew  next  to  nothing  about  investigative  techniques  or 
law  enforcement.  None  of  this  mattered  to  Wallace.  He 
just  wanted  something  done  fast,  . . ;■  . ' 

■ So  while  the  FBI  was  conducting  a methodical,  pains- 
laVcing  investigation,  .Alabama’s  state  troopers  (“They 
acted  more  like  storm  troopers,”  says  Burke  Marshall) 
were  slinking  around  town  pursuing  the  strangest  “clues.” , 
Typical  of  Lingo’s  tactics  was  the  photographing  of  vir- 
tuc^y  every  white  person  who  attended  th,e  funerals  of 
the  four  murdered  black  girls.  According  to  a high-ranking 
state  official  who  is  familiar  with  the  case.  Lingo’s  men 
spent  “about  80  per  cent  of  ^heir  time  trying  to  prove  it 
was  blacks  who  bombed  the  church.”  Much  to  the  chagrin 
of  Wallace,  nothing  was  found  to  substantiate  that  theory. 
W'hen  tlic  ifoopers  weren’t  trying  to  pm  the  rap  on  the 
blacks,  they  wallowed  in  confusion,  “Nobody  knew  what 
was  going  on,”  a retired  state  investigator  admitted  re- 
cently. “All  we  knew  was  that  Wallace  and  L,ingo  wanted 
something  done,  whether  it  was  right  or  not.” 

Eventually,  the  state  did  do  something,  and,  predictably, 
it  was  the  wrong  thing.  Two  weeks  after  the  bombing. 
Lingo,  having  consulted  Wallace,  ordered  the  arrest  of 


) . 

i ' 

three  Ku  KIu  iansmen  on  "open  charges.*'  Two  of  If 
men  were  considered  prime  suspects  by  the  FBI  and  wc 
under  constant  surveillance  by  agents  when  the  sta 
stepped  in.  The  FBI  was  holding  off  on  arrests,  hoping 
build  a strong  case  against  a number  of  Klansmcn  su 
peeled  of  taking  part  in  the  crime,  . 

As  expected,  Wallace  milked  the  situation  for  all  t 
publicity  possible.  He  cut  short  a trip  to  .Florida  ar 
dramatically  returned  to  Montgomery  in  the  middle  of  ti 
nighTto  announce  the  news  and  to  claim  the  case  h: 
been  solved.  While  Wallace  bammed  it  up  for  reportei 
FBI  agents  complained  bitterly  that  the  stale  had  all  b 
ruined  their  investigation.  By  arresting  the  suspects  pr 
maturely,  Wallace  and  Lingo  had  alerted  the  bombe 
that  federal  investigators  were  dosing  in  but  still  iackt 
' enough  hard  evidence  to  make  any  charges  - stick.  TJ 

• arrests  made  it  easier  for  the  killers  to' cover  ^eir  track 
The  whole  episode  was  so  transparently  stupid  that  Lingc 
'second  in  command,  Maj,  Bill  Jones,  bad  tried  to  dissuac 
his  boss  from  arresting  the  meii,  Jones  had  pleaded  wi 
the  Colonel,  saying  the  arrests  could  only  damage  tl 
FBI’s  chances  of  solving  the  case.  Lingo  was  not  jc 
pressed.  "I  don’t  know  who  their  suspects  are,”  he  sa 
later  of  the  FBI,  “and  I don’t  care.”  Wallace  seemc 
none  loo  disturbed  either  that  the  case  might  have  bee 
botched  for  good.  His  reaction  was,  “We  certainly  be: 

. iiifc.  rvuimtuj  t^juwu  tu  ujc  puuuii:  • - r. 

•'..  Why  the  state  made  the  arrests  is  stUl  a matter  of.coi 
jeeture,  but  a .former  FBI  operative  who  infiltrated  ll 
KJan  in  Birmingham  in  the  1960$  suggests.  a sihisti 
motive.  In  his  recentiy  published  book,  ?Ay  Undercov< 
Years  With  the  Ku  Klia  Klan,  Gary  Tbom^’Rowe  J 

• says  he  was  present  when  a “secret  meeting”  was  arrange 
_belween  Klan  officials  and  Alabama  slate  troopers.  It  w; 
called,  Rowe  claims,  because  “the  FBI  was  about  to  arre 
three  Klansmen  in  connection  with  a bombing.”  To  pr< 
vent  this  embarrassment  to  the  Klan,.  Rowe  says,  sta 
officers  “agreed  to  pick  them  up  first  on  minor  charges.’ 

The  three  Klansmen  were  ultimately  charged  with  po; 
session -of  dynaniite,  which  Tr/ne  noted  was  “a  mi; 
demeanor  about  as  common  in  Birmingham  as  jajTvalktt 
in  many  a U.S.  city.”  The  state’s  evidence  was  so  film' 
even  for  these  piddling  charges  that  two  of  the  cases  wej 
'thrown  out  of  court  and  the  third  ended  with  an  acquitt: 
in  a jury  trial.  ; 

For  the  past  few  years  the  boinhing  has  been  little  mor 
than  a touchy  problem  for  the  Birmingham  Charnber  c 
Commerce.  No  one,  it  seems,  has  had  much  to  say  aboi 
the  incident — ^it’s  bad  for  business.  The  federal  statute  c 
limitations  on  almost  all  of  the  crimes  connected  with  ih 
case  has  expired,  leaving  the  only  hope  for  arrests  'wit 
the  state  and  the  Birmingham  Eolice  Department.  Stal 
officials  have  exhibited  little  interest  in  the  matter,  and  n 
one  expects  action  from  the  Birmingham  police,  wh 
have  yet  to  solve  even  one  of  the  city’s  thirty  or  so  raciall 
motivated  bombings  since  World  War  II.'  ' 

Therefore,  a great  many  people  were  taken  by  surpris 
last  February  when  it  was  learned  that  state  Attome 
General  Baxley  was  conducting  a new  investigation,  Tb 
surprise  was  accompanied  by  optimism,  since  Baxley  3 
not  at  all  the  kind  of  Attorney  General  Alabamans  cu: 

* "rm=  — a ir 
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lorjarilv  elect.-  Bright,*  energetic,  outspoken,  and  mos't  of 
fll  ambitious,  the  35-year-oId  Baxley  is  the  stale’s  holiest 
political  property  since  George  Wallace,  whom  be  hopes 
lo  succeed  as  Governor  in  two  years.  Unlike  Wallace, 
Baxley  is  a inoderate  (a  liberal  by  Alabama  standards) 
and  sometimes  refreshingly  candid.  Now  serving  his  sec- 
ond icrirt,  Baxley  seemingly  .can  do  no  wrong  as  far  as 
the  voters  are  concerned.  Even  ibe'Baptisis  appear  win- 
ing to  forgive  the  drawling,  ro^y-checked  Attorney  .Gen- 
eral for  winning  $32,000  in  a single  night  at  the  blackjacl: 
tables 'pf  Las  Vegas.  More  important,  Baxley  has  wba  a 
reputation  as  a dogged  prosecutor.  If/anyone  can  crack 
the  case,  most  Alabamans  thought,  it  is  Baxley,  .-c  r*'  '' 
He  began  looking  into  the  bornbing  shortly  after  taking 
office  in  1971.  Routinely  (and  without  publicity)  Baxley 
requested  inforrpation' on  tbe  case  from  the  FBI.  Four 
years  laicf,  ihe  FBI  got  around  lo  acting  on  the  icqucst. 

It  might  never  have  come*  across  .'with  any  information 
bad  it  not  been  for  inquiries  from  a reporter  in  Washing- 
ton who  had  beard  o£  the,  delay.  ^When  the  prospect  of 
bad  publicity  appeared  on  ‘the  horizon  the.  biireaucrailc- : 
wheels  at  the  Justice  Department  .and. the  FBI  began  to  '■ 
• rolL  . 

■ .The  four-year  delay*  was  damaging,- X not^  fat^, . to. ! 
Baxley’s  investigation.  His  men  w'ere.  forced  to  postpone 

4Va.  Vkf  cn<rv/*r1c  ■ until  if  ' 

mined  Vihat  they  had  earlier  told  the  FBI.  In  one  particii- -, 
larly  crippling  instance,  Baxley’s  office  was  denied  Mtal 
information  and  lie  detector,  test  ..results  oh  .the  roan 
authorities  believe  made  the , bomb.  While’~’tbe  rai^ 

’on  Its  information,  the  man  d]ed,.;Vu,-  lj~i- - 

There  has  been  no  official  explanation  for.  the  bureau’s 
peculiar  behavior.  Director- Qarence  Kelley  would  riot; 
allow  me  to  interview  .any  of  his  agents  on  the  bombing;  \ 
In  refusing  the  interview  request^  he  wrote;  “I  am  sure, 
you  win  agree  that  it  would  be  improper'  for  tbe  FBI  lo 
take ‘any  action  which  might  jeopardize  the  prosecutitm  of 
any  crim'mal  offender,  . . , Thus,  any  public  disclosure' 
which  we  might  make  could  seriousTy'jeo^ardize — in  fact, 
it  could  prevent — the  eventual  achievement  of  justice  in 
this  case.”  One  can  only  wonder  how  Kelley,  and  his 
subordinates  reconcile  the  withholding  of  evidence  and 
other  information  with  their  desire  for.  “tbe  eventual 
achievetnent  of  iustice  in  this  case.”  ; v ' 


Badey  refuses  to  talk  about  his  problems  writh  the  FBI, 
claiming  that  he  doesn’t  want  to  “antagonize”  anyone. 
But  one  official  involved  in  the  invesligaiion  offers  this 
explanation  of  the  FBI's  conduct:.  “They  still  don’t  really 
trust  Alabama  officials.  They  remember  all  too  wcH  what  • 
happened  back  in  1963,  For  some*  reason,  they  don’t 
seem  to  realize  that  different  people  are  -involved.  Also, 
there  is  still  a lot  of  jeilousy.  You  know,  the  kind  of 
attitude  that  seems  to  say;  'We  couldn’t  solve  it,  so  you 
can’t  eitlicr.’  Then,  I guess,  there  is  just  ffie  nature  of 
the  bureaucracy.  Sometimes  even  important  things  move 

MUW  • r \ \ . ’ • / ■ ■ 

AJthoug'n  some  information  has  been  released  by  the 
bureau,  problems  apparently  still  exist.  Baxley  and  Bir- 
mingham Mayor  David  Vann  recently  sent  a joint  letter  to 
.Director  Kelley  imploring  him  to  order  full  roopera-. 
tion.  At  one  point,  Baxley  was  said  to  have  become  so 


\ 

frustrated  with  the  1 s'  foot-dragging  that  he  considered 
flying  to  Washington  with  the  father  of  one  of  the  slain, 
girls  and  laying  the  wboSc  story  out  in  a news  conference. 
It  would  seem  that  he  has  now  settled  on  a more  restrained 
approach.  . i 1 ' 

Baxley  himself  has  not  escaped  controversy  for  the 
manner  in  which  the  investigation  has  been  handled.  Some 

tend  that  given  a choice  between  campaigning  for  governor 
or  poring  over  evidence  on  the  church  bombing,  Baxley 
will  choose  the  former."  They  doubt  that  Baxley  has  the 
stomach  for  the  protracted  and  tedious  work  an  inves- 
tigation of  this  sort  requires.  As  proof,  they  point  to  the 
very  solid  reports  that  the  investigation  has  ground  to  a 
halt.  ’’Listen,  I’d  give  up  the  rest  of  my  term  and  my 
entire  politicaT future  just  I9  .solve  this  .case,"  Baxley  re- 

«nr*c  . ■.  - '•'’i-'.'-r  ■■  - 

. . Even ‘nibre  unsettling,  perhaps,’ is.  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral’s cozy  relationship  with  George  Wallace.  The  crippled 
Governor  is  sending  out  all  mariner  of  riot  so  subtle  hints 
that  he  wouldn’t  mind  one  bit  having  Baxley  succeed  him. 
.Ideologicaily,  the  two  men  are  miles  apart,  but  Baxley 
'may  bc.lhe  only  man  with  enough  political  momentum 
io  harpoon  Lt.  Gpv,  Jere  Beasley,  a Wallace  critic  and. 
gubernatprial  aspiranll  Wallace,  of  course,  can  open  more 
doors  for  Baxley  than  anyone  else, 'so  no'one  need  cxpec-t 
the  Attorney  General  to  explain  how  George  screwed  it 
aU.  up  in  1963.  Instead,  Baxley  likes"' to  paint  the"  pfess 
■ as  the  villain,  ‘‘li  it  .hadn't  been  for  all  ibis  publicity.  I’d 
probably  have  solved  this  thing  by  now.  Everybody  knows 
.we  are  coming  after  them  now  and,  they're  ready  for  us.'^' 
But  What  about  Wallace?.  Didn’t  be"  and  his  buddy  A1 
Lingo  .'really  blow  the  whole  thing? 'Questions  like  that 
tend  to  turn  Baxley’s  rosy  checks  crimson.  “A  goddamn 
article  in  FAe  A’arion:  isn’t,  worth ‘this  shlL”  'That's  about 
as  specific  as  be  w'lll.get.'  ‘ • V.  ' . " '■  ; 

, As  the  unsolved  case  drags  into  lis  fourteenth  year, 
Baxley  and  others  sound  the  same  old  refrains.  “I’m  con- 
fident wc’rc  making  progress,”  the  Attorney  Gencrd  told 
The  New  York  .Times  in  Ivfarch.  Mayor  Vann  has  Joined 
the  chorus,  saying  he,  too,  “is  confident”  that  someth'mg 
will  come  of  this  investigation.  “This  case  can  be  solved,” 
he  saj’s  reassuringly.  Perhaps  it  can,'  but  after  thirteen 
. years  hasn’t  the  public  the  right  to  know  why  so' little 
progress  has  been  made?  Shouldn’t  those  who  have  helped 
to  frustrate  and  to  delay  tbe  course  of  justice  be  held 
accountable?  Why  did  the  state  disrupt  the  FBI’s  investi- 
gation in  1963?  Why  has  the  FBI  refused  to  cooperate  ir 

.0  JJWVt  TYUtli^VCl  iuc  UL  luc 

t^se  questions,  aod'others,  deserve  to  be  answered. 

But  maybe  the  real  question  Is,  does  anybody  really  can 
anymore?  Does,  time  erase  every  outrage?  Martin  Luthe 
King  Sr.  now  greets  George  Wallace  on  the  floor  of  th 
Democratic  National  Convention  and  vigorously  shake 
the  hand  that  thirteen  years  earlier  his  son  had  said  wr 
dripping  with  blood,  ."He’s  an  inspiration  to  us  all 
King  bubbles  'for  the  television  cameras.  Wallace,  pla; 


class,”  grins  broadly  and  allows  that  he  and  the  elc 
King  have  always  been  good  friends.  Surely,  any  m: 
who  was  friendly  with  Daddy  King  wouldn’t  have  mess 
up  the  hunt  for  the  killers  of  four  small  black  girls.  Y 
sir,  old  George  is' an  inspiration  to  us  all. 
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Date:  9/22/76 


Transmit  the  following  in 

AIRTEL 


Via. 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code/ 
AIRMAIL  - REGISTERED 


(Precedence) 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

IRMINGHAM  (157-352) (C) 


ReBHtel  to  Bureau,  8/23/76,  and  Bulet  to  William  J. 
Baxley,  Attorney  General,  State  of  Alabama,  8/31/76. 

During  telephonic  conversations  with  representatives 
of  the  Office  of  Attorney  General,  State  of 

has  been  requested  to  obtain  information  concerning  the  current 
addresses  of  the  following  Agents  who  are  no  longer  on  active 

duty ; 


It  is  recommended  that  FBIHQ  furnish  Birmingham  the 
last  known  addresses  of  the  above-listed  former  Agents.  This 
be  provided  to  the  Office  of  Attorney  General 
State  of  Alabama,  as  an  effort  to  cooperate  in 
investigation  of  captioned  matter. 


S6f^-effW7G 


(^~  Bureau 

- Birmingham 


c 


Approved: 


ILS- 

%feclal  hgent  u 


Sent . 


in  Charge 


1 


Alrtel 


Td;  SACf  BlTKlagbaa  (X57-9iS) 

Tronj  mrcetor,  FBI  (157-1025)-  115M 
BAPBOMB  ,rJEC-5. 


10/6/76 


Reuralrtol  da,t«4  9/82/76. 

Set  out  belov  ere  tlso  oeaes  of  the  foraer  Speclel 
Asents  listed  In  referenced  alrtel,  alens  with  their  last- 
known  addresses  as  reflected  in  Bureau  files,  as  rogues ted  by 
referenced  sir  tel. 


Alrtel  to  SAC,  m 
Ee$  Baphoolh 
157-1025 


Dor  TOUT  lofoKiMttioB^  hj  separate  eoraBanication, 
those  field  offices  ooreriue  the  above  locations,  ineludins 
foor  office  are  beins  Amtished  aecessuT  lutelcEroiind  iafor- 
natioo  in  ^Is  satter  and  are  being  reqaested  to  contact  ti»e  : 
above  sentioned  fomer  Sis  presently  located  vithin  the  re- 
spective divisions  to  alert  tees  to  tee  possibility  ^ fntnre 
COTtact  by  xepressotatives  of  Attorney  General  Baxley ^s  office* 
That  eonmuiicatioD  will  instract  those  offices  to  advise  the 
fomer  Sis  that  eertain  mralts  of  oar  investigation  In  cap- 
tioned ease  have  been  famished  to  Vr*  Baxley,  at  his  request  ei 
with  Departaental  enthority,  each  results  having  bees  screened 
to  avoid  disclosure  of  any  infomant  infooraation  or  of  any  in- 
forntion  which  should  revaUn  <smfidential.  The  former  Sis 
will  be  advised  teat  if  the  qaestlons  directed  to  teem  by 
members  of  Vr.  fiaxley*s  staff  go  beyiNid  the  material  set  oat 
in  Bureau  documents  previously  famished  to  Sr.  Baxley,  et^les 
of  which  will  undoubtedly  be  shown  to  the  fomer  SAs  by 
Baxley *8  representatives  so  as  to  refresh  their  recollection, 
tee  Birmln^am  Office  should  be  contacted  telephonlcally  by 
tees,  teroogfa  year  office,  to  determine  whether  the  subject 
matter  of  such  questions  may  be  discussed  without  ccmpromlslag 
d<»fidential  material.  In  tee  interest  of  facilitating  Hr. 
»sley*s  efforts,  tew  temlshlng  the  above  addresses  to  him, 
it  is  suggested  teat  you  advise  him  of  the  above-^proposed 
aetioa, 

VOr  your  infoematlon,  the  ^Ivacy  Act  aspects  of 
the  disclosure  of  the  above  addresses  to  Hr.  Baxley  have  been 
coimridered  wad  such  action  does  not  appear  to  violate  my 
provisions  of  existing  l^lslatlon. 


Captioned  case  concerns  bombing  of  16th  Street 
Baptist  Church,  Bliralngham,  Alabama,  ^Ej^S,  resulting  in 
four  deaths  and  personal  injury  to  16  other  persons.  At  his 
request,  after  appropriate  contact  with  the  Civil  Rights 
Division,  we  fxirnished  certain  results  of  our  investigation 
to  Wllllara  Baxley,  Attorney  General  of  the  state  of  Alabama. 


n.wfiw  /■^XT*mriiTTrc»T\  rw 


-2.. 


Atrtel  to  SAC,  EH 
Re : Bapbomb 

157-1025 


Apparently  based  en  his  reylev  of  the  Boreaa 
i^Kicanent  prerlotaily  fornished  to  hi».  Baxley  requested  to 
interview  23  8As  vho  partiolpsted  in  i^taot  Inrestigatioo 
4tm  Birsisgbss  is  1963«^.  Ey  letter,  S/31/76,  Baxley  ess 
advised  the  Director  eould  authorise  iatervlM  of  those 
agents  <12)  ebo  are  presently  on  active  duty  if  interviews  . 
were  cOndneted  in  Birslnghaa  with  Biminghaa  Office  repre- 
sentatives familiar  with  liie  ease  in  attendaoee  to  insve  - 
that  no  confidential  matters  were  discussed.  Xncosing 
advises  Baxley  has  now  requested  current  addresses  of  those 
agents  who  are  no  longer  on  active  duty  <10;  one  is  deceased). 

Above  oeiition^  coasinleatlea  to  interested  offices, 
presently  being  prepared. 

Privacy  Act  aspect  coordinated  with  Privacy  jiet 
Dtait  POI-Ihrivacy  Act  section,  RcM^ds  Itani^ewnt  piylsico, 


-• 

Ait--- 
D'-v-  f 
Dip-  • ' 

Asst-  Cir.'. 

Adm.  S3rv.. 


1 130 


AIBTEL 


To:  SAC,  Blrwlnghaw  (157-352) 

7!roai:  Director,  IBI  (157-1025) 

BAPBOMB  REC-19 


EX'106 


ns9 


10/14A6 


nO 


t: 


BoBaeirtel  to  BH  dated  10/B/7B, 


\oi 


it  knova  address  of  foraer  special  Agent 

inadrerteatlT  *Tcm  rafer»i*ft*»«« 

airtel 

inforaatlon  should  be  fdrauuou  iu  AUUiliUi  uauluai  uAJCiejr, 
along  vitk  the  other  addresses  set  forth  la  referenced  Borean 
airtel. 


Captioned  Cnee  CouCeruS  uuanljl&g  Cf  luth  Street 
— Baptist  Church,  Blr>iingham,  Alabama,  9/15/63,  resulting  In 
four  deaths  and  personal  Injury  to  16  other  persons.  At 
irequest  of  William  Baxley,  Attorney  General  of  Alabama, 
after  appropriate  contact  vith  the  Department,  ve  furnished 
certain  results  of  our  inyestigation  to  him.  Apparently 
_ based  on  his  review  of  that  information,  Baxley  requested 
2 to  interview  23  Agents  who  participated  in  Instant  investigatioE 
in  Birmingham  In  1963-64.  By  letter  6/31/76,  Baxley  was 


(12)  who  are  presently  on  active  duty  if  interviews  were 
conducted  in  Birmingham  with  Birmingham  Office  representatives 
familiar  with  the 'case  in  attendance  to  insure  that  no 
confidential  matters  were  discussed.  Baxley  subsequently 
requested  addresses  of  those  Agents  who  are  no  longer  on 
In  "Inactive  duty.  One  of  those  Agents  is  deceased.  By  airtel 
A...  oir.;  10/6/76,  the  last  known  addresses  of  nine  of  the  former 

i^ents  were  furnished  to  Birmingham  for  transmittal  to  Baxley; 

Ftn.  AFersn  OuO  nuVjTvSS  WfW  jlaalauV@mr  GSmXvivvdo 


(Kev.  -I- 1 ‘ 
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11/20/63 


1 - Unit  Administrative  ioioer 


Alrtel 


To:  SAC,  San  Antonio 

From;  Director.  FBI  10^  S'” 


n^i'lL  f ti: ' 


(SA  26.21222) 
BAPBOilB 


Reurairtel  11/15/63  with  acconpanyia^^  ^ 

The  LIBI  submitted  by  your  office  had~l^o  b^  Completely 
retyped  at  the  Bureau  due  to  tho  excessive  number  of  j.nl:ed->in 
corrections  which  appear  at  least  once  on  oacl^f  tho'eig^t 
pages  of  your  LHLI.  The  memorandum  was  not  sui^table  ior 
dissemination  as  a product  of  the  work  of  this*  'Bureau.  7ou  should 
score  appropriate  personnel  with  errors  for  the  preparation 
of  urn  submitted  ,by  your  office. 


NOTE; 


information  furnished  by^^^B  .is  an  obvious  » - 

released  on  the  ITSMV  charge  which,  of  course^houl^ot  be  done 
The  submitted  concerning  the  interview  of contains 
HuIu3PQ\lS  corrections  which  were  inlced“ln  and  x^^n^^^BUitable  for 
ddissemination  in  the^^qra  submitted. 


MAILED  3 I 

NQV2  01963 

CQMM-EBi 


nHTr:TO:\L  tA' 


AIHTEL 

To:  SACs,  AtlAQta 

Bimingbui  (157-S52) 

Boston 

Jackson 

Llttla  Eock 

Hev  York 

Pittabargb 

Taapa 

Washington  Field 
Froai  Director,  FBI  (157-1025) 

<00*r"M) 


1 - Mr.  J.  B.  Adams 
1 - Mr 
1 - Ur 
1 - Ur 


1 - Ur 
1 - Hr 
1 - Ur 


For  the  Information  of  those  Instant  addressees  not' 
having  prior  infomation  in  this  natter,  captioned  case  involved 
the  bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham, 
■Alabama,  B/15/63.  The  incident,  irtiich  resulted  in  the  deaths 
>f  lour  young  Hegro  girls,  personal  injury  to  16  other  persouB 
ind  extensive  damage  to  the  church,  was  the  subject  of  an  In- 
tensive Investigation  which  continued  until  July,  1973 • At 
that  time  the  case  was  closed  inasmuch  as  all  l<^ical  investi- 
gation had  been  completed  and  the  Statute  of  Limitations  had 
nin  regarding  Federal  prosecution. 

William  Baxley,  Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  ^ 
llabama,  has  l>een  conducting  investigation  In  this  case  and 
3ther  similar:*  incidents  lulch  occiOT#d  in  the  Biswlnghaa  area 
rturlng  the  sane  period.  At  his  specific  request,  with  Depart- 
"nental  authorisation,  certain  results  of  our  Investigation  had 
been  fuxuished  to  Baxley,  such  results  having  been  screened  to 
avoid  disclosnre  of  any  informant  information  or  any  other  in- 
formation which  should  remain  confidential. 

Apparently  based  on  his  review  of  the  FBI  information 
furnished  to  him,  Baxley  then  famished  a list  of  23  Specisl 
Agents  (SAa)  who  had  wrked  m the  ease  in  Birmingham  In  19w  . 

- — - ^ 1'1/A 


'-TELETYPE  UNIT 


Alrtel  to  SACs,  Atlanta^  al. 

Ee:  Bapbonb 

157-1025 


atid  1904*  8a  raqoestad  aathorltf  to  Istervieir  those  SAs« 

On  Att^ost  31y  1976t  a letter  sas  directed  to  him  advising  him 
that  only  12  ox  tiw  23  SAs  are  presently  on  active  duty  with 
the  Airejui.  One  of  the  named  SAs  is  deceased.  He  was  told  that 
interviews  of  the  12  SAs  currently  en  <hity  would  be  authorixed 
if  such  ittterviewa  were  conducted  Is  Blmiiigham,  in  the  presence 
of  represeatatii^  of  the  Birmingham  Office  idio  are  familiar 
with  captioned  case  mo  as  to  insure  that  matters  which  most 
readls  confidential  are  mot  discussed.  The  above  action  was 
taken  In  an  effort  to  be  as  cooperative  as  possible  is  this 
matter^  consistent  with  ^e  Bureau*s  responsibilities  for 


»fift  s&CtutLiy  gS 

must  remain  confidential. 


JLtAXWnWKVUW  UA  C0A  'WUA%iU 


Baxley  has  sow  requested  sdvice  as  to  the  current 
addresses  of  the  10  BAs  of  the  above-mentioned  group  i^o  are 
BO  l<Mgwr  on  active  duty.  The  names  of  those  SAs  and  their 
last  known  addresses,  uhich  are  set  out  below,  are  being 
furnished  to  Kr.  Baxley. 


- 2 


Airtel  to  SA(^,  Atl&atft,  et.  ftl. 

11.VI  • 0Slj,^WUWV 


wi-tolu  yOiur  xwfpectiT#  vlvlillun*  vhoaXd  »>v  COXitSCtvd  prw^titly 

tho  porposo  of  api^rjUBf as  thea  of  tlio  above  iSevoli^Mioate 
and  to  alert  tboa  to  tbe  fact  that  they  aay  be  contacted  by 
repreaentativea  of  Bozley**  staff*  The/  should  be  mdvieed  that 
If  the  coestlooB  directed  to  theo  so  bejond  the  Material  as 
set  oat  in  Itoeatt  docttac&ts  prevlowlf  furnished  to  Baxley, 
copies  of  which  will  andoabtadly  be  shown  to  thew  at  the  tliae. 
of  their  Intervievs  so  as  to  refresh  their  recollections,  they 
should  contact  ttie  BirminghM  Office  tele^onicaily,  throosh  , 
yeur  office,  to  <meraine  imether  or  aot  the  subject  setter  of 
such  additioiuLl  areas  of  questioning  say  be  discusmtd  without  > 
cosprowising  confidential  saterlal.  They  should  also  be 
advised  that  the  Civil  Rights  Division  of  the  Departsent  has 
ju^eviouaXy  deferred  to  the  Burean  as  to  what  Inforsation  in 
Bureau  files  in  this  mett^  say  be  furnished  to  Baxley;  there- 
fore, they  are  released  froa  tbe  restrictions  placed  upon 
thes  by  their  fzr];  £hQ>Ioyweiit  Agzeewents  insofar  as  this  ease 
is  concerned* 

If  the  former  SAe  last  loMsm  to  be  within  your 
respective  divisions  are  sot  jureseotly  located  at  the  above- 
sentloned  addrestaes  and  their  current  whereabouts  are  not 
readily  amHehle,  the  m **'g^**‘M  Office  should  he  notified 
poraoptly  so  that  office  way  so  adviee  Aixlsy* 


- 3 
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F B 1 

Date:  10/22/1  e 

(Type  in  ptaintext  or  code! 

vfn  AIRTEL 

AIRMAIL 

rO;  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

FROM;  SAC,  JACKSON  (157-1273)  (RUC) 

BAPBOt^ 

ODt— 'BlmilNGHAM 


^ Re  Director's  alrtel,  dated  10/14/76, 

On  10/19/76, 

89474,  was  advised  ot  the  rn 
rere^roce^a^tel . 


“ Bureau  (157-1025) 

2 - Birmingham  (157-352) 
1 - Jackson 


OCT  '>^7o 


' VI 

Sptcial  A cent  in  Charge 


) 

FCl-'le  (R^  2-14-74) 

! C\ 
/* 

F B 1 

Date:  10/19/76 

y 

Transmit  the  following  in  __ 

tType  in  plaintext  or  code) 

AIRTEL 

(Precedencei  1 

1 

it^ 


TO:  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

FROM:  SAC,  ATLANTA  (157-582)  (RUC) 

^UBJEcj^APBOMs) 

00:  BIRMINGHAM 

Re  Bureau  airtel  to  numerous  offices,  including 
Atlanta,  10/14/76, 

As  requested  by  FBIHQ  in  referenced  airtel, 
Atlanta  contacted  the  two  former  Special  Agents  listed 
below  who  reside  in  the  Atlanta  area  and  advised  them  of 
pertinent  portions  of  referenced  airtel j these  two  former 
Agents  were: 


vn-  Bureau 

z - Birmingham  (157-352) 
J.anta 


EX-113  7 oor  21  1976 


GFO  : 1975  O • 590-991. 


j 


2 


FD-36  *R«v. 


F B 1 

Date: 


11/2/76 


Transmit  the  following  in 
Via AIRTEL 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 

AIRMAIL  


(Priority} 


■ Cpp-^.D-Adm- 
j!  t)ep.*A.D.-lnv — 
'|A«t.  Dir.; 

]i  Adm,  Scrv,  — . 
jj  Ext^Aifj 
Fi 

[deni 
Intef 
j Lcborotory  — 
"5  Lrgal  Coun.  _ 
i’tan  & liiep. 
Rec,  Mgmt.  — 
Spec.  lo’C-  


TO:  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

JUlll  1 ■ ■ ffATW  ^ 


(00 : Birmingham) 


Re  Bureau  airtel  to  Atlanta  and  others  dated  10/14/76, 


Re 


J.  1 


TH  sset  forth  information  that 


WILLIAM  BAXLEY,  Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  has 
been  conducting  an  investigation  in  instant  matter  and  that 
the  possibility  exists  that  BAXLEY  or  his  staff  would  contact 
those  Special  Agents,  both  on  duty  and  those^now  retired, 
who  conducted  investigation  regarding  RAPBOmb,  The  Bureau 
instructed  that  former  Special  Agents  be  advised  that  they  may 
be  contacted. 


was  contacted  and  advise 

nd  status  of  this  matter  per  referenced  airtel. 
tated  that  he  desired  to  know  the  nature  of  any 

• Wa  vr  -i  ^ AVkl  -S  rro  ^ r\n  VkA  VtoH  ^ O 

xnxcrview  oy  chaij&i  wr  iixe  waaov 

submit  to  such  interview,  and  if  pertinent  serials  regarding 
investigation  done  byhli^puld  be  forwarded  to  him  prior  to 
any  such  interview,  ' wfl^^^^Kstated  that  he  desired  to  review 
’ _ , ^ — 1 I /-s  C 

SS  _ 

4 


to 


5 4 CT-TO9/U  Vp;.;!,,  A„„.  chaT,,- 
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WFO  157-293 

pertinent  serials  before  any  interview,  and 
to  know  if  the  Birmingham  Office 
material  available  in  this  ^tter. 

he  is  reluctant  to  consent  to  interview  without  first 
having  reviewed  results  of  investigation  conducted 

by  him,  ; "■  ' ■ 

Birmingham  is  requested  to  advise  WFO  if 
the  procedure  as  set  forth  on  page  three  ^eau  : 
airtel  is  strictly  being  adhered  to  and  whether  or  not 
similiar  requests  have  been  made  by  other 
Snecial  Agents,  Brimingham  is  also  requested  to  advise 
WTO  in  detail  the  steps  to  be  taken  should  such 
oflBHiltake  place  and  the  necessity  for  telephonic  ; 
coffl^^^h  the  Birmingham  Office  arise  during  interview. 

WFO  maintaining  contact  withj^^^HUHL 


_2- 


FD-36  (Rev.  2-il4-74»V 


1 

J 


^ransinit  the  following  in  . 

Vi„  AIRTEL 


SUBJECT: 


Date:  11/8/76 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code! 


AIRMAIL 


(Precedence) 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 
SA£Lt.  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) 


BAPBOm 

OOr^BH 


Re  WFO  airtel,  11/2/76. 

In  response  to  inquiries  posed  by  WFO,  Birmingham  jt 
offers  the  following  observations:  * 

The  procedure  described  in  Buairtel  of  10/14/76  will 
be  adhered  to  insofar  as  possible;  however,  it  is  believed  that 
the  procedure  outlined  was  set  forth  to  offer  general  guidelines 
to  protect  the  various  interests  involved  in  the  Bureau's 
cooperation  with  Alabama  Attorney  General  BAXLEY  with  practical 
problems  to  be  worked  out  by  the  former  Agents  and  the 
Birmingham  Office. 

Whether  or  not  former  SAj^^^^^nonsents  to  be  inter- 
viewed by  Mr.  BAXLEY  is  a matter  ^o^^^mi^to  decide;  however, 
should  he  desire  .to  review  official  conmimiTcations  prepared  by 
him,  such  would  be  available  through  the  Birmingham  Office. 

There  is  no  requirement  that  the  former  agent  contact  Birmingham 
prior  to  or  during  the  interview  with  Mr.  BAXLEY.  The  former 
agent  should  be  aware , However , that  the  FBI  is  not  divulging 
information  to  Mr.  BAXLEY  which  would  disclose  the  identity  of 
any  confidential  informant  or  source.  The  majority  of  all  other 
information  concerning  BAPBOMB  contained  in  the  files  of^th^ 
Birmingham  Office  has  been  made  available  to  Mr. 

1 - Rj  rTtiinahaiti  ^ m 


Special  Agent  in  ChaA^ 


56 NOVI  9 1976 


BH  157-352 


T 


» 

/ 


For  the  consi^ration  of  WFO,  it  is  noted  that  several 
former  Agents  have  informally  contacted  Birmingham  to  advise 
i^at  in  the  event'  they  are  contacted  by  Mr.  BAXLEY,  they  plan- 
to'  request,  that  the  interviews  be  conducted  in  Birmingham  where,  r 
the  files  and  Agents  familiar  with  the  matter  are  readily  - 
available,..'  - > a-,'  J..-  ' --v  - . \ ^ ^ 


2 


UNITED  STAT  '30VERNMENT 

Memorandum 


OIRBCTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 


: SRC>  WFO  (157-293)  (BUG) 


date: 


11/23/76 


subject:  PBOllB. 

/ Re  WFO  airtel  dated  11/2/76  and  Birmingham 

airtel  dated  11/8/76. 

Referenced  WFO  alrtelsetfort^inquiries 
posed  by  former  Special  Agent4H|l|^HH[HA|when 
originally  contacted  by  WFO  inregar^T^^ffer  views 
by  Alabama  Attorney  General  BAXLEY  or  by  members  of 
\ his  staff. 


/x 


Referenced  Birmingham  airtel  set  forth 
answers  to  same  Inqurirajd^ch  in  turn  were  related  to 
m^l^on  11/1 9/7 6. VHjl^^Had vised  that  to  date 
he  has  not  been  conraWW^Sy  any  members  of  the  staff 
of  BAXLEY  and  that  he  will  notify  WFO  in  the  event 
he  is  contacted. 


in  view  of  the  above,  no  additional  investigation 
being  conducted  by  WFO  and  this  matter  is  considered  RUC*d. 


J 


Rtc-3a  /5")-/o^ 
EX-113 


r;<  - 


22  NOV  30  1976 


V^Bureau 

^Birmingham  (157-352) 
1=] 


QB^-'  j,  -Biy'  U.S.  Savings  l^onis  Bjiffdarly  on  tbt  Payroll  Savings  Plan 


]|M0419 


f. 

KJ 


"} 


EP  IR 


receive  0 
- £RAL  -m„_ 

„ eElRVEsflCATiPN  , pjw»w 

C6HHUH(CATiOR£  SEtTiUll 

MING  HAM  (157-3T52?))))  j T’**-* 


DIRECTOR  (157-1025)  PRIORITY 


EOT  revievj  by 
Date 


RO' 


RE  BIRMINGHAM  TELETYPE  TO  BLIREAU  MARCH  IG,  1977. 

I 

investigator  bob  eddy,  STATE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL’S  0FF|ICF  AND 
OFFICERS  OF  BIRMINGHAM  POLICE  DEPARTMENT.  ADVISED  THAT  THEY  HAVE 

ML 

THEY  ALSO  ADV  IS^  IT  IS  IMPORTANT  TO  THEIR  INVESTIGATION 
TO  HAVE  access  TO  ‘ANY  TRANSCRIPTS  FROM  TECHN  ICAl4jgfSTALLAT  IONS 
WHICH  THE  BUREAU  HaD  INE^^ECTAT  THIS  TIME,  |j£^^  75"^ 

.^~>c  ly  js  noted  thatHI^HI^has  stated  that  THETBI 


\ 


UTILIZED  SUCH  TECHN  I CUES  D ING  INVESTIGATION  OF  PA.PBOM  AN!|., 
WITH  THIS  IN  MIND,  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL’S  OFFICE  WILL 
probably  INSIST  THAT  ACCESS  TO  THESE  TR  ANSCR  IPTS  BE  GRANTED. 


cy7' 'i9/^ 


BIRMINGHAM  HAS  NO  OBJECTIONS  TO  MAKING  THE  TRANSCRIPTS 
AVAILABLE  PROVIDED  OTHER  LEGAL  RAMIFICATIONS  DO  NOT  PROHIBIT 

same, 

THE  EtlREAU  IS  REQUESTED  TO  FL^?NISH  GUIDANCE  CONCERNING 
U^HETHER  OR  NOT  THE  TRANSCRIPTS  FROM  TECHNICAL  INSTALLATIONS 
can  BE  made  available  TO  INVESTIGATORS  MENTIONED  ABOVE. 


<HO40S  0692205 


P 102205Z  MAR  77 


BIRMI 


MAR  77 

IMpittM  C157- 
CTOR  (157-10 


SisFH’ff 


REC£IVED>^7< 
/|0EWL  BUffEAlf  ] 
-■553)  OF  ikvesticat:6h  /. 

tOMFilHICATlOKS  SECTION 

025)  PRIORITY 


fAPBOM 


Q-Copies  made  by  Q \ 

0 for  review  by  Rowe  Task  Forcfe 

N Date  V 

AS  THE  BUREAU  IS  AWARE,  FBI  BH  HAS  FURNISHED  A GREAT  DEAL  OF 


Assoc.  Dir.  

Dep.  AD  Adm. 
Dep.  AD  Inv^ 
Asst  Dir.: 

I Adm.  Serv.  

Dxt.  A^aira 

iiitall. 

Lpgai  Coon.  

Plsn.  & Insp 

Rec.  Mgt. 

S.  & T.  Serv 

Spec.  Inv.  

Tr;\iniiig 

Telephone  Rm. 
"OirectDr’s  Sec'y_ 


INFORMATION  TO  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL,  STATE  OF  ALABAMA,  (X)NCERNING 
CAPTIONED  MATTER  FROM  FILE  OF  THE  FBI,  MATERIAL  FURNISHED  HAS 
ENCOMPASSED  REPORTS,  LKM,  LABORATORY  EXAMINATION,  ETC.  IN 
ESSENCE,  STATE  OF  ALABAMA  INVESTIGATORS  HAVE  HAD  ACCESS  TO  ALL 
INFORMATION  EXCEPT  THAT  FURNISHED  BY  CONFIDENTIAL  INFORMANTS. 

INVESTIGATOR  BOB  EDDY  IS  CURRENTLY  REVIEWING  MATERIAL 
FURNISHED  BY  FBI  AS  WELL  AS  CONDUCTING  INDEPENDENT  INVESTIGATION. 


ON  march  L0,  1977,  EDDY  ADVISED  THA 


IT  IS  ESSENTIAL  TO  HIS  INVESTIGATION  THAT  HE  BE  /]Xd^ED  /inkvrKr" 

t MAR  22  1977 


4 " 


PAGE  TWO  BH  15  7-353  E F T 0 


BIRMINGHAM  BELIEVES  THAT  THE  REQUESTED  INFORMATION  COULD 
BE  FURNISHED  UNDER  THE  ROUTINE  USE  PROVISIONS  OF  FOlPAj  HOWEVER, 
IN  VIEW  OF  THE  MANY  OTHER  POSSIBLE  LEGAL  RAMIFICATIONS  INVOLVED, 
DESIRES  GUIDANCE  FROM  LEGAL  COUNSEL  DIVISION  AND/OR  DEPARTMENT 
OF  JUSTICE  PRIOR  TO  MAKING  THE  REQUESTED  INFORMATION  AVAILABLE 
FOR  REVIEW  BY  THE  STATE. 


TELETTPE 

EOUTIHS 

mo 

IS  PZEECTOR  <157-1029) 
TO  BIRMINGBA]|  <157-353) 


KARCH  1977 


1 - Mr 
(Attn: 
1 - Mr 
1 - Mr 
1 - Mr 


.^Copies  made  by  0 ,T* 

1 ^0*'  review  by  Rowe  Task  Force 

Date  I 

^ISotTELS  hated  MARCB  lO  AXD  ll,  1»77. 

REGABDIBO  IHQUIET  POSED  BY  RSFEREHCED  TELETYPE  DATED 
pitpm  10,  1977,  TOO  ARE  ADTBORIZED  TO  ALXX3V  A DOLT  AOTBCRIZED 
REPBESERTATITE  Qf  ATTOBHET  QEMERAL  BAXLET  TO  REVIEt 


A3CERTA1H  7R0M  THAT  REPRESESTATIVE  THE  BASIS  FOR  MR.  BAXLEY  8 


uucfL  TBAT  XHTOBMATIOK  AVAILABLE.  . 

y ^ 

WITH  Rwftiwn  TO  RETERBfCSD  TELETYPE  DATED  MARCH  11,  1977, 

TOO  ABE  REQUESTED  TO  iDlSTXFT  AUL  lECHRICAL  COVERAGE  IMVCH*V*D 
^ IK  CAPTIONED  CASE  BY  SYMBOL  HUMBER,  TYPE  OF  COVERAGE  AND  PERIODS 
OF  COVERAGE,  FOR  EACH  IHSTALLATICRI.  ADVIfflS  VHETBQt  OR  HOT  TOO 


(fttelL  

Lab«to(»ry 
& Cvi 
Spec,  - 
Treifling 
Legal  Cewti^ 


HAVE  ANY  INFORMATION  INDlCATj^  ^ I 

INSTALLATIONS  HAVE  BEEN  PRSkoOSLY“«lBW^  Cmsm 

THE  BUREAH,  SOYIL.  FOLLOW^  RECEWT  OT^YODR  TELrTO^^MA^ 

SEE  NOTE,  PAGETHGv^  ~ 

IViWL-Ji.u.  J 0;  ' Y ' 

i'wU;;iCATlor;s  Gtcnori 

.4^  / imilm  K 


TELETYPE  UNIT 


,:i 

m 
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VILL  BE  COKSimSED  AT  TBim  AHD  TOD  WILL  BE  APFBOmiATELT 


jmissD, 


• V - ::  <s%  . 


ALSO  ADVISE  fEETHEB  OR  HOT  TOUR  WZLSB  OQIITAIV  AVT 


iHPORXATXOIt  XHDXCATnn 


BOTE: 


AFfROVQlt 

Dir»ctor.„.j^ 
Assoc.  D\rfjU 


Ext.  Affairs^- 

Idem.... ..*y. 


Dep.  AD  Idem 

ayiiiKyB^L?jwyMit4a»"A^^ 


S.  & T.^Scrv... 
Spec.'  Inv....... 

TfairflnjS— 


BirmlnRhaa,  AlabaMt,  church  result lug  in  four  deaths  and  personal 
iujurj  to  ttuaieroas  other  persons.  Our  investigation  is  closed; 
extensive  investigation  failed  to  disclose  sufficient  Inforss- 
tiott  to  permit  prosecutive  action. 

At  request  of  William  Baxl^,  Attorney  General,  ' 
Alabama,  vbo  is  conducting  investigation  in  above  case,  after 
appropriate  contact  with  the  Departsent,  me  have  furnished  certa: 
resalts  of  oor  investigation  to  him  Cincosing  dated  3A0/77, 
indicates  he  has  been  furnished  virtually  all  information  in 
our  file,  except  that  furnished  by  confidential  informants.) 

Same  incoming  advises 


D considers  s review  o — 

to  Hr.  Baxley's  invest igation.  Incoming  dated  9/XX/77,  mavises 
meidier  of  Baxley's  staff  subsequently  naked  to  review  transcripts 
of  any  technical  installations  involved  in  instant  esse. 


Response  to  incoming  dsted  3/10/77,  coordinated  with 
I«gal  Counsel  snd  Records  Kanagefsent  Divisions.  Approved 
procedure  constitute  a *^routine  use*'  dissemination,  i.e., 
furnishing  information  to  another  law  enforcement  agency  for  a 
law  enforcement  purpose,  adiich  is  authorized  by  the  provision 
of  the  Privacy  Act, 


4-312  (Rev.  12-ll-73> 


. < 
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Has  been  removed  and  placed  m the  Special  File  Room  of  Records  Section. 
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Permanent  Serial  Charge  Out 
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R 212145Z  MAR  77 


Li 

F ^ ^ H.V  ' r ^ ? ■ ■'r— 
Ur  ■Eifliif;';’;! 
:c:-;KLKiCAric:is  sicv^lk 


FM  BIRMINGHAM  C157-1025)  (C ) 

/ 

TO  DIRECTOR  (157-1025)  ROUTINE 
BT 

E F T 0 
BAPBOM 


I 


KtcJliitL  nAKuH  17,  1977,  AND  BIRMINGHAM  AIRTEL  MARCH  18,  1977. 
REQUEST  TO  RE  VIEW  ^H|[||||[|||||m^|||BimH^^P 

BIRMINGHAM  IS  CURRENTLY  IN  THE  PROCESS  OF  REVIEWING  REPORTS 

^WITH  BOB  EDDY  (NA), 


'<} 


.1 


X investigator  WITH  ATTORNEY  GENERAL'S  OFFICE,  STATE  OF  ALABAMA. 


STATE  REQUEST  TO  REVIEW  TRANSCRIPTS  OF  BAPBOM  RELATED 


TECHNICAL  INSTALLATION: 


REC-7 


/ 


'f  r 


\T. 


REVIEW  OF  BIRMINGHAM  FILES  REFLECT  FBI  HAD  FOLLOWING  TEpH- 

, ' 

NICAL  INSTALLATIONS  RE  KLAN  WATTERS:  '70l  aod  r, 

-J  rM  fV 

L-J.  I.! 
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DISCONTINUED  N0VE?1BER  22,  1963.  CAT  INSTALLED  OCTOBER  25,1963, 


DISCONTINUED  NOVEMBER  14,  1963,  IN 


TESUR  INSTALLED  OCTOBER  22,  1963,  DISCONTINUED 
NOVEMBER  21,  1963. 


ROBERT  EDWARD  CHAMBLISS,  2505  32ND 
AVE.  NORTH,  BIRMINGHAM.  TESUR  INSTALLED  OCTOBER  22,  1963,  DIS 
CONTINUED  NOVEMBER  25,  1963. 


TESUR  INSTALLED  NOVEMBER  6,  1963,  DISCONTINUED  NOVEMBER  21,  1963. 


TESUR  NOVEMBER  8 TO  NOVEMBER  22,  1963. 

KU  KLUX  CONVENTION,  TUTVILER  HOTEL, 
BIRMINGHAM,  MISUR  FEBRUARY  7 TO  FEBRUARY  9,  1964. 


ROBERT  EDWARD  CHAMBLISS,  2505  32ND  AVE,  MO. 


BIRMINGHAM.  MISUR  MAY  15,  TO  JULY  2,  1964. 

8.  EASTVIEW  KLAWRN  HALL,  FIRST  AVENUE  AND  55TH 

PLACE  NORTH,  BIRMINGHAM.  MISUR  JUNE  8,  TO  JUNE  25,  1964. 


PAGE  FOUR  BH  157-352  E F T 0 

MISUR  ON 

OCTOBER  22,  1963,  TO  JANUARY  9, 


H. 


196A. 

BIRMINGHAM  IS  CURRENTLY  RESEARCHING  WHICH  OF  THE  ABOVE 
INSTALLATIONS  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  PUBLICIZED  AND  FBIHQ  WILL  BE  AD- 
VISED. 

MISCELLANEOUS  l 

BY  REFERENCED  BH  AIRTEL,  ENCLOSED  REASONS  WHY  ATTORNEY 
GENERAL’S  OFFICE 

WITHOUT  A SERIAL  BY  SERIAL  REVIEW  OF  NUMEROUS  FILES  RE- 


FILES DO  NOT  CONTAIN  ANY  INFORMATION  INDICATING 

'however,  AGENTS  WHO  HAVE  REVIEWED  THESE 
FILES  EXTENSIVELY  HAVE  NO  KNOWLEDGE  OF  SUCH  INFORMATION  AND  ARE 
OF  THE  OPINION  THAT  NO  SUCH  INFORMATION  IS  CONTAINED  IN 
BIRMINGHAM  FILES,  ALSO,  STATE  INVESTIGATOR,  BOB  EDDY,  WHO  HAS 
REVIEWED  VOLUMINOUS  FBI  REPORTS  CONCERNING  BAPBOM  HAS  STATED  THAT 
HE  HAS  SEEN  NOTHING  IN  FBI  DOCUMENTS  WHICH  WOULD 
BT 
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Has  been  removed  and  placed  in  the  Special  File  Room  of  Records  Section. 
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Subject JUNE  MAIL  - BAPBOM 


Removed  By  97  APR 


File  Number 


157-1025-1773 


Permanent  Serial  Charge  Out 


FBt/DOJ 


Airtel 


A/A/11 


To;  SACs  Atlanta  (65-825) 

Birminghcun  (157-352) 
Indianapolis  (157-93) 

From:  Director,  FBI  (157-1025) 


JUNE 


BAPBOM 

(00-3IRMINGHAI^) 


ReBHtel  to  the  Director  dated  March  21,  1977  and 
BUairtel  dated  October  14,  1976  to  Atlanta,  Birmingham  and 
others , 


For  information  of  Indianapolis,  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  V/illiam  Baxley,  Attoimey  General  of  Alabama,  and  after 
“appropriate  contact  with  the  Department,  the  Birmingham  Di- 
vision has  been  furnishing  to  Mr,  Baxley  certain  results  of 
dur  investigation  in  captioned  case.  His  representatives  have 
requested  access  to  any  transcripts  from  technical  installations 
which  the  Bureau  may  have  had  in  effect  in  connection  with 
— caotioned  case. 


In  response  to  the  above  request,  Birmingham  is  hereby 
instructed  to  advise  the  appropriate  representatives  of  Mr. 
Baxley's  staff  that  the  above-mentioned  request  has  been  given 
careful  consideration  and  the  FBI  will  respond  to  that  request 
_i,n  the  following  manner.  The  sensitivity  of  the  coverage  in- 


volved precludes  the  possibility  of  making  available  to  the 
staff  documents  regarding  the  coverage.  However,  all  results  of 
any  coverage  involved  will  be  reviev/ed  and  the  staff,  or  a rep- 
resentative thereof,  vjill  be  briefed  orally  regarding  any  perti- 
nent information  disclosed  by  the  coverage-  , ; 

REC-7 

'■■lOl 


S EE  NOTE^P.AGl^ 

^ APR  7 .1977 


Legal  Coun. 
PJan.  & Ihsp. 
Rec.  Mgt. 

S.  &.  T.  Serv. 

Spec.  tnv.  

Training 


Telephofte  Rm. 
Director's  Sec'y 

6 APR 


= 

__  ^ 'mail  room 

81977 


Y'  TELETYPE  UNIT  □ 


oeo  *4:i—ie— 83790-1 


Airtal  to  SAC3  Atlanta,  EirtainghaTa,-  Indianapolis 

iU- ; BAPSC^’l 

157-1025 

This  flatter  r?hould  hs  Iiaiidlad  promptly  to  onabln  Bir- 
miner. 2ia  to  comclnta  it2  rsvioK'  and  coEjply  tiit?  roquost  of 

;ir.  Aaxloy’s  staff- 

^AArrsl.Hv7j^«T^^  ^3  X taTsio tio 

volotancnts  in  tnia  matter-  Specifically,  adviso  r^het-ior  or  not 
your  review-?  of  the  tacos  and/or  tranacri'pts  discloses  any  perti- 
nent information,  and  the  data  that  any  such  in formation  vas 
fumisiied  to  :ir.  Ba;iiey*r.  staff. 


MOTE : 


Instant  case  involves  September  15,  1963  bombing  of  a 
Birmingham  church  resulting  in  four  deaths  and  personal  injury 
to  numerous  other  persons*  Our  investigation  is  completed;  ex- 
tensive efforts  failed  to  disclose  sufficient  information  to 
sustain  prosecutive  action- 

Coverages  utilized  during  the  investigation  included 
telephone  surveillances  (all  approved  by  the  Attorney  General) , 
microphone  surveillances  (approved  by  FBIHQ,  in  accordance  with 
then-existing  policy) , and  CAT  devices  (concealed  auto  trans- 
mitters) . Some  of  the  coverages  involved  trespass. 

This  matter  has  been  coordinated  with  Legal  Counsel 

Division . 


approved: 


Director., 

De|j.  AD  ^ ‘w... 
yv  Dep.  AD  inv^; 


Adm.  Serv. — 

E:<t.  A"cl'S 


Legal  LOun.-p-TT-x 
Plan.  & 


- / 
u/V 


F B I 
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Tr^smit  the  following  in  . 


ITOTI 

<T“- 


AIRTEL 


Date:  3/18/77 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code  I 

AIRMAIL  - REGISTERED 

fPrecedencel 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 


SUBJECTS  BAPBOMB 


J.KMXNGHAM  U57-js^MCj  "I  TpQk  ForcS 

lor  review  bx  Ro«®  Task  force 

B \ Date  ' (9-\\ 


ReButel,  3/17/77. 


Retel  requested  Birmingham  to  ascertain  from  repre 
sentative  of  State  Attorney  General  the  basis  of  the  belief 


On  3/18/77,  State  Investigator  BOB  EDDY  (NA)  furnished 
the  enclosed  memorandum  addressed  to  Attorney  GEORGE  BECK  of 
EY's  office  which  summari 


s aware  that 

his  memorandum  contains  'innuendo  and  suspicions  and  actually 
nothing  of  an  evidentiary  nature. 


- Birmingham 


S2  MAR  21  1977 


4-750  (Rev.  4-P-8S) 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


r 


( > 


FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA  DELETED  PAGE  INFORMATION  SHEET 


Page<s)  withheld  entirely  at  this  location  in  the  file.  One  or  more  of  the  following  statements,  where 
indicated,  explain  this  deletion. 

with  no  segregable 

material  available  for  release  to  you. 

n Information  pertained  only  to  a third  party  with  no  reference  to  you  or  the  subject  of  your  request, 

D Information  pertained  only  to  a third  party.  Your  name  is  listed  in  the  title  only. 

[Z]  Documents  originated  with  another  Government  agency(ies).  These  documents  were  referred  to  that 

agency(ies)  for  review  and  direct  response  to  you. 

Pages  contain  information  furnished  by  another  Government  agency(ies).  You  will  be  advised  by  the  FBI  as 

to  the  releasability  of  this  information  following  our  consultation  with  the  other  agency(ies). 


Page(s)  withheld  for  the  following  reasonts): 


I I For  your  infonnation: 


Deleted  under  exemption(s) 


The  following  number  is  to  be  used  for  reference  regarding  these  pages; 


KXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X DELiTED  PAGE(S)  X 
^NO  DUPLICATION  FEE  x 

XXXXXX  X FOR  THIS  PAGE  X 

XXXXXX  XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


FBI/DOJ 


FD-36  (Rev,  7-27-76) 

TR^SMIT  VIA: 

T'olofvrk^ 
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[X]  Airtel 
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PRECEDENCE: 

I 1 T<nmo,4;atA 
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I I Priority 
I I Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

I — 1 'T'r^D  oirr'DiTTi 
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□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ E F T 0 

□ CLEAR 

Date  4/12/77 


TO: 


FROM: 


DTREOTOR.  FBT  flB7-102R'» 


SAC,  ATLANTA  (66-825)  (RUC) 


.....  _ miwTTXTniT  Alur 

WSJ  • 


A 


1 


'C 


Re  Bureau  airtel,  4/4/77  i and  Indianapolis  airtel 
to  the  Bureau,  4/8/77. 

Under  separate  cover  for  Birmingham  is  one  package 
of  Xerox  copies  of^^nt^^^s  pertaining  to  the  tesur 
on  the  office  oflU^^HH^lK  as  set  out  in  referenced 


Bureau  airtel,  4/4/77. 
tesur. 


No  tapes  were  maintained  from  this 


L 


/4 

UiJ 


/f: 


Atlanta  has  been  unable  to  locate  the  three  tapes 
of  tiis  mfsixp  ccri\AU.c t/Od  by  Iridi.3,ri3,poiXs  rsfsrx'sd  to  in  5m?0uix 
airtel,  4/4/77,  and  Indianapolis  airtel,  4/8/77. 

Atlantk  located  Indianapolis  letter  dated  12/13/63  , 
entitled  ^■^■HII^I^NATIONAL  MATTERS,”  setting  out  that 
tapes  one,  five,  and  six'  were  being  forwarded  under  separate 
cover,  but  a review  of  the 4|B|||||i||h  "THE  NATIONAL 

CONVENTION  OP  THE  CONSTITUTiiJW  PART7 , ''  "THE  CONSTITUTION 
PARTY  OF  THE  U.S.,"  and^the  "JUNE"  files  as  well  as  other 

Bureau  REC  61  ' ^ ^ 

Birmingham  (157-352) 


(1  - Package  Copy)  (Enc.l) 
indlanapolis  (105-3292) 
Atlanta 
(1  - 66-825) 

1 - 157-582-A)  (BAPBOM) 

■ - s. 


I 


B4 


^PR  14  1977 


Transmitted 


0 


(Number) 


(Time) 


ll 


V 


AT  66-825 


relevant  files,  failed  to  indicate  disposition  of  the 
tapes  or  that  any  tapes  were  made  therefrom. 
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Date:  All2f77 


Transmit  the  following  in  . 

AIBTEL 


^ (Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 

AIRMAIL 


(Precedence) 


c 


■> 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-102^ 

SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (C) 


Re  Bureau  teletype  8/23/76,  and  Birmingham 
teletype  to  Director  3/21/77. 

For  the  information  of  the  Bureau  and  Philadelphia, 
Alabama  State  Investigator  BOB  EDDY,  who  is  handling  investi- 
gation in  captioned  matter  for  Alabama  Attorney  General 
BILL  BAXLEY'S  Office,  has  advised  the  Birmingham  Office  that 

in  Birmingham,  captioned  matter  and 

the  \ 

Ph  i 1 adelphiaoxT^eTr^ 


of  the 
enience , 


Birmingham  has  been  in  contact  with  SAl 
and  the  earliest  date  he  will  be  abAilable  for  inTervI^ 
with  EDDY  is  May  3,  1977. 


UACB,  SA^^Hj^^^Hvill  travel  to  Birmingham  on 
5/2/77,  in  order  to^eavanable  for  interview  with  EDDY 
in  the  Birmingham  Office  on  5/3/77. 


f: 


- Bureau 

Philadelphia 
ham 


<ino 

tA-lw 

BEC-5 


IS  7-  \1'^  ^ 

B3  APIi^l977 


^ mm  . A^i 


5 f?  APR  Q fi  10^""“' 


Sent . 


. M Per . 
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Date:  4/8/77 


"Transmit  the  following  in  . 

AIRTEL 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 


Via  . 


(Precedence) 


y 


TO  : Director,  FBI  (157-1025) 

FROM  : SAC,  Indianapolis  (157-93) 

(^BAPBOM^ 

00  - Birmingham 

ReBuairtel,  4/4/77,  and  IP  airtel  to  Bureau  and  AT,  12/28/66. 

Enclosed  for  Birmingham  is  one  copy  of  referenced  Indianapolis 
airtel,  which  Birmingham  did  not  receive. 


fH 


Under  separate  cover,  for  Birmingham,  are  six  tapes  identified 
in  referenced  communications. 

For  information  of  Birmingham,  the  gist  of  these  tapes  is  set 
forth  in  Indianapolis  airtel  to  Director,  11/4/63,  with  enclosed 
LHM  of  the  same  date.  Copy  of  both  airtel  and  LHM  were  forwarded 
to  Birmingham  for  the  BAPBOM  file. 

For  information  of  Atlanta,  the  three  tapes  which  were  forwarded 
to  Atlanta  were  done  so  by  Indianapolis  letter  to  Atlanta  dated 
12/13/63,  entitled,  ^HillHB^toRACIAL  MATTERS." 


Bureau 

- Birmingham  (157-352)  (Enc.  1) 
(Icc  - Package) 

2 - Atlanta  (66-825) 

2 - Indianapolis 

(Icc  - 105-3292) 


* APR  U TSII 


4") 


c 


Approved: 


5 7 APR  2 7 IP"? 


Agent  in  Charge 


FD-36  (Rev.  2-14-74) 
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Transmit  the  following  in  , 


AIRTEL 


AIRMAIL 


Date:  4/19/77 


(Type  in  plaintext  or  code) 


(Precedence^ 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 
SAC4,_^RMINGHAM  (157-352)  (C) 
S UB JE CT : f ^APBOMB) 


Re  Birmingham  teletype  to  Bureau,  3/21/77;  Birmingham 
, 4/12/77,  and  teiephon^^^^^^romSupervisor 
FBIHQ^to  Supervisor|H|m|m||||HmP^irmingham 

For  information  of  the  Bureau,  no  additional  technical 
coverages  are  involved  in  Deputy  Attorney  General  GEORGE  BECK's) 
letter  dated  4/1/77,  a copy  of  which  was  furnished  by  Birmingham 
in  referenced  airtel  of  4/12/77.  All  of  the  technical  coverage' 
that  Birmingham  had  in  this  case  was  set  forth  in  referenced  / 
Birmingham  teletype  of  3/21/77. 


U; 

L 

Bureau 

^ - Birmingham 


EX-103 


REC-7 


„.-5‘  . , 

( -4', 


/S  9-/0A6 


\7  APR  22  1977 
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F B ! 

Date;  AIV2.I11 


Transmit  the  following  in  . 
Via AIRTEL 


(type  in  plaintext  or  code) 

AIRMAIL 


(Precedence) 


TO:  DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025)  ^ -Y- 

SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (C)  ^ ffiowe tasK 

^or  revie^  by  n ^ 

Re  Birmingham  teletype  to  the  Bureau  3/21/77. 

j^AA4^^\a/b^u  j.\jx  ciic  xjuxc£Lu  xo  uut?  uupy  ox  u x6i;T,6r 

dated  Afi-in , from  GEORGE  BECK,  Deputy  Attorney  General, 

State  of  Alabama,  requesting  specific  Information  re  captioned 
case . 

^ For  the  information  of  the  Bureau,  upon  receipt 

of  Mr.  BECK'S  letter,  Sil^|[|||B|[||^||||||||||H||^^||H  of  the 
Birmingham  Office,  discussed  its  conte^^fo^clarification 
of  Mr,  BECK'S  request  with  Alabama  State  Investigator  BOB 
EDDY,  who  is  handling  this  matter  for  Mr.  BECK. 


EDDY  advised  that  Items  Number  One  and  Five 
in  Mr.  BECK'S  letter  will  be  covered  by  Birmingham  when 

thev  fiirniRh  him'fwith  infri-rmn  + iriT 


uGCiiniCSHl  lju  vtfX'itgt? 

in  Jefferson  Count 


Item  Number  2 in  Mr.  BECK's  letter  requests  specific 


* XUL 


Oziuai. j.Ou  xur  vne  penoa  j.vo/i  ana  ±»oo, 
tate  of  Alabama. 


- Bureau  (Enc. 
Birmingham 


1) 


/.  _ 


2,,#^  EX-106 

03  APR^^^977 


l77f 


Approved:  , 


f ///!  //) 


Spehtai  Agent  in  Charge 

56  May  ""  5 


Sent 


M Per 


